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Dear ACSS colleagues

It is with great pleasure that | welcome you to the first ACSS Research Forum, held in Tunis. We plan to organize this Forum
every two years in a different Arab country, to bring together grantees, fellows and committee members of the ACSS to share
research finding and strengthen regional and global networks. We hope that the Forum will enable scholars in the region to
become more familiar with research taking place in different countries of the region and to develop comparative and
transnational perspectives. Equally, we hope that the ACSS community continues to grow in numbers and diversity and to find
new avenues for collaboration and discussion.

In this Research Forum, we gather participants of the three main programs of the ACSS: the New Paradigms Factory, the
Research Grants Program on Inequality, Mobility and Development and the Research program on Producing the Public: Space,
Media, Participation. We are also delighted to welcome Dr. Hassan Rachik, as the keynote speaker at this first Forum.

| look forward to meeting all of you in Tunis!
Dr. Seteney Shami

Director General, Arab Council for the Social Sciences
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Nos Chéres/Chers Collégues du CASS,

C’est avec un grand plaisir que je vous accueille a notre premier Forum de Recherche, organisé par le CASS a Tunis. Notre
objectif est d’organisé ce Forum chaque deux ans, dans différents pays Arabes, pour rassembler les bénéficiaires, les boursiers
et les membres de comité du Conseil afin de partager et d’échanger sur leurs résultats de recherches ainsi que pour renforcer
les liens professionnels régionaux et internationaux.

Nous espérons ainsi, a travers ce Forum, permettre aux chercheurs de la région d’étre plus proches et plus familiers avec les
programmes de recherche en place dans différents pays de la région, afin de développer des nouvelles perspectives de
recherches comparatives et transnationales. C’est dans cette perspective, que nous souhaitons que la famille du Conseil Arabe
des Sciences Sociales continue a croitre en nombre et en diversité, tout en espérons accueillir des nouveaux membres pour
enrichir le débat et la collaboration scientifiques.

Dans le suivant Forum de Recherche, nous avons réuni les participants des trois principaux programmes du Conseil Arabe :
L’Atelier des nouveaux paradigmes, le programme de bourses sur les inégalités, la mobilité et le développement, et enfin le
programme de recherche sur le domaine publique (Espace, Media et participation). Nous sommes ravis d’accueillir parmi nous,
Dr. Hassan Rachik, principal conférencier a notre premier Forum.

C’est avec une grande impatience que j’attends votre rencontre a Tunis!
Dr. Seteney Shami

Directeur General, Conseil Arabe pour les Sciences Sociales
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2. The ACSS Research Forum Schedule:
May 6 May 7 May 8 May 9 May 10
08:30 to 15:40 09:00 — 13:00 08:30 — 14:00 09:00 — 13:30 09:00 — 13:30 09:00 — 13:30 [ 09:00 — 11:00
ProdPub ProdPub NPF Roundtable
IRJSnZIl Waorkshop IijnZI'zs. Workshop Mentoring Workshop on
NPF Workshop — Session 1 Session 1 Session 3 Session Ethics
09:00 — 11:00
14:00 — 18:00 15:00 — 18:30 14:30 — 17:00 Roundtable
14:30 - 17:00 14:30- 18:00 Workshop on
16:00 - 19:00 16:00 - 19:00 RGP 2 i T— NPF Publications
NPF Opening Session for all Groups Crientation Session g RGP 2 WrOOFKS#O Mentoring
Workshop (NPF — RGP — ProdPub) Panels P Session
Session 4
20:00 — 22:00 19:00 — 21:00 20:00 — 22:00
NPF Grou A A
T P Reception for all groups All Groups Dinner

Opening Session Agenda (May 7 - 16:00 to 21:00)/ Open to the Public

16:00 — 16:30 | Welcome and Introduction to the ACSS by Dr. Seteney Shami (ACSS Director General)

16:30 - 16:40 | Mew Paradigms Factory Program. Cverview by Dr. Paul Amar (Program Coordinator)

16:40 — 16:50 Producing the Public Program, Overview by Dr.Tarik Sabry (Media Working Group Coordinator)

16:50 — 17:00 Research Grants Program on Inequality, Mobility and Development, Overview by Dr. Samer Atallah (Member of RGP Selection Commitiee)

17:00 - 17:20 | Coffee Break

17:20 — 17:30 Dr. Tarik Sabry introducing Dr. Hassan Rachik

17:30 - 18:15 | Keynote Speech by Dr. Hassan Rachik on "Open and Closed Collective Identities” (Member of RGP Selection Committee)

18:15 - 1%:00 | Open Discussion — Questions and Answers Session

19:00 — 21:00 Reception

All groups : RGP + NPF + ProdPub
RGP Group

NPF Group

ProdPub Group
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Biographies

AbdelAziz EzzelArab

AbdelAziz EzzelArab earned his BA from the American University in Cairo in Economics and Political Science in
1975, an MA in Economics from the University of Toronto in 1977, and a Diploma in the Program on Investment
Appraisal and Management from Harvard University in 1987. His Ph.D. in Islamic Studies is from McGill University in
2000. EzzelArab has worked at Egyptian American Bank, Barclays Bank in Bahrain, Egypt Investment Finance
Corporation, and Arab Banking Corporation in Bahrain. He is currently Professor of Economics at the American
University in Cairo. His areas of specialty are Economic History of the Middle East, Economics of Egypt in the 19th
and 20th Centuries, Political Economy of Development, and Project Evaluation.

AbdelKader Latreche

Abdelkader Latreche obtained his Doctorate on Demography from Paris 1 University in 1999, his Master’s in
Demography and Social Sciences from Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales in 1990 and License in
Demography from Senia University (Algeria). Before joining the Qatar Permanent Population Committee in 2006, as a
Population Expert, he worked as a researcher/expert at the European University Institute, (Italy), Paris 8 University,
(France), Centre de Recherche Scientifique (France), Institut de Recherche sur le Developpement (France). He has
contributed to several projects with the Population Policy and Migration Department (Arab League), Population and
Social Development (ESCWA), International Organization for Migration (IOM) and Forum on Higher Education
(UNESCO), and recently with ALECSO. He was a member of the Advisory Board of The Middle East Research
Competition (Arab Social Sciences Forum). He was also member of the European Migration Network and has taken
part in several training sessions on international migration and demography. His professional experiences cover
Algeria, France, Italy, Belgium, Tunisia, Egypt, Morocco and Qatar. He is a member of the technical committee of the
Arab Social Science Monitor (the Arab Council for the Social Sciences).

Latreche has published on international migration, youth, labor market and higher education in the Maghreb and Arab
region. His most recent article is on the Future of Fundamental Education in Arab Countries (April 2014)

Hanan Sabea

Hanan Sabea received her BA and MA at the American University in Cairo and her Phd from John Hopkins
University. After nine years of working in research and development projects in Egypt and North Africa, she shifted
interest to Sub-Saharan Africa, primarily East and southern Africa where she conducted research in Tanzania, South
Africa and Mozambique. One of her broader intellectual concerns relates to how the very category of Africa has been
historically constructed as an object of knowledge and as a cultural-political entity subject to a long history of
interventionist policies. Her research in Tanzania focused on the meanings associated with the transition from
socialism to free-market economy and polity, taking sisal plantations as a microcosm for broader
transformations. Two book manuscripts are under preparation: the first, Present Pasts: Colonial Power and Laboring
Subjects on Sisal Plantations in Tanzania, explores the relationship between colonialism, the morality of governance,
and memory. The second book project deals with transnational corporations as agents in competition with states and
nations in the construction of communities of allegiance.

After six years of holding a joint appointment in the Department of Anthropology and the Carter G. Woodson Institute
for African and African American Studies at the University of Virginia, Sabea returned to AUC with a keen interest in
continuing her research agenda in southern Africa, as well as pursuing the initial question of the relationship between
MENA and sub-Saharan Africa as cultural and political categories. Currently a Professor of Anthropology at the
Sociology, Anthropology, Psychology and Egyptology Department, her publications include: Reviving the Dead:
Entangled Histories in the Privatization of the Sisal Industry in Tanzania. Africa 71(2): 286-313, 2001; (with Nicholas
Hopkins et al.) “Community and Participation in the New Lands: The Case of South Tahrir.” Cairo Papers in Social
Science, Spring 1988: 1-135.
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Hassan Rachik

Hassan Rachik is anthropologist and Professor at the University Hassan Il of Casablanca (1983-present), a founding
member of CM2S (Moroccan Center of Social Sciences, cm2s.blogspot.com). He was Visiting Professor at Princeton
University (1993), Brown University (1997). He was also Visiting at I'Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales,
Paris (1997, 2011), I'Institut d’Etudes Politiques, Aix-en-Provence (2011), Saint Joseph University, Beirut (2004,
2005, 2006) and The Institute For the Study of Islamic Civilizations, London (2007, 2008). He has carried out
intensive fieldwork within rural and nomadic communities in Morocco. He is currently working on “Nationalism and
secularization”, and “ The ideologization of religion, and the routinization of ideologies within ordinary knowledge” He
is the author of numerous articles and books including “How Religion Turns into Ideology”, The Journal of North
African Studies, 2009, Volume 14 Issue 3, 347; “Moroccan Islam? On Geertz's Generalization,” Archivio
Anthropologico Mediterraneo, On line, Anno xii/xiii (2009-2010), N. 12 (2); Sacré et sacrifice dans le haut Atlas
(1990) ; Le sultan des autres, rituel et politique dans le Haut Atlas (1992, translated into Arabic) ; Comment rester
nomade (2000) ; Symboliser la nation, Essai sur I'usage des identités collectives au Maroc (2003); L'islam au
quotidien (co-author, 2007, 2013, translated into Arabic) ; Le proche et le lointain Un siécle d’anthropologie au Maroc
(2012) ; Anthropology in the Arab World (in Arabic, co-authored, 2012).

Nadya Sbaiti

Nadya Sbhaiti obtained her Phd in History from Georgetown University. She specializes in the social and cultural
histories of the modern Middle East. She is currently working on a book manuscript entitled, Gender, Education, and
Nation in Mandate Lebanon that examines the central role of education to the formation of multiple national narratives
and the production of history in Lebanon under French mandate. Her recent publications include “If the Devil Spoke
French’: Strategies of Language and Learning in French Mandate Beirut,” about the cultural and political significance
of language of instruction in French mandate Beirut (2010), and has written articles that guide researchers through
Lebanon’s postwar archival terrain. Additional research interests include spatial manifestations of colonial and
national projects; colonial methods of social control through prisons and asylums; the production of history as both
discursive and material practice; tourism and heritage; and contemporary popular culture (music, film, game shows,
and reality television).

Professor Shaiti teaches two sequential surveys of Middle Eastern history, courses on women and gender in the
Middle East, the history of education, the Middle East and WWI, aspects of colonialism and nationalism, as well as
nonwestern urban history. In addition, she has served as co-editor of the peer-reviewed Arab Studies Journal since
2005 and helped produce the acclaimed documentary film, "About Baghdad" (2004).

Paul Amar

Paul Amar has served from 2011-2013 as lead researcher in Cairo, Egypt, on the project “Societal Violence and
Alternative Security Practices” at Nazra for Feminist Studies. In the past he has served as Fulbright Scholar affiliated
with Cairo University’s Department of Economics and Political Science, worked with the United Nations on conflict
and development issues in the Middle East, cooperated on urbanism and public space research at the CEDEJ in
Egypt, and been awarded fellowships for study at the American University in Cairo and the University of Marrakesh,
Morocco. In 2003, he co-founded the Center for Middle East Studies at the Federal University Fluminense, in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil. He currently serves as Associate Professor in the Global & International Studies Program of the
University of California, Santa Barbara. Prof. Amar's research, publishing and teaching focuses on the areas of state
institutions, security regimes, social movements, and democratic transitions in the Middle East and Latin America,
and traces the origins and intersections of new patterns of police militarization, security governance, humanitarian
intervention, and spatial transformation in the megacities of the global south. His books include Cairo Cosmopolitan
(2006); Dispatches from the Arab Spring (2013); and The Security Archipelago (2013).

Rami Daher

Rami Daher is a practicing architect and an academician. Daher has taught at the German Jordanian University, the
American University of Beirut, Jordan University of Science & Tech., and at Texas A&M University. Daher earned a
Bachelor of Architecture from the University of Jordan (1988), a Master's of Architecture from the University of
Minnesota (1991), a Ph.d in Architecture from Texas A&M University (1995), and did his post-doctoral studies at the
U of California, Berkeley (2001). Daher is a heritage and urban regeneration specialist interested in research related
to politics and dynamics of public space making and new interventions in existing historic settings. Daher is a co-
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founder and principal of TURATH: Architecture & Urban Design Consultants (1999-present), and Metropolis: Cities
Research Council (2008- Present), the research arm of TURATH.

Daher has published extensively on issues related to the politics of heritage and place making in the Arab City,
cultural change, urban activism and critical theories & epistemologies. As an urban activist interested in the politics of
Cities in the Arab World, Daher has participated in several research projects/ urban art initiatives/ or publications on
the City in the Arab World addressing several topics including current neoliberal transformations in the region, cultural
change and the vanishing heritage of Modernity in the Arab City, politics and dynamics of public space making,
politics of foreign aid and City, and urban heritage. Daher is very much interested in consciousness building in the
Arab World amongst the youth and even other segments of society, and he is in the process of initiating a school of
thought in Amman and the rest of the Arab World entitled: “The Ammani School for Consciousness Building.”
Recent key publications include: “Neoliberal Urban Transformations in the Arab City: Meta-narratives, urban
disparities, and the emergence of consumerist utopias and geographies of inequalities in Amman” Urban
Environment, volume 7, 2013, p. a-99 a a-115; “Prelude: Understanding Cultural Change & Urban Transformations”
and “Qualifying Amman: The City of Many Hats", pp. 65-92, in Cities, Urban Practices, and Nation Building in Jordan
2011 (co-edited by Myriam Ababsa & Rami Daher.) Beirut: Institut Frangais du Proche-Orient.

Ruba Salih

Ruba Salih, a social anthropologist by training, is a Reader in Gender Studies at the School of Oriental and African
Studies (SOAS), University of London. Her research interests and writing cover the broad areas of transnational
migration and gender across, multiculturalism and citizenship; gender and Islam, the Palestine question and
Palestinian refugees. Among her publications: (2003) Gender in Transnationalism. Home, Longing and Belonging
Among Moroccan Migrant Women. London and New York: Routledge; (2009) (guest editors) (with A. Moors) of a
special issue on ‘Muslim women’ in Europe: secular normativities, bodily performances and multiple publics”, Social
Anthropology, Volume 17 Issue 4. Her forthcoming publications include two monographs: The Political Cultures of
Palestinian Refugees. Rights to rights and right to return (with Sophie Richter-Devroe) (Cambridge University Press)
(2015) and Gendering the Middle East (with Nadje Al-Ali) Cambridge University Press (2015)

Samer Atallah

Samer Atallah is an Assistant Professor of Economics at the School of Business of the American University in Cairo
since 2011. He has a PhD and Masters of Arts in Economics from McGill University. He also holds a Master’s of
Science from University of California at Berkeley. His areas of interests are development economics, international
trade and political economy. His research deals with game theory applications on the political economy of
democratization. He is a member of the Canadian Economics Association and the Middle East Economic
Association. He is currently a visiting scholar at the University of Chicago Center in Paris.
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- "Publics, Politics and Participation: Locating the Public Sphere in the Middle East and North Africa (SSRC
Books 2009)",
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- “Aqalliyya/Minority in Modern Egyptian Discourse” In A. Tsing and C. Gluck, eds. Words in Motion: Towards
a Global Lexicon (Duke University Press 2009),
- “Occluding Difference: Ethnic Identity and the Shifting Zones of Theory on the Middle East and North Africa”
(co-authored with Nefissa Naguib) in S. Slyomovics and S. Hafez, eds. Anthropology of the Middle East and
North Africa: Into the New Millennium (Indiana University Press 2013).

Sherene Seikaly

Sherene Seikaly is Assistant Professor of History and Director of the Middle East Studies Center at the American
University in Cairo. She is the co-editor of the Arab Studies Journal, and co-founder and editor of Jadaliyya e-zine.
She holds a doctorate in history and Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies from New York University. Situated at the
intersections of studies on consumption, political economy, and colonialism, Seikaly's forthcoming manuscript, Bare
Needs: Palestinian Capitalists and British Colonial Rule explores how Palestinian capitalists and British colonial
officials used economy to shape notions and experiences of territory, nationalism, the home, and the body.

Tarik Sabry

Tarik Sabry is Reader in media and communication theory at the University of Westminster where he is member of
the Communication and Media Research Institute and the Arab Media Centre. He is author of Cultural Encounters in
the Arab World: On Media, the Modern and the Everyday (2010, IB. Tauris) and Editor of Arab Cultural Studies:
Mapping the Field (2012, IB. Tauris). He is also co-founder and co-editor of the Middle East Journal of Culture and
Communication and founder of the Journal Westminster Papers in Communication and Culture. He is currently
working on two co-edited volumes. The first is on Arab Subcultures: Reflections on Theory and Practice (IB. Tauris
2014), the other a handbook on Media and Culture in the Middle East (Blackwell, 2014). His research interests
include time and 'being modern', migration, Arab audiences, Arab popular cultures and Arab contemporary
philosophical thought.
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New Paradigms Factory
Tunis, May 6 to 10, 2014

Workshop Agenda

Tuesday May 6

16:00-17:30

- Welcome to the Program and aims of NPF by Paul Amar and Seteney Shami
- Fellows Self-Introductions

17:30-18:30

Session Chaired by Paul Amar and Nadya Sbaiti:
Mapping the Paradigms of nationalism/patriotism studies and its current dominant notions,
conceptual limitations, political engagements, Arab-regional debates, and “politics of ideas.”

18:30 - 19:00

General Discussion

20:00 — 22:00

Group Dinner

Wednesday May 7

08:30-10:30

NPF Cycle 2 Projects : Fellow’s presentations and discussion (20 min Presentation + 10 min
comments by Chair + 30 min Discussion per Panel)
Session chaired by: Nadya Sbaiti

- Nadia Bou Ali: The Arab Nahda and the nation form
- Shaimaa Magued: Towards the Development of a bottom-up Nation-Building Process in the
Context of the Arab Spring
kol gall o sl randl & 5a¥) S sake) 1l 5 avadl Cp Aiaall A5l o sehe VBl di g lam B ) -
A pemnall 55l 3ns Lo p3le) b i) G s
il S pa g ) el (A S IS 1 g 8 e -

10:30 — 10:45

Coffee Break

10:45 - 13:00

NPF Cycle 2 Projects : Fellow’s presentations and discussion (20 min Presentation + 10 min
comments by Chair + 30 min Discussion per Panel)
Session chaired by: Paul Amar

- Bessadi Nourredine: Le modele de la nation en Algérie : vers un paradigme intégrant la

- Ahmad Kadry: The Mergence and Divergence of Nationalist and Women'’s Rights Discourse in
Egypt after the 2011 Revolution

- Souhire Medini: De la Umma islamique a la nation tunisienne? Penser la dialectique
islamisme/nationalisme dans la construction idéologique d'Ennahdha

- Caroline Barabary: Al-thawra mostamerra? Révolutionnair-e-s et Contre-révolution en Egypte

13:00-14:30

Lunch Break

14:30 - 15:40

NPF Cycle 2 Projects : Fellow’s presentations and discussion (20 min Presentation + 10 min
comments by Chair + 30 min Discussion per Panel)
Session chaired by: Hanan Sabea

sapsal LY G e i il 1S (padlg) e -
A gl Akl gall et (8 3 0 3l 5 Aol Cppaliaall iy ) G g -
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16:00 — 19:00 Workshop Opening Session (Agenda found in the Research Forum Schedule)
19:00 - 21:00 Reception
Friday May 9
09:00 - 13:30 NPF Mentoring Sessions
13:30 - 14:30 Lunch Break
14:30-17:00 NPF Mentoring Sessions
20:00 - 22:00 Dinner
Saturday May 10
09:00 -11:00 09:00 —11:00
Roundtable Workshop on Ethics / Insecurity Roundtable Workshop on Publication / Dissemination
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e Shaimaa Magued: Towards the Development of a bottom-up Nation-Building Process in the Context of the

Arab Spring Page 19
¢ Nadia Bou Ali: The Arab Nahda and the nation form Page 19
e Ahmed Kadry: The Mergence and Divergence of Nationalist and Women’s Rights Discourse in Egypt after the
. Page 20
2011 Revolution
e Bessadi Nourredine: Le modele de la nation en Algérie : vers un paradigme intégrant la diversité Page 20
e Souhire Medini: De la Umma islamique a la nation tunisienne? Penser la dialectique islamisme/nationalisme
L . \ Page 20
dans la construction idéologique d'Ennahdha
e Caroline Barabary: Al-thawra mostamerra? Révolutionnaires et Contre-révolution en Egypte Page 20
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e Shaimaa Magued: Towards the Development of a bottom-up Nation-Building Process in the Context of the Arab
Spring

After the eruption of January Uprisings in Tunisia and Egypt, a wave of change spread in many countries of the
region and a new perspective of political development emerged marking a rupture with the mainstream approaches in
nation-building. Both the modern and post-modern approaches in scholarly writings dealing with nation-building were
unable to consider the region\'s sociopolitical realities. The main question addressed by this research is how to
proceed towards a political change reversing the adopted visions about nation-building and nationalism as the main
sources of state birth.

Shaimaa Magued, is currently working as a Lecturer Assistant At Cairo University in political science, International
Relations and as a Research Fellow at the Center of Migrations and Refugees Studies, the American University of
Cairo (AUC). Received a PhD degree from SciencesPo Aix in France, a Master in Public policy and Administration
from AUC and a master in International Relations from SciencesPo Paris. Graduated of the Faculty of Economics and
Political Science at Cairo University. Had several publications in Middle East Politics, Political Islam, Egyptian Foreign
Policy, Turkish politic.

e Nadia Bou Ali: The Arab Nahda and the nation form

The article engages with the Nahda as an ideological construct that has succeeded in reproducing a modern Arab
subjectivity over the past century. The continuous declaration of the Nahda as a failure by Arab intellectuals in the
twentieth century is an act of disavowal: the denial of its success is premised on the need to deny the implications of
the cost of modernity’s successes in Arab societies. | propose that the Nahda is premised on the reproduction of
crisis and the formation of a particular unconscious or subjectivity that are characteristic of the universal thrust of
modernity.

Nadia Bou Ali is currently Post-Doctoral Research Fellow for the Arts and Humanities Mellon Initiative at the
American University of Beirut. She has a Doctoral degree from the University of Oxford’s Faculty of Oriental Studies.
She has spent the last year as Post-Doctoral Research Affiliate at the Orient Institut Beirut. Her research focuses on
the relationship between modernity, nationalism, and language in her work on Arab intellectual history. She has
written on the subjects of lexicography and nationalism, translation and ideology, the Arab Nahda, and sectarianism.
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e Ahmed Kadry: The Mergence and Divergence of Nationalist and Women'’s Rights Discourse in Egypt after the
2011 Revolution

The 2011 Egyptian Revolution has provided an opportunity to re-examine whether nationalist discourse naturally
lends itself as a platform for women's rights progression in a post-revolutionary period. In Egypt, themes of
nationalism and national unity were evoked for the sake of the common objective of removing Hosni Mubarak.
Consequently, this paper will seek to examine and explore the challenges women's rights advocates have faced in
Egypt's post-revolutionary period and whether there is evidence to suggest whether nationalism is a facilitator or
obstacle to women's rights progression.

Ahmed Kadry holds a dual honors degree in Law and Politics and an MA in Comparative Literature from the
American University in Cairo with a focus on women's writing. He began his PhD in 2012 at Imperial College London
where his research is on the evolution of women's socio-political discourse in Egypt after the 1952 and 2011
Revolutions in relation to their respective nationalist discourses.He lectures an introductory module to Middle Eastern
Studies at Imperial College London and his commentary on Egypt has appeared in several media publications
including The Huffington Post and Asharq Al-Awsat.

e Bessadi Nourredine: Le modele de la nation en Algérie: vers un paradigme intégrant la diversité

Cet article est une tentative d\'une redéfinition du paradigme du nationalisme en Algérie. Une redéfinition qui integer
la diversité de la société algérienne en vue d\'une approche plus objective et plus harmonieuse.

Bessadi Nourredine est actuellement en phase de finalization d'une these de doctorat en sciences du langage et
travaillant comme enseignant-chercheur a l'université Mouloud Mammeri de Tizi Ouzou. Spécialiste du paysage
sociolinguistique algérien et intéressée par les questions se rapportant aux droits linguistiques, a I'éducation, a la
citoyenneté et a I'assurance qualité dans I'enseignement supérieur en Algérie. Fondateur du Think Tank Education in
Algeria et membre de plusieurs réseaux de recherche nationaux et internationaux.

e Souhire Medini: De la Umma islamique a la nation tunisienne? Penser la dialectique islamisme/nationalisme
dans la construction idéologique d'Ennahdha

La victoire d’Ennahdha lors des élections de I'’Assemblée Nationale Constituante d’octobre 2011 en a fait un acteur
majeur et incontestable de la vie politique tunisienne. Cette recherche a pour ambition de réutiliser les concepts du
nationalisme pour mener une réflexion pertinente sur le parti islamiste Ennahdha. En effet, bien qu'il soit arrivé au
pouvoir en Tunisie par le biais d'élections démocratiques, il est régulierement accusé d'étre fondamentalement
étranger a cette nation. Pour traiter ce theme, il s'agit de se fonder en grande partie sur une comparaison entre
I'étude du communisme au cours du XXeéme siecle et celle qui est réservée aux partis islamistes aujourd'hui.

Souhire Medini est une étudiante franco-tunisienne, diplomée de I'Institut d’Etudes Politiques de Grenoble (France).
Elle a vécu dans différents pays arabes et/ou musulmans (Egypte, Liban, Turquie, Tunisie) ou elle a fait des stages
dans des think tanks (TESEV en Turquie), des ONG (Karama et ASMAE Soeur Emmanuelle en Egypte) ou encore
des centres de recherche (IRMC a Tunis, IFPO a Beyrouth). Elle s'intéresse de pres a l'idéologie du nationalisme
appliquée aux pays arabes et a notamment consacré son mémoire de Master a cette problématique appliquée au
parti islamiste Ennahdha.

e Caroline Barabary: Al-thawra mostamerra? Révolutionnaires et Contre-révolution en Egypte
Aprés le coup d’Etat du 3 juillet 2013 qui a destitué le premier président égyptien élu dans le cadre d'élections

pluralistes, une partie des analystes a eu tendance a considérer que toute la mobilisation de Tamarrod avait été
organisée et téléguidée par I'armée et les anciennes élites de Moubarak. En réalité la mobilisation de Tamarrod n'a
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attiré ces derniers acteurs. L’objectif du présent article est d’analyser ce dernier phénoméne qui interroge les
modalités de la politisation de la jeunesse égyptienne avant et aprés la révolution du 25 janvier.

Caroline Barbary est doctorante en sociologie Politique a la Sorbonne. Elle prépare une thése sous le titre de "la
construction sociale de la catégorie jeunesses de la révolution". Ses intéréts de recherche se concentrent sur les
mouvements sociaux de la jeunesse en Egypte et au Maroc. Elle a écrit deux articles, le premier est a paraitre dans
la revue confluences-méditerrané: "Tamarrod" vers une nouvelle définition de I'action politique dans le processus
révolutionnaire égyptien. Le second est a paraitre dans la revue Z: Al-thawra mostamerra? Révolutionnair-e-s et
Contre-révolution en Egypte.
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Producing the Public in Arab Societies:
Space, Media, Participation
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- Joe Khalil: Mainstreaming of Alternative Youth Media

10:15 -11:45 - Tarik Sabry: On Publicness, Time and Modernity in Rural Morocco
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- Mohamed ElShahed: Producing Publics in the Suez Zone: City, Agency and Spaces of Struggle
- Omar Dahi: Reconstructing Livelihoods among Syrian Refugees and Internally Displaced
Persons: A Multifaceted Approach

LS DSELALY - Mona Damluji: Dislocated Visual Cultures and the Representation of Everyday Life in Baghdad
since 2003
- Adnan Husnein: From Mosque versus the Square to Mosque and Square
- Noor Al-Qasimi: Post-Oil Technologies, Queer Futurities and the Emirati Indebted Subject
- Paul Amar: Popular Embodiments and Public Morality in Libya and Egypt
14:00 - 15:00 &30 dal i)
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15:00 - 15:45

- Pascale Ghazaleh: The Common Weal: Constituting National Resources in 19th Century Egypt
- Lina Attalah: Producing the Public: On Being “Online”
- Laila Shereen Sakr: An Egyptian Virtual Body Politic

24



g@ﬂ The ACSS Research Forum

* .
s o Tunis, May 6 to May 10, 2014
EVIES TUT BV -5 e -
dscloinll oolell |Somise o,

15:45 — 16:00 5 9¢81) dal i
(CHEll 4883 45 + a5l ad il A8ds 15) Cililia g 43 5 iy e — AS Ldially dyinall Janll &2 gana
16:00 - 17:00 s Copd DAl s
- Sherene Seikaly: A Protest of the Poor: On the Political Meaning of the People
17:00 — 18:30 Slax JilE Al
) [ sia 9 daaal)
09:00 - 11:00 s Al -l ylaig HSE : Maled) Jlaall” £l e sanal Aliadio el
11:00 — 11:15 5 9481 da sl
11:15 - 13:30 Ll Auadall - il a0 "alall Jlaall” 2 e sanal Aliadio cileLaia)
13:30 - 14:30 o) 35d) da i
14:30 - 16:00 N Lda) - by ylaig HSE T Malad) Jaal” £ L) e ganal Aliaiie cilelial
16:00 — 16:15 5 9481 da i)
16:15 — 18:00 Lol U Auadall - iyl a1 el Q) 2l e sanal Aliaiie CileLaia)
20:00 - 22:00 slis Jia
2/ 5a 10 sl
09:00 — 11:00 09:00 - 11:00
Cra) aland) [ CLBYAY) Jga Jas Ly asaadl) [ &l Jga Jas Ly

25



$RENPBTs

| At Counce
ENTL SR UITTE V) Fotd ot PR,

The ACSS Research Forum

Grcloinll polell | SIS e oo

Producing the Public in Arab Societies: Space, Media, Participation
Tunis, May 7 to 10, 2014

Workshop Agenda

Wednesday May 7

16:00 — 19:00

Workshop Opening Session (Agenda found in the Research Forum Schedule)

19:00 - 21:00

Reception

Thursday May 8

08:30 - 09:00

Introduction by the three coordinators to the aims of the meeting, overall themes, synergies
between the three groups and the next phases of the program

09:00 - 10:00

Media Working Group — Individual presentations and discussion (15 min per person)
Session Chaired by Tarik Sabry

- Helga Tawil-Souri: Dis/Formations of Palestine
- Ramy Aly: The Talk of the Town: Local Newspapers and New Publics in Egypt
- Layal Ftouni: Formations and Mediations of Publicness in Contemporary Arab Art
el alladl g Banaa Adlh et o el ) jad) 5 il (A sgsagy i) e

10:00-10:15

Coffee Break

10:15-11:45

Media Working Group — Individual presentations and discussion (15 min per person + 45 min
discussion)
Session Chaired by Tarik Sabry

- Joe Khalil: Mainstreaming of Alternative Youth Media

- Tarik Sabry: On Publicness, Time and Modernity in Rural Morocco
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11:45 - 14:00

Space Working Group — Individual presentations and discussion (15 min per person + 45 min
discussion)
Session Chaired by Paul Amar

- Mohamed EIShahed: Producing Publics in the Suez Zone: City, Agency and Spaces of Struggle
- Omar Dahi: Reconstructing Livelihoods among Syrian Refugees and Internally Displaced
Persons: A Multifaceted Approach

- Mona Damluiji: Dislocated Visual Cultures and the Representation of Everyday Life in Baghdad
since 2003

- Adnan Husnein: From Mosque versus the Square to Mosque and Square

- Noor Al-Qasimi: Post-Oil Technologies, Queer Futurities and the Emirati Indebted Subject

- Paul Amar: Popular Embodiments and Public Morality in Libya and Egypt

14:00 - 15:00

Lunch Break

15:00 - 15:45

Participation Working Group — Individual presentations and discussion (15 min per person)
Session Chaired by Sherene Seikaly

- Pascale Ghazaleh: The Common Weal: Constituting National Resources in 19th Century Egypt
- Lina Attalah: Producing the Public: On Being “Online”
- Laila Shereen Sakr: An Egyptian Virtual Body Politic

Tunis, May 6 to May 10, 2014
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15:45 - 16:00 Coffee Break

Participation Working Group — Individual presentations and discussion (15 min per person + 45
min discussion)
16:00 — 17:00 Session Chaired by Sherene Seikaly

- Sherene Seikaly: A Protest of the Poor: On the Political Meaning of the People

17:00 - 18:30 Collective Discussion

Friday May 9

09:00 - 11:00 ProdPub Breakout Groups: Ideas and Theories — Session One

11:00 - 11:15 Coffee Break

11:15-13:30 ProdPub Breakout Groups: Ideas and Theories — Session Two

13:30-14:30 Lunch Break

14:30 - 16:00 ProdPub Breakout Groups: Ideas and Theories — Session Three

16:00 - 16:15 Coffee Break

16:15 - 18:00 ProdPub Breakout Groups: Ideas and Theories — Session Four

20:00 — 22:00 Dinner

Saturday May 10

09:00-11:00 09:00-11:00

Roundtable Workshop on Ethics / Insecurity Roundtable Workshop on Publication / Dissemination
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Producing the Public in Arab Societies: Space, Media, Participation

Space Working Group:
. Paul Amar: Popular Embodiments and Public Morality in Libya and Egypt Page 29
e  Omar Dahi: Reconstructing Livelihoods among Syrian Refugees and Internally Displaced Persons:
A Multifaceted Approach Page 30
. Mona Damluji: Dislocated Visual Cultures and the Representation of Everyday Life in Baghdad since 2003 Page 31
e  Adnan Husnein: From Mosque versus the Square to Mosque and Square Page 33
e Noor Al-Qasimi: Post-Oil Technologies, Queer Futurities and the Emirati Indebted Subject Page 34
e  Mohamed EIShahed: Producing Publics in the Suez Zone: City, Agency and Spaces of Struggle Page 37
Media Working Group:
e Tarik Sabry: On Publicness, Time and Modernity in Rural Morocco Page 38
e Ramy Aly: The Talk of the Town: Local Newspapers and New Publics in Egypt Page 39
eondl alladl 3 Banas Aauald et el Sl jall 5 Al 1 A gguna gy Jajadl 4= @ | page 40
e Layal Ftouni: Formations and Mediations of Publicness in Contemporary Arab Art Page 43
e Joe Khalil: Mainstreaming of Alternative Youth Media Page 44
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e Helga Tawil-Souri: Dis/Formations of Palestine Page 47
Participation Working Group:
e Sherene Seikaly: A Protest of the Poor: On the Political Meaning of the People Page 49
e Alaa AbdelFattah: The Activist as Intellectual Page 50
e Lina Attalah: Producing the Public: On Being “Online” Page 51
e Ahmad Gharbeia: Digital Empowerment: Mapping for Localities Page 53
e Pascale Ghazaleh: The Common Weal: Constituting National Resources in 19th Century Egypt Page 54
e Hoda ElSadda: Neoliberalism in Higher Education in Egypt: Histories, Contestation and Visions for the Future Page 55
e Laila Shereen Sakr: An Egyptian Virtual Body Politic Page 57
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Producing the Public in Arab Societies: Space, Media, Participation

Space Working Group:
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Paul Amar: Popular Embodiments and Public Morality in Libya and Egypt

This project provides a comparative analysis on two kinds of youth movements — new youth-wings of Sufi orders and
Ultras soccer fan clubs -- that have been struggling to occupy public spaces in new ways and to produce alternative
notions of public morality and embodiment as they resist attacks by Salafist vigilante groups, police brutality, and
demonization by state media in Libya (Benghazi area) and in Egypt (in Cairo and in Tanta). Fieldwork in Libya
focuses on Sufi shrines and sites of Moulid “saints festivals” in Libya, Rajma (in the Benghazi area) and, secondarily,
in Tripoli; Ultras have emerged, in Benghazi particularly, as collective formations to manifest ambiguous anti-
authoritarian youth expressions and to mobilize new kinds of “politics of fun” as well as direct-action tactics. In Egypt,
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the Youth Sufi Congress formed in 2012 has attempted mobilize new representations and public visibilities of Sufis as
public actors with specific policy and social goals around Sayyida Zeinab and Hussein Square in Cairo and in the
Delta town of Tanta. Ultras sites in Egypt include occupations of Central Cairo bridges and spaces around the
parliament, presidential palace and interior ministry. | will examine songs, chants, visual culture (murals, graffiti), as
well as forms of comparable and contrasting collective embodiment, sexuality expressions, and gender/generational
public distinctions for both groups. Do these forms of embodiment of masculinity, femininity, religiosity, and
citizenship offer new notions of the public that point to new ways of engaging youth in the public sphere?

Paul Amar has served from 2011-2013 as lead researcher in Cairo, Egypt, on the project “Societal Violence and
Alternative Security Practices” at Nazra for Feminist Studies. In the past he has served as Fulbright Scholar affiliated
with Cairo University’s Department of Economics and Political Science, worked with the United Nations on conflict
and development issues in the Middle East, cooperated on urbanism and public space research at the CEDEJ in
Egypt, and been awarded fellowships for study at the American University in Cairo and the University of Marrakesh,
Morocco. In 2003, he co-founded the Center for Middle East Studies at the Federal University Fluminense, in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil. He currently serves as Associate Professor in the Global & International Studies Program of the
University of California, Santa Barbara. Prof. Amar's research, publishing and teaching focuses on the areas of state
institutions, security regimes, social movements, and democratic transitions in the Middle East and Latin America,
and traces the origins and intersections of new patterns of police militarization, security governance, humanitarian
intervention, and spatial transformation in the megacities of the global south. His books include Cairo Cosmopolitan
(2006); Dispatches from the Arab Spring (2013); and The Security Archipelago (2013).
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Omar Dahi: Reconstructing Livelihoods among Syrian Refugees and Internally Displaced Persons: A
Multifaceted Approach

The displacement of the refugees has been used as a rallying cry to mobilize the opposition movement both internally
and externally. However if regional history is any guide, refugees are more useful to a cause than a cause is useful to
them. This project builds on previous research on how refugees are configured in post-conflict reconstruction of
livelihood and the built environment in Syria. The research will take place in Syria, Turkey, and Lebanon. Our project
lies at the intersection of the three themes of the research proposal: inequality, mobility, and development. This
proposal argues that if future Syria does not place the interests of refugees at the fore, refugees may be victimized
three times. First as victims of unequal development, second as victims of brutal repression, and third as victims of
neoliberal reconstruction projects. The research examines how the emerging plans for post-conflict reconstruction
and development ‘imagine’ the process of post-regime development and in particular the role and place of the
refugees and IDPs. Over a period of twelve months, we will also be examining how these groups themselves imagine
their future and that of Syria. Our project would continue to critically interrogate the discourses, plans, statements,
and conferences, emanating on refugees and IDPs. We plan to examine these processes on two levels, an
international and global level and a local grassroots one. We plan to examine these processes on two levels. At the
level of reconstruction projects and summits and at the same time, we will conduct ethnographic research and
experiment with Participatory Action Research among refugee populations in Turkey and Lebanon, asking them
about their own perspectives about how they imagine their future and that of Syria.

Omar S. Dahi is associate professor of economics at Hampshire College in Amherst, USA. He specializes in
economic development and international trade, with a focus on South-South economic relations and the political
economy of the Middle East and North Africa. Dahi also serves on the editorial committee of the Middle East
Report and is co-editor of the Syria page at Jadaliyya. His work has been published in various academic journals,
including the Journal of Development Economics, Applied Economics, and the Southern Economic Journal.

2003 dia iy B 4 gall Blad) Jifiai g Ay jhaaall 4 paal) CBEL ;o gladl) e

A Ay G T L) 3 dpa sl slad) oyt dlaiy 8 Aas § el Lilde (e ) aiisdl Joadl) By
ClaalinY) Sl L ol Jle 85 5 alally alal) Gallaall 8 suaa A€ cilia) il | saca gy Gl Jad )
b ol sadl e Aiaggal il Aa) Bl Cum o Kadl 35 Jal (o it Aaall il 5p0s)
;U:.un\}) rl;.\l:.\.:ﬂ\} UAJLQSB eaxjdm.\c).au 2003 J.\AJG_ELE.\]\} B)..abu\.“ alazxal Lﬁ).-a.ﬁ\ canl Y o) alax

&\J@@L@J}d\)ﬂ\cjhﬁsﬁuuu

e il audi iaY] (o jaall 3] die chal 5 3 Ay jead) AN Jlee Y1 5 Al claadll Sdas Caall 138 a8y Co g
Ol 3w (e 42l g 58 13 adiuy 2003 (& Alials Gall 556 Gliel 4 sy b Al aedy elaal)
Led sty Lead B sliall 5 Ansall (3 ael pha (331 () siaal) LSl Lgaatiin Al AalSall Sliadl Y o8 Le (1) 0nsna
A1t 58l gl 5 DY) an Ja 5 Bl el JA1a ) saiiall () 58l jall aadien (S (2) TTBEAY) lay g diaall 536 die

USRS Lguim ye 5 clgie a5 ecleliadl) s ilas) i) ods Caua o 356 yall 2Dle Y Jils s (g L e

CAll 26 3 (Mellon Post-Doctoral Fellow) of ) siSall axs L s jal ") slaa el y (8 Al ) (o8 o sladl) a
ol sSall Balgd e Clias s slilule 43V 5 (8 055 A0S A a1 5 ApadlY) 4y pead) A8 5 (5 0¥ 5 Dl
& el s (g naal) eliadll (g GV Ll e Lilagl S 53, S (8 i) sallS dada (e A jlenal) dunigh)
Petroleum’s " ¢l sies S Cadls e Tlla CaSad zlal) ddkaie 8 Jadill daiiall Glald) (e Lad e 5 ol )5 GBIl
Aoyl yie 45 48 =ud "Promise: The Neo-colonial Imaginary of Qil Cities in the Arabian Gulf

31



Ef“f.tﬁﬁ The ACSS Research Forum
-

s
" Tunis, May 6 to May 10, 2014

ERTL SR ITER ] i vt A
Gucloliall oglsl) | St e socoes

)_Uu\q;w@mm\mms)ﬂaﬁwQGM\¢m0m<ux,. Hmd;\ww )s uanill g Jadil) oy Ul
Jadll Al Glaldl 8 anal el g Tadil) 4S 55 colal Guaall (5 puaall

Gl il 5l IS 54 S ja s ((SSRC) duelaial¥) aglall isay ulae (g dadie zie (3o peally e Silagl ans
Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa and (s Lelbee | & i Aty jll il jall S 5 S e s ddan sl
Aldladl e maall e baig the Middle East and Traditional Dwellings and Settlements Review
Sl Al S e e 0 slailly S s Ane 8 Cilelal 5 A1 g8 g1 pm i jlaa g @M g e e ghail ) f*ﬁ;cﬂ‘
e e clee Il cull ‘@Lm‘s\;\ astall i g3 S e celaa¥l g osilly Gonll ey cphangl (3l
ol bl Gl see el (e i il it Baad L) IS 8 o gl ALl s el il de gill 5 Jaal 5ill

(oIl

gl 5l

http://monadamluji.weebly.com

Mona Damluji: Dislocated Visual Cultures and the Representation of Everyday Life in Baghdad since 2003

Sectarian-based segregation is a recent phenomenon in Baghdad that has radically transformed everyday life in the
city. As a result, residents have improvised and planned new spatial strategies in public and private spheres.
Furthermore, new strategies for representing the city have been and continue to be developed to reclaim the city in
terms of positive alternatives to dominant narratives of erasure and loss in Baghdad. The visual archive of
contemporary Baghdad that has emerged since 2003 has been constantly mediated, negotiated and regulated in turn
by communities outside of Irag with interests inside the country.

This research will contribute an analysis of the spatial embodiments and visual cultural work that have developed
since the blast walls began to divide and reconfigure social space in Baghdad following the invasion and occupation
of Iraq in 2003. This project is driven by two central questions: (1) What spatial strategies do civilian residents use to
navigate, maneuver, and transform the city since the invasion and occupation began? (2) How do Iraqis living inside
Iragq and outside the country use film, photography and other visual media to represent, narrate, and problematize the
emergence of these strategies and spaces?

Mona Damluji is Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow in Asian & Islamic Art History and Visual Culture at Wheaton College in
Massachusetts. She received her PhD in Architecture from the University of California Berkeley. Her research
focuses on intersections among urban space and cinema in Iraq, Iran, and other oil-producing countries of the Gulf
region. Her current book project, titled “Petroleum’s Promise: The Neo-colonial Imaginary of Oil Cities in the Arabian
Gulf,” weaves together related histories of oil, urbanization, and cinema to provide an analytical account of the rise of
British oil company public relations as linked to the modern urban development of oil company towns and capital
cities in oil producing countries.

Mona’s research has been supported by grants from the Social Science Research Council, the Berkeley Center for
Middle Eastern Studies, and the Berkeley Center for British Studies. Mona has published her work in Comparative
Studies of South Asia, Africa and the Middle East and Traditional Dwellings and Settlements Review. She has
organized numerous outreach events featuring film, photography and performance in Berkeley in collaboration with
the Center for Middle Eastern Studies, Center for Race and Gender, Townsend Center for Humanities, and the
International House. Mona has worked as the educational outreach coordinator for the Arab Film Festival in California
for two years, curating the Arab Film Festival for the Schools program.

Professional Website

http://monadamluji.weebly.com/
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Adnan Husnein: From Mosque versus the Square to Mosque and Square

Throughout history, the mosque occupied a central position in local communities. It was never identified with
“Islamists” or “Extremism” but merely a community facility. Under totalitarian regimes, the mosque often became a
rallying space for resistance both in colonial times and in more recent history. On the other hand, the square in the
twentieth century became the place and symbol of power and dominance through military parades and organized
pro-regime rallies.
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The square and the boulevard played a prominent role as the spaces of spontaneous political expression during the
“Arab Spring.” L’Avenue Habib Bourguiba in Tunis, Tahreer Square in Cairo, Maydan Al Hurriya in Benghazi, and
Martyrs Square in Tripoli were transformed into public spaces of revolution and hope. With the help of social media,
people came together first as neighborhoods and that is where their identity lay as they learned to cooperate, protest
and protect.For this research, my case study would involve a comparison between Algeria (former Cathedral) Square
and its environs and the Shuhada (Martyrs) Square as different configurations and how they can be turned into public
spaces of inclusion and dialogue. | would incorporate my knowledge of architectural and urban history. Regardless of
the fact that colonial urban planning created spaces of dominance, their manipulation of architecture and built form
was often quite masterful and can be utilized to enhance a sense of identity and community for a democratic future.
My methodology would synthesize some of the ideas of colonial city building and traditional Islamic norms to increase
interaction and inclusiveness among all members of society. | shall use interviews with a diversity of community and
policy actors to explore how imaginaries of the public are constructed from first-hand and mediated experience and
knowledge.

Adnan Husnéin joined ALHOSN University faculty in 2006 as the Chairman of the new Department of Urban
Planning (2006-2011), the first and remains the only, Bachelor of Urban Planning program in the UAE. Husnéin
earned his Ph.D. degree in Urban Design and Planning in 2006 from the University of Washington, Seattle, USA. He
has researched, taught and lectured in the USA and the Middle East. His research interest has focused on clarifying
the events and ideas that surrounded the foundation of the modernization process and its impact on the traditional
built environment. Another area of research interest focuses on the emerging modern metropolis in North Africa and
the Middle East. Husnéin presented several papers at local, regional and international conferences. A paper on
planning the recovery of Dubai will be presented at the 5th Joint AESOP-ACSP Congress. His work on Dubai and
Doha will appear in forthcoming book chapters. He sat on the editorial board of the Journal of Faculty of Engineering
and Applied Science. He frequently serves as both internal and external jury member on several capstone project
committees, and as a judge for various student competitions. Since the start of the Libyan revolution in February
2011, he has participated in relief work efforts and contributed to founding several professional organizations in the
USA, UAE and Libya. He also coorganized a conference in Derna, Libya, in 2011, TEDxTripoli 2012. As an avid
marathoner, he is determined to organize the first full-fledged “freedom” marathon from Martyrs Square in Tripoli to
Martyrs Square in Zawia, Libya.
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http://socialsciences.exeter.ac.uk/iais/events/conferences/transgressingthequlf
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Anticipatory Governance, Queer Difference and the Ascendancy of the Emirati Indebted Subject

http://www.sharjah.ac.ae/ar/academics/colleges/ahss/depts/sd/People/Pages/default.aspx

http://socialsciences.exeter.ac.uk/iais/staff/al-gasimi
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Noor Al-Qasimi: Post-Oil Technologies, Queer Futurities and the Emirati Indebted Subject

This study examines subjective formations of debt with reference to neoliberal governance and post-oil technologies
in the UAE. | am concerned with the way in which the indebted subject is produced within the discursive structures of
creditor and the state, and the debtor and the Emirati post-oil generation. Within this, | explore the role of
indebtedness and notions of deviation with reference to the Emirati sex-gender system, which is premised on
reproductive heteronormative sexuality. | interrogate the extent to which queer difference and indebtedness occupy
spaces of struggle and social unhappiness and/or embodiments of futurity, hope and regeneration. | deconstruct the
nuances inherent in the production of ‘death worlds’ and the necropolitical, questioning the extent to which queer
bodies are limited to a life of incarceration or whether they are in fact re-inscribed into the fold of the nation-state. The
technologies of life in this instance include the manner in which ‘contaminated’ sexualities are implicated within
‘corrective’ narratives of life and reproduction, manifest primarily in psychiatric medicine and correction centres,
amongst other sites. | proceed to examine the way in which pan-Gulfian neo-liberalism and biopolitics engender
processes of control and subjugation through capitalist accumulation and future debt.

Noor Al-Qasimi is a UK-based cultural theorist, presently an Honorary Research Fellow at The Institute of Arab and
Islamic Studies at The University of Exeter, UK and a Research Fellow at the Department of Sociology at The
University of Sharjah, UAE. She is also a member of the Arab Council for Social Science working group on space. Al-
Qasimi received her PhD from the Department of Film and Television Studies at the University of Warwick, UK in
2007. She has held research fellowships at The Center for the Study of Gender and Sexuality at New York University,
USA, at The Centre for Cultural and Creative Industries, King's College, University of London, UK, and at The John
Hope Franklin Center for Interdisciplinary and International Studies at Duke University, Durham, North Carolina, USA.
She also held a teaching fellowship in the Department of Media, Culture and Communication, at New York
University. Recent work includes “Shampoo: Editing, Advertising, and Codes of Modesty in Saudi Arabian
Television”, in Camera Obscura: Feminism, Media, and Cultural Studies 26 (77), pp. 91-121 (Duke University Press,
2011); “Immodest Modesty: Accommodating Dissent and the 'Abayah-as-Fashion in the Arab Gulf States,” Journal of
Middle East Women'’s Studies, 6 (1), pp. 46-74 (Indiana University Press) and co-guest-edited “Queering Middle
Eastern Cyberspaces”, with Adi Kuntsman, in the Journal of Middle East Women'’s Studies, 8 (3) (Indiana University
Press, 2012)._She has also authored book chapters and texts including “Ladies and Gentlemen, Boyahs and Girls:
Uploading Transnational Queer Subjectivities” in Circuits of Visibility: Gender and Transnational Media Cultures, ed.
Radha Hegde (New York: New York University Press, 2011). Al-Qasimi has taught graduate and undergraduate
courses in gender, sexuality, Middle Eastern cultural studies, media studies and postcolonialism. Research interests
include, the intersectional analysis between sexuality, cybtertechnology, biomedia, post-oil technologies and
neoliberalism, biopolitics, necropolitics, theories of debt and subjectivity, and theories of assemblage and affect. She
is committed to developing educational and intellectual platforms that engender an interdisciplinary approach to the
contemporary Gulf. A recent collaborative undertaking has been a symposium organized with William Gallois (Exeter)
at the Institute for Arab and Islamic Studies, University of Exeter, entitled “Transgressing the Gulf: Dissidence,
Resistance and Potentiality in the GCC
states”.  http://socialsciences.exeter.ac.uk/iais/events/conferences/transgressingthequlf/ ~ Al-Qasimi is currently
working on a manuscript entitled, “Anticipatory Governance, Queer Difference and the Ascendancy of the Emirati
Indebted Subject”.
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Mohamed EIShahed: Producing Publics in the Suez Zone: City, Agency and Spaces of Struggle

How has the presence of one of the world’s most contested and vital waterways in the backyard of three of Egypt's
cities influenced the productions of those cities’ publics and spaces? The three Suez Zone cities offer unique and
extreme examples of spaces of struggle to investigate how urban publics resist urban futures determined by
militarized states and global/Gulf capital. The Suez Canal is a highly militarized waterway managed by the opaque
Suez Canal Authority supervised by the military. The history of the canal and its relation to global economy directly
impacts three cities, two of which were founded with the building of the Canal in the 1850s. Port Said in the north,
Ismailia in the middle and Suez in the southern end of the canal are vital strategic points where the Suez Canal
Authority maintains its offices and facilities. The history and the shape of those cities, particularly Port Said and
Ismailia, have been directly linked to the colonial struggle to control the canal, the subsequent nationalization of the
facility and the wars that followed as well as the political and economic policies of post-Camp David Egypt and
subsequent neoliberal global economy. This project focuses on Suez Canal cities and the social movements within
them to trace spatial practices, visual culture and public embodiments as ways to counter globalization, violence and
political marginalization.

Mohamed Elshahed is a Cairo-based scholar and researcher currently completing his doctoral dissertation in the
Middle East Studies Department at New York University. His dissertation,Revolutionary Modernism? Architecture and
the Politics of Transition in Egypt, 1936-1967, focuses on architecture and urban planning in Egypt during the period
of political transition around the 1952 coup d’etat. Mohamed has a Bachelor of Architecture from the New Jersey
Institute of Technology and a Master in Architecture Studies from MIT.

Website:Cairobserver.com
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Tarik Sabry: On Publicness, Time and Modernity in Rural Morocco

The proposed research aims to study how people in a Berber Moroccan village in the Atlas Mountains negotiate
meanings of time and publicness. It will examine if and how the village’s introduction to media technology over the
last decade (especially television and mobile phone technology) has altered the villagers’ conceptions and meanings
of time and what it means to belong to a public. Ethnographic research will be conducted in the Ait Nuh village with
three different generations from five different families using interviews and participant observation. The research
attempts to build on work conducted by the sociologist Pierre Bourdieu in Algeria, (his seminal analysis of Berbers’
conceptualization of time predates the spread of visual media technology in the region) and work on constructions of
‘publicness’ by Paddy Scannell. The research will also draw on more recent scholarship on the relationships between
media, culture, time and publicness.

Tarik Sabry is Reader in media and communication theory at the University of Westminster where he is member of
the Communication and Media Research Institute and the Arab Media Centre. He is author of Cultural Encounters in
the Arab World: On Media, the Modern and the Everyday (2010, IB. Tauris) and Editor of Arab Cultural Studies:
Mapping the Field (2012, IB. Tauris). He is also co-founder and co-editor of the Middle East Journal of Culture and
Communication and founder of the Journal Westminster Papers in Communication and Culture. He is currently
working on two co-edited volumes. The first is on Arab Subcultures: Reflections on Theory and Practice (IB. Tauris
2014), the other a handbook on Media and Culture in the Middle East (Blackwell, 2014). His research interests
include time and 'being modern', migration, Arab audiences, Arab popular cultures and Arab contemporary
philosophical thought.
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Ramy Aly: The Talk of the Town: Local Newspapers and New Publics in Egypt

The proposed research will document the social and professional lives of media activists, journalists and readers
involved in producing and sustaining independent local tabloid newspapers in non---metropolitan Egypt. These
newspapers are pioneering local journalism in Egypt and mediating communities and public---ness in parts of the
country that have traditionally been marginal within Egypt's media industry and public sphere. The media initiative |
will be following is called Welad El-Balad, an independent Cairo based national media collective whose members are
overwhelmingly young and from the communities they are reporting. The research is conceptually framed by the
notions of new forms of public---ness, the continuities and discontinuities of local, national and international time, as
well as relationships between rural and urban spaces. However the film that will emerge from the research will be
based on lateral collaborative production approaches that give priority to the concerns and modes of self---
representation of the subjects of the film.

Ramy M. K. Aly is Assistant Professor of Anthropology and Mellon Post-Doctoral Fellow at The American University
in Cairo (AUC). Prior to joining AUC, Ramy was Lecturer in Anthropology at the University of Sussex where he
completed his PhD in Social Anthropology in 2011. His first monograph ‘Becoming Arab in London: Performativity
and the Undoing of Identity’ will be published by Pluto Press in the summer of 2014. Ramy has taken part in a
number of media projects; in 2011 he co-founded the Public Service Broadcasting Initiative in Egypt (e3lamak.tv)
which produced party political broadcasts in the run-up to the 2012 parliamentary elections as well as animated public
information adverts on human development and poverty indicators across Egypt. In 2012 the project produced
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Egypt's first long-form documentary series ‘Awel El-Khayt’ which will begin its second season in spring 2014. He has
also contributed to research on Transnational Television Cultures and Arab Audiences in Europe at the London
School of Economics as well as research on The BBC World Service and BBC Arabic at the Open University and the
Centre for Research on Socio-Cultural Change. Ramy’s main research interests are material and visual cultures,
performative gender and sexuality, critical cultural studies, semiotics, discourse analysis and media anthropology.
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AbdulAziz Boumeshouli: Philosophy and the Arab Mobilizations: "New Philosophical Experiments in the
Arab World"

Philosophy in the Arab world is currently influenced by the rhythm of a multi-faceted event, the political appearance of
which is merely one dimension of it. Hence, philosophy is living a special moment of transformation where thought
has rebelled against a reality that no longer satisfies its universal horizon. These events are related to Arab
mobilizations which led to “societal revolutions”, particularly in Tunisia and Egypt which witnessed the downfall of
authoritarian regimes that dominated the Arab arena for decades and influenced all Arab countries. Arab countries
also witnessed a thorough social mobilization that seeks reform and change, as well as the renewal of cultural
perspectives that contribute to the building of intellectual life supportive of the establishment of civil societies
empowered to build its future and its historical experience.

Does this social mobilization, which has ushered geo-political collapses in the heart of the Arab world, constitute a
chance for the return of the philosophical thought to the public space? Is it possible for a different Arab philosophy to
appear, that has a universal orientation? And if that is possible, what are the harbingers of this philosophy and what
are its characteristics? Can we consider revolutions as one of the facets of the Arab mobilizations, "a philosophical
event" in the sense that they express an awareness of being a "shared subjectivism" (&S_iiall 4313)), driven by the
desire to secure mutual recognition between free entities, and in the adoption of a new pattern that allows it to build a
world where it can invent its present? Does this event provide intellectuals in general, and especially new thinkers,
with the potential to put forth a philosophy that responds to the changes of the world, and expresses the experience
of thought through which they test their abilities to contribute to nurturing a new Arab philosophy? In other words,
what did this event change in the relations between Arab intellectuals and the world around them, and their
relationship with prevailing patterns of thinking and their general trends?
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It seems that a new path to the philosophy of the future has begun taking shape in the horizon, and one of the tasks
of this research will be to detect the return of "philosophical debate" to the public space, through monitoring of various
new philosophical trends that interacted with the Arab mobilizations. However, we will not stop at this point but we will
try to highlight the new axes of what can be called approaching "philosophical revolution" in the Arab world, led by
philosophers with the necessary courage in philosophizing what is innovative for life and its concepts. Therefore, the
task assigned to this research requires us to work on the monitoring of the various imaginaries and concepts used by
Arab thinkers and philosophers, to establish a new philosophical horizon that responds to human aspirations in the
Arab world. However, the mission also compels us, in an anticipatory fashion, to reveal the return of the philosophical
thought to public space. Philosophy is working with concepts, but these concepts although abstract, are merely tools
of thought in order to understand the present, shed light on ways of living, and therefore guide life, assist individuals
to acquire self-awareness, and assist the people to create their own destiny.

We ought to conduct field research within this context to determine the emerging philosophical shifts that have
opened up significantly to problems associated with being and what it is and to the questions of the lived world. This
means that we will be interested in tracking the experience of the new philosophical thought in the Arab world in order
to characterize its interactions with social mobilization, which has created with its current revolutions, different
conditions that are capable of resuming the philosophical discourse, and helping the emergence of philosophical
creativity, that contribute to the enrichment of Arab mobilizations with different perspectives that accommodate the
spirit of the cultural time and reveal the evolution of consciousness of Arab being.

AbdulAziz Boumeshouli is a writer and researcher in the contemporary philosophical thought; president of the
Center of Philosophical Research in Marrakech; former president of the Moroccan Writers Union branch in
Marrakech; a member of the House of Poetry in Morocco; and a professor of the Regional Institute of Education and
Training Professions in Marrakech.

Published works:

- Al-Shi‘r wal-Ta'wil (Poetry and interpretation).Afrigiya Al-Sharq, Al Baydaa - Beirut 1998

- Al-Usus Al-Falsafiya li-Nathariyat Nihayat Al-Akhlag (The philosophical foundations of the theory ofthe end
of morality), Silsilat Abhath Falsafiya, Walili, Marrakech 2001

- Al-Shi'r, al-Wujud wal-Zaman: Ru'ya Falsafiya lil-Shi‘r (Poetry, Existence and time, a philosophical vision of
poetry). Afrigiya Al-Sharg, 2002.

- Al-Ka'in al-Shi'ri (The poetic creature), Nadakom- Rabat 2004

- Akhlag al-Ghayr: Nahw Falsafa Ghayriyya (The ethics of others, towards a philosophy of
Otherness)Philosophical Research Center in Morocco, Walili - Marrakech 2005

- Al-Falsafa al-Maghribiyya, Su’al al-Kawniyya wal-Mustagbal (Moroccan Philosophy, the Question of Being
and the Future), Philosophical Research ,Walili - Marrakech 2007

- Al-Ka'in wal-Mataha al-Tafkir fil-Zaman al-Mu‘asir (The creature and the Labyrinth: thinking in contemporary
times),Philosophical Research Center in Morocco, Walili - Marrakech in 2007

- Nihayat al-Akhlagq aw al-in‘itaf nahw al-mabda’ al-Itigi al-Muhayith (The end of morals or the turn towards the
ethical principle of immanence). Al-Qunaytira: Dar al-Harf, 2009.

- Fi Tajrubat al-Jasad (On the body experience),Philosophical Research Center in Morocco 2011

- Mabadi’ Falsafat al-Ta‘ayush (The principles of the philosophy of coexistence), Africa Al-Sharqg -2013

Co-Authored Publications:

- Al-Zaman wal-Fikr (Time and thought), with Abdul Samad Al Kabbas, Philosophical Research Center .Dar
Al-Thagafah, Baidha, 2003

- Uful al-Hagiga (The demise of the truth), with Abdul Samad Al-Kabbas and Hassan Ozal - Philosophical
Research Center - Africa Al-Sharg, 2004.

- Fi al-Shi'r al-Maghribi al-Mu’asir (On contemporary Moroccan poetry), with a group of authors, Dar Toubkal,
2004
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- lsti‘jal al-Shi‘r (Urging poetry) Translation with Mohammed Bennis - House of Poetry in Morocco, 2003

- Tahiyaila Hisham al-Shraibi (Salute to Hicham Chraibi), with a group of Arab intellectuals - the House of
Wisdom, Carthage, Tunisia, 2005
Al-Tasamuh wal-Tanwir wa Tajdid al-Fikr al-Arabi (Tolerance, Enlightenment, and the renewal of Arab
thought), with a group of Arab intellectuals - the House of Wisdom, Carthage, Tunisia, 2007
Al-Falsafa wa Huquq al-Insan (Philosophy and Human Rights)- Cairo University Publications 2011
Rihanat al-Falsafa al-Arabiyya (The Stakes of Arab Philosophy)- Faculty of Arts Publications in Rabat, 2010
Al-Turath wal-Hadatha- Hawl al-Jabiri (Tradition and modernity - On Al-Jabiri), with a group of researchers,
Dar Al-Tawhidi, Rabat 2012
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Layal Ftouni: Formations and Mediations of Publicness in Contemporary Arab Art

The proposed research studies the way by which contemporary Arab art invokes competing but also shifting
accounts of public-ness. It explores different formations and mediations of public-ness in artistic and curatorial
practices. Focusing on “public-ness” (a performative category), as opposed to “the public”, the research asks key
questions such as: What is the role of the art institution, in terms of its structures and rhetoric, in creating/ mediating
public-ness? How can we think public-ness in the context of contemporary Arab Art at a time when the global
pandemic of contemporariness foregrounds momentary, subjective models of socio-political exchange? How do we
make sense of practices, displayed and performed in the streets, the squares or public buildings, and outside the
global art circuits or white cube exhibition space? Why is it that public art borne out of the revolutions and public
upheavels is excluded from “the contemporary” in art critical discourses and what does this tell us about different
manifestations of publicness in Arab Art ?

Layal Ftouni is writer, lecturer at the university of Westminster. Her research, titled Dismantling or Reproducing the
Orientalist Canon? examines Neo-Orientalism in contemporary visual arts. She has presented her research in a
number of different forums including Iniva, The Courtauld Institute of Art, Ruskin School of Art -University of Oxford,
and the University of Copenhagen.
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Layal is also the co-founder of Arab Cultural Studies Group and a member of the Stuart Hall Library Research
Network at IniVa. She is currently working on a book co-edited with Tarik Sabry titledArab Subcultures:
Transformations in Theory and Practice (I.B. Tauris). Her recent publications include a chapter titled “Rethinking
Gender Studies: Towards an Arab Feminist Epistemology” in Arab Cultural Studies: Mapping the Field edited by Tarik
Sabry. Her interests include, Gender Studies, Contemporary Arab and Middle Eastern Art, postcolonial theory, and
theory and criticism of art.
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Joe Khalil: Mainstreaming of Alternative Youth Media

This proposed research aims to examine how forms of ‘youth’ self-expressive activities, originally developed outside
of the mainstream media, have been reconfigured and integrated within a wide array of Arab cultural practices. The
variety of ways these youth-generated media have been ‘re-embedded’ in social and economic structures is worthy of
recognition. The research specifically explores the reasons and the processes of socializing individuals to move from
the ranks of activists and/or amateurs to become music, comedy or news professionals. For example, the Egyptian
heart surgeon and activist Bassem Youssef's YouTube Vblog was re-packaged for television’s general consumption,
and in the process turning Youssef into a worldwide media sensation. By studying these predominantly ‘youthful’
manifestations, industry reactions, and the meanings they develop, this research could open vistas to a better
understanding of mediations of ‘publicness.’ It particularly questions issues the normative conceptions of production
and consumption as they relate to the meanings of public. This project is at the intersection of social movement
media research, subcultural studies and political economy. In-depth videotaped interviews will be conducted in two
different sites with different youth groups: Saudi Arabia (Rap artists and YouTube Channel Collective), and Tunisia
(Rap artists and citizen journalists). In addition, a series of interviews with media executives will be conducted in
these cities. These insights are juxtaposed to reveal how and why rap artists became reality TV stars, a YouTube
channel turns a for-profit company and Tunisia’s activists become trained journalists. Through this theoretically
anchored research framework, the project focuses on the symbiotic yet tenuous relationship between youth-
generated media and mainstream media. The research output includes, a journal article, book chapter and a
collaborative short documentary intended for educational purposes.

Joe F. Khalil, Ph.D., is associate professor in residence at Northwestern University in Qatar and visiting research
fellow at the London School of Economics (2012-2014). He is a leading expert on Arab television production and
programming. He has more than fifteen years of professional television experience as director, executive producer
and consultant with major Arab satellite channels (Orbit, MBC, MTV, CNBC Arabiya) and has conducted workshops
on behalf of USAID and IREX. Khalil's scholarly interests revolve specifically around Arab youth, alternative media
and global media industries. He is author of a monograph on Arab satellite entertainment television and co-author of
Arab Television Industries (Palgrave Macmillan, 2009, with Marwan Kraidy). His scholarly articles appeared in
Transnational Broadcasting Studies, Arab Media and Culture, Television and New Media, as well as several
anthologies including Encyclopedia of Social Movement Media, International Handbook of Children Media and
Culture, and Meanings of Audiences. He is currently working on a book project based on his book manuscript on
Youth-Generated Media.
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Amina El-Mekaoui: The Production of Public Discourse about the Moroccan Community in Transnational
Space. The Immigrant in Local Media and Public Spheres in Spain: Analysis from the Perspective of the
Anthropology of Emotions: An Example of Public Discourse during the Events of El Ejido in 2000 and
Beyond.

This research seeks to analyze the content of the public discourse produced within Spanish local media on the image
and the relationship of Moroccan immigrants with the events of El Ejidoin 2000 and beyond this period. Furthermore,
it will assess the mechanisms of the development of this discourse in the context of socio-economic and political
transformations between Morocco and Spain. The research will adopt both the anthropology of emotions and
anthropology of conflicts as the most important theoretical and methodological approaches for the analysis and
interpretation of the content of this public discourse that includes the reality of the Moroccan community in
transnational spaces.

This study puts forward the problematic of "the public" in relation to immigration, based on an understanding of the
specificity and the nature of public discourse in local media about immigrants in Spain, while focusing on the analysis
and interpretation of the media discourse on the El Ejido events; which was reported in year 2000 in "Santa Maria
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Della Aguila," and consisted of the conflict that was generated by the violent backlash against immigrants, particularly
against Moroccans who were considered the main engine of the local economy. This reality created a wide
movement for the production of public discourses between Spaniards and Moroccans.

Methodologically, we will rely on both the technique of content analysis of media discourse and the emotional maps
technique, in order to analyze the feelings and emotions of immigrants in the diaspora and their interactions with
public discourse in the media, where the immigrants will themselves draw their emotional experiences in
transnational space as well as their reaction towards public discourses. This technique will reveal to us how the
immigrant describes his or her feelings about the diaspora.

Amina El-Mekaoui: Research professor in Sociology and Anthropology, Faculty of Arts and Humanities at the
University of Mohammed V in Rabat - Morocco, holds a doctorate in Social Anthropology from the Metropolitan
Autonomous University in Mexico and a Masters degree in Social Anthropology from the same institution. She also
holds a DESA in the Sociological Family Research, from the Faculty of Arts and Humanities, Mohammed V
University, Rabat, Morocco.

Among the current interests of the researcher is the subject of International migration and the study of its issues by
adopting theoretical approaches from both the American and Latin academic traditions, especially transnational
theories in order to research the issue of migration between North Africa and Europe.

Gender and racism issues, comprise a big part in the research that she conducted and which consists of a group of
articles that will be published. In addition to this, the sub-Saharan African migrations to Morocco and Europe, is also
one of her areas of interest as she currently oversees graduation papers on the issues of African immigration and
gender. She is trying to develop her theoretical framework, in light of new approaches, particularly the anthropology
of emotions to approach issues around illegal immigration.

Some of her most important current work, which is in the process of being published, is a collection of essays that
reflects the most important theoretical and methodological contributions, from one hand and the ethnographic
contributions from the other hand, towards her PhD thesis, such as an article about "the body as a mechanism and a
technique for the Ethnographic research,” "Media ethnography: a space for sociological approaches," "tribal
nationalism as transnational trend and a strategy to confront racism and marginalization." This is in addition to the
PhD thesis, which will be published this year in Mexico. The researcher has worked inside and outside Morocco on
research and projects related to the most important sociological problems and contemporary issues with international
organizations and governmental bodies, reflecting her experience and her methodological capabilities at the field
level.
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Helga Tawil-Souri: Dis/Formations of Palestine

Being Palestinian is having to live with, (re)negotiate, challenge, and resist various power-struggles over movement
and sedentariness: checkpoints, walls, refugee camps, and the more abstract “spaces” of occupation, diaspora and
exile, of laissez-passer documents, travel permits, and so on. The Palestinian “nation” — broadly conceived here as
the collection of various Palestinian publics — is defined by the unequal relationship it has with the resource of
mobility; mobility as movement in space as well as movement through time.

Given these realities, this project analyzes contradictory time-spaces as experienced by Palestinians, and, how the
dialectics of space-time are (re)defined by Palestinians. It will do this by “mapping”, visualizing and technologically
tracing the interactions of these time-spaces and space-times. (By “time-spaces,” | mean particular locations and the
conceptions of time these engender. By space-time, | am referring to the four dimensions that make up the continuum
of space-time.)

The project begins with particular time-spaces in Palestine/lsrael as sites for ethnographic and empirical research
bringing together photographs taken by subjects, subjective maps drawn by subjects, and ‘technological stamps’
based on where and how the photographs and maps above are situated within cellular and satellite infrastructures.
Each location will represent a specific political-spatial “problem” (such as localization, colonialism, globalization, exile,
mediation), and represent a specific temporal framework (the past, the present, the future), which, when taken
together will be “re-assembled” to highlight the “universally” Palestinian experience of dis/formations in time and in
space. The project seeks to embrace and simultaneously transcend dualities such as fragmentation/universality,
space/time, past/present, infout, Palestine/lsrael, local/global, occupied/sovereign, territorial/virtual, etc. The project
will culminate with a written piece, and a (dis/re)assembly of photographs and technological stamps as a means of
creating a map of the dis/formations of Palestine.
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Helga Tawil-Souri is an Associate Professor of Media, Culture, and Communication at New York University. Her
academic work focuses on issues spatiality, technology, and politics in the Middle East, with particular focus on
Palestine-Israel. The bulk of her scholarship analyzes culture and technology in everyday life in Palestine-Israel,
theorizing how media technologies and infrastructures function as bordering mechanisms, and how territorial/physical
boundaries function as cultural spaces. Her publications have analyzed different aspects of contemporary cultural
politics, including the internet, telecommunications, television, film, and videogames, as well as physical markers
such as ID cards and checkpoints. Her work analyzes how each of these technologies is shaped, used, negotiated
and sometimes resisted in their historical political specificities. She also researches and writes about the larger
landscape of Arab media, and in particular new technologies and their relationship to political and economic
transformations.

Previous to joining academia, Helga worked as a researcher and strategic analyst at a multinational media
conglomerate, and, later, as an internet consultant. Throughout that work, she was involved in conducting research
for media markets globally, as well as design process on various technological and media platforms. Helga is also a
photographer and documentary film-maker, in she focuses on Palestinian issues, such as diaspora, occupation, and
space.
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Sherene Seikaly: A Protest of the Poor: On the Political Meaning of the People

The notion of “the people,” Egyptian and otherwise, has proven profoundly resilient. It is these “people”—as
individuals and a collective—that are problematically celebrated as subjects finally fulfilling their long-awaited destiny;
dismissed as passive objects duped by external forces and incapable of politics; or incited against as dangerous
masses capable of destroying the nation. In returning to the so-called “Bread Riots” of 1977, this project interrupts the
narrative resilience of the alternating sleep and wakefulness of the Egyptian, and more broadly the Arab people.

“A Protest of the Poor” engages 18-19 January 1977 as a moment of politics and popular sovereignty. In doing so it
challenges who and want count as political, rational, and legitimate. In mapping the role food played in protestors’
and government strategies and demands, “A Protest of the Poor,” examines how basic needs function as a trigger of
social upheaval as well as a vehicle of political containment. Through the examination of how poverty and hunger
figure into politics, this project reveals contemporary critiques of the open door policy. It explores how government
officials, journalists, and protestors defined and ultimately contained the “poor” and the “hungry.” More importantly, by
attending to how protestors narrate and represent themselves and the tools they used to make their claims, this
project troubles the construction of the “people.” In so doing, it explores continuity and rupture between 1977 and
2011.

Sherene Seikaly is Assistant Professor of history and Director of the Middle East Studies Center at the American
University in Cairo. She is the co-editor of the Arab Studies Journal, and co-founder and editor of Jadaliyya e-zine.
She holds a doctorate in history and Middle Eastern and Islamic studies from New York University. Situated at the
intersections of studies on consumption, political economy, and colonialism, Seikaly's forthcoming manuscript, Bare
Needs: Palestinian Capitalists and British Colonial Rule explores how Palestinian capitalists and British colonial
officials used economy to shape notions and experiences of territory, nationalism, the home, and the body.
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Alaa AbdelFattah: The Activist as Intellectual

Revolution is a moment best experienced, understood and mediated by its own producers. Our continuous desire to
appropriate and interrogate the revolution’s narrative necessitates actively articulating spaces of reflection and
thought production. Yet these spaces of reflection and thought are often left for others in academia to make sense of
using old analytical language and established references. What they lack is the fresh meaning engendered to action,
a meaning that can only be experienced through being present and implicated.

I will explore the natural extension of being an activist and of being at the forefront of political/social theory. In a series
of curated workshops with activists, | hope to create that space of reflection where meaning is not born out of the
conventional processes of self-distancing away from traditional monopolies of knowledge and knowledge hierarchies.
The workshops will be explicitly created as a space for "acting the intellectual® and whatever cynical or ironical
reaction that might trigger is part of the process itself.

The workshop’s main goal the production of questions worthy of research. Instead of asking how to improve strategy
and tactics, or asking how academia could directly help improve strategy and tactics, | will ask activists what are
theoretical questions would improve their strategies and tactics. Revolutionary activists of my generation have a
theory and project. It remains un-articulated because it defies modernist understandings of the people, the public, and
politics. By tackling these concepts critically, | hope to bridge the seemingly sealed realms of Activist and Thinker.

From his work with children using Facebook to ridicule their teachers in the Arab digital expression camps, to his
work with pro-democracy activists using blogs to mobilize thousands of Egyptians against the government in the
Kefaya movement, Alaa AbdelFattah just loves helping people use ICTs to stick it to the man. By day he works as a
Free/Open Source Software developer, by night he dons his mask and cape and patrols the streets of Cairo, jumping
from campaign to campaign building websites, providing support and training, looking out for activists in need. He
likes to pretend that his work on the Egyptian Blogs Aggregator helped bring in a new era of citizen journalism and
usher in a new generation of digital activists, while the rest of the world acts as if his blog is relevant.
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Lina Attalah: Producing the Public: On Being “Online”

The political spaces that the Internet has opened up have been an ongoing object of intrigue for scholars, an intrigue
that has translated into attempts to trace Internet activity, identify trends and define irregularities, often without much
attention to the socio-political context in which this activity operates. These quests leave us without a constructed
understanding of what stands behind the maps they construct. They leave us with little understanding of what drives
people’s online engagement, what are affective measures as well as what do these measures produce and how do
they mutate prevalent political cultures. Through a series of encounters with people who are digitally engaged in
public issues, we seek to produce conversations with three broad issues. One is to unpack how the forms and depths
of online political engagement both negotiate and challenge prevalent political structures and hence how they can be
placed on the map of contentious politics and social movements. A second aim is to decode the features that
rendered online spaces safe and inviting environments for public activity, evoking questions of affective and
emotional engagement and self-expression among others. A final aim is to trace the unplanned effects of collective
online engagement such as the production of new identities and the emergence of imagined communities and how
these virtual novelties influence the dynamics of people and the state. The work proposes a type of engaged
research that is implicated in its own object of study, hence contributing to the epistemological question of who can
produce knowledge by carving a space for activists to reflect, theorize and produce knowledge.

Lina Attalah is the co-founder and chief editor of Mada Masr, a progressive and independent news website based in
Cairo. She has a decade of reporting experience for such news outlets as Reuters, the Christian Science Monitor, the
BBC and the Guardian. As a journalist, she has covered the Sinai extensively, and her reporting also took her to
cover the Darfur conflict in Sudan, the Gaza Cast Lead operation, the current Syrian civil war and the Iranian 2013
elections among others. She also has strong ties to Cairo’s artistic and cultural community, which she has engaged in
cross-sector media collaborations. She co-founded the Take to the Sea art collective and now sits on the board of the
Contemporary Image Collective, an independent art space. She also worked in community building and knowledge
production around technology and social change; she is the co-founder of the Arab Techies community, is a research
affiliate with the Access to Knowledge for Development Centre at the American University in Cairo and is on the
board of the Arab Digital Expression Foundation. Most recently she was the chief editor at Egypt Independent and
was responsible for building much of the brand, reputation and editorial direction of the newspaper.
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Ahmad Gharbeia: Digital Empowerment: Mapping for Localities

Building on accumulated knowledge of digital empowerment as well as previous experiences of popular mapping, the
Arab Digital Expression Foundation (ADEF) proposes to take part in the “Producing the Public: Who Are the People?”
with a project titled “Mapping for Localities.” <tlsall 1ail )2 This project builds on the expansive tools, strategies, and
visions that local residents have honed in their struggle to work against and through the state. Through training on the
use of urban mapping, open source GIS tools and collaborative, public-domain, on-line repositories of GIS
information, and through raising questions about how an urban area should look like, the project increases local
residents’ capacities to solve urban problems and negotiate with local municipalities, who function less as service
providers and more as sources of exploitation and displacement. The principal value behind the training is that
knowledge is power, and that collaboratively producing and sharing knowledge have great value, both immediate to
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urban issues, and in themselves as challenging the knowledge monopolies of investors and planners, and ultimately
unravel the divide between the “expert” and the “primitive” local.

“Mapping for Localities” is a work in-progress, with work planned with four specific communities: the Maspero
Triangle, Gazarit al-Qorsaya, AlBasatin, and Meet Ogba. All within the boundaries of Greater Cairo, and each having
a distinct urban history and socioeconomic composition. In each of these communities, ADEF will conduct workshops,
in cooperation with urban-planners, GIS & ICT experts to raise all the above mentioned issues with local young
activists. The immediate output with each of these communities will be the increase of urban geographical
information available in industry standard formats about the subject neighborhood. Residents will be drawing a map
of their localities.

Ahmad Gharbeia graduated with a BA in Business Administration, then obtained a MSc. in Business Information
Technology in 2003. He has occupied ICT-management roles in few corporations before deciding to return to
innocence, concentrating on grass-root initiatives, and has since been helping anyone with a cause to make the best
out of information technology and the Internet. He likes to thinks that his work has contributed to the inciting of a
revolution.

Ahmad is concerned with issues of archival, preservation of digital artefacts, and digitization of knowledge products in
traditional media, and interested in generative art; all the time advocating free licensing of content, FOSS, and open
formats and standards. All of which are the issues that keep him busy in Arab Digital Expression Foundation which he
joined since its establishment in 2011 [http://arabdigitalexpression.org.[

On his blog, which he's kept since 2003 [http://zamakan.gharbeia.org], Ahmad contemplates the subjects of technical
writing in Arabic, and the technicalities of using Arabic in the modern age, as well as an assortment of seemingly
chaotic interests and occupations; among which are the environment, political and civil liberties, openness and
governance of the Internet, and issues of privacy and security in the digital realm of which he sometimes provides
training for activists, journalists and whomever is interested!

A hobbyist-linguist with a passion for maps, he originally wanted to be an anthropologist, and still maintains a
childhood dream of becoming an astronaut.

More about what's keeping me busy at the moment can be found at http://ahmad.gharbeia.org

e aulil) ¢ il paa b A gil) 3 ) gall £) ) sdalad) daliaal) (A 6 JlSaly

bl JSI8 8 Aleld dga agdia g "l ) bl saila o sl Slal @AY o al Caai sy DA
ol s iy Gl LeSliay A Al 358 e Ll (o peans (5 sel) bl Glagiue ol e 8l T jnaa
Bale ) 5 aalaill <l jobay agioe s clgie (padines 5 dokal jiaall Cilleall G jlaa y «ly ) seanll Adle Aluss 2 axll)
Jie 2350 (lajs MSe (G 7 s s A3 aal) clebpall (B in coma el (b fndll” G el Aslas o o) L Jaalill
ol 52 Ul comdll sy 0 sianty wgily ¢y sae 50 Al GalAdS Sl aaall s 5l o Laps ¥ <2011 ale 2y jema
Dligin¥) (e Yy s cannilly 3y Caaniall W ey il jlae sl SET el 5 ol Al € a0d Dpagalie 45 "Can )"
o sl L aty il 8 s Aaal) o Ml oS Mlallalill el il ) Cllend) 8 anill @llegiV
LS 2lad) ana®i glia gl 8 Lo sad a1 oda Jie "l i€l o o5 Al 5 Ly llaadl 038 Jie (g

gl Al gl i G "Aaladl Aaliadll Jad (e Jaally ae ) Jall oSy oy Sl

Gle @l 3oalall 8 A 5aY) dadall 8 )l aud L3 (professor associate) 4S lie s3liul o A e JSuly
Ecole des Hautes ) 4aclaial¥l aglall 4 Llall Gl jall 4 jae (e delaial) aglall & (2004) 8l siSall 4a )

54



ﬁ,&ﬁ The ACSS Research Forum

Tunis, May 6 to May 10, 2014

Ol Gl e il o 3l Al 8 alall & lasl) J e Ltia g phal <5 ¢(Etudes en sciences sociales
Gl Al A iualall 3algdi s (1993) Apmland) aglall 3 (Lusa)y S ) Gailialll B3l e cijla e aulil)
JS g tdee shia (e dsell Aliad 4 lie Adiga a5 3alE) A S eV aslal) (e ((1997) Al
Lo gy clay 285 UY) 138 e il Apalall 48 5 Lo laia ) Sl o5 ¢ e lain ) Lgadaiis 48 jall Cail shal)
Al Clelda¥) 38 335 e il Ol (3 e (8 Rl Fasell s ASLAI G O a5l (b i
Loo clails 48 Lo sl Leil ) chay jo e plaml o Ulial Lganin g Laa 88 Iala (ga jaai il Al 49030 58l

Al J\ celaia¥y) t}a\_\ dALd\ ‘;\ L@J;SJ

Pascale Ghazaleh: The Common Weal: Constituting National Resources in 19th Century Egypt

In the past half-century, scholars and policymakers have invoked “the people” as agents of history, repositories of
legitimacy, or targets of demagoguery. Whatever the political power they actually wield, the people appear as the
means and end of republics, the practitioners and beneficiaries of democratic processes, and the targets of education
and rehabilitation endeavors. Any attempt to identify the people, even in a context clearly defined in time and space
such as Egypt after 2011, is difficult, particularly given the number and diversity of those who claim to speak in the
people’s name. Occasionally, it seems as though “the people” as a conceptual category serves as a foil to condemn
and exclude ideas or practices the speaker deems reprehensible. Rather than cynically dismissing popular
involvement in political processes, | intend to reflect on why “the people” have acquired such importance even (or
perhaps especially) in contexts where they are most firmly excluded from those processes. In other words, how do
“the people” acquire such significance, particularly in situations of thorough structural exclusion? How in particular
can claims to a stake in the “public good” foster or suppress popular mobilization? This should not be taken as a
cynical dismissal of popular involvement in political processes, but rather as an attempt to reflect on why “the people”
have acquired such importance even (especially?) in contexts where they are most firmly excluded from those
processes.

Pascale Ghazaleh is an associate professor in the Department of History at the American University in Cairo. She
earned her PhD (2004) from the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, writing a dissertation about
merchants in Cairo in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. She has a BA in political science (1993) and
a master’'s degree in Arabic studies (1997), both from the American University in Cairo. Pascale is interested in
approaching questions of identity from the perspective of practice; she studied the formation and social organization
of guilds, then the social networks and material culture of merchants, within this framework. She is now beginning a
project that will investigate the links between property ownership and national identity in late nineteenth-century
Egypt. These research interests are informed partly by Pascale’s own experience as a cultural hybrid, ever perched
between two chairs — a sometimes uncomfortable but always interesting position to occupy, and one that has led her
to reflect repeatedly on the modes of belonging, or the lack thereof.
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Hoda ElSadda: Neoliberalism in Higher Education in Egypt: Histories, Contestation and Visions for the
Future

The wave of Arab revolutions has opened up new spaces for rethinking the role of universities as sites of social
engineering and the production of publics. Since the 1990s in Egypt, we witness the gradual neoliberal erosion of
higher education as a “public good”, and the institutionalization of a market and corporatist model that privileges
“profit over people” as Chomsky aptly puts it. The rise of the "people” in protests as a political force to contend with
against authoritarian rule and neoliberal policies raises new questions about agency, social formation, and the role of
educational institutions in shaping national imaginaries and the national citizen.

Neoliberal incursions on universities also had an impact on representations of the academic, perceptions about their
roles and responsibilities vis a vis students. Critics of neoliberalism see the demise of academics as public
intellectuals in the 21% century as a direct consequence of the neoliberal commodification of knowledge, hence
undermining the values and ethics of civic education as a public good. Several questions arise regarding the
university as a site for the production of publics: what kind of publics are produced? What are the consequences of
the decline in the value and status of the humanities and the social sciences? Where are the alternative sites of
contestation and debate?

This research project explores new formations of the public and the people. It will shed light on the history of Cairo
University as a site of contestation and political struggles over the minds and hearts of future generations. It will
explore representations and perceptions of the role of academics, the relation between academics and students, and
the meaning and expectations of a university education. The aim is to engage with existing debates on reforms within
the higher education sector and potentially chart new possibilities for the future.
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Hoda Elsadda is Professor of English and Comparative Literature at Cairo University. She previously held a Chair in
the Study of the Contemporary Arab World at the University of Manchester, and was Co-Director of the Centre for the
Advanced Study of the Arab World in the UK. In 1992, she co-founded and co-edited Hagar, an interdisciplinary
journal in women'’s studies published in Arabic. In 1997, she co-founded and is currently Chairperson of the Board of
Trustees of the Women and Memory Forum (www.wmf.org.eg), a research organization which promotes the
production of knowledge on gender issues in the Arab world. She is also member of the March 9, a collective of
activist/academics in Egypt. She is a member of the editorial board of the Journal of Middle East Women'’s Studies
JMEWS; member of the Board of Directors of The Global Fund for Women; member of the International Advisory
Board of al-Raida; member of the Arab Families Working Group; and member of the Board of Trustees of the Sawiris
Cultural Award. She was member of the Advisory Board of the Durham Modern Languages Series; Associate Editor
of the Online Edition of the Encyclopedia of Women in Muslim Cultures (2006-2012); Consultant Editor of the
Routledge Encyclopedia of Translation Studies, Second Edition (2006-2009); member of the British Academy, The
Middle East Panel (2008-2011); member of the Editorial board, International Journal of Middle Eastern Studies
(IIMES) (2005-2009); and member of the Judges Committee for the International Prize for Arabic Fiction (2012). Her
research interests are in the areas of gender studies, cultural studies, comparative literature, oral narratives and
women’s writings. Her most recent book is: Gender, Nation and the Arabic Novel: Egypt: 1892-2008 (Edinburgh
University Press and Syracuse University Press, 2012).
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Project

Laila Shereen Sakr: An Egyptian Virtual Body Politic

The academic field of Internet Studies is so young that its ethical standards and traditions are still being debated. In
research projects, results are often published without public access to the data or tools used in the analysis. And
critiques of race, power, and colonialism are rarely brought into studies on how, for example, Egyptian activists have
used Silicon Valley tools to design their own virtualities specific to local culture and history. “The Egyptian Virtual
Body Politic” will investigate how does one begin to apprehend a national-specific body politic interacting on a
translational platform such as the Internet. Without having access to those bodies or the intentions of those who
tweet, how can we identity a virtuality that is specifically Egyptian? The question is not who is the virtual body politic
in essentialist terms, but rather how is this body formed and how does it interact?

A difference between the body politic and the virtual body politic is that while the former is understood as an
abstraction of a group of people governed by one authority, the latter is that abstraction of people who exchange
ideas publically online about the governance of an authority. One challenge this study faces is how to unpack the
placeholders for the body politic like “the crowd,” “the mob,” “the revolution,” “the masses,” “al-sha’ab,” “al-naas"?
Another challenge is how to analyze the negotiation between the materiality (the analogue) and information patterns
(the data points) researched in this project. | argue that it is within that context of negotiation that the virtual
manifests. Thus, “The Egyptian Virtual Body Politic” will combine macro-level visualizations of Internet content with a
micro-study conducted through a series of filmed interviews with Arabic-language software developers. It will
investigate the interaction between these software developers and information patterns their work engender.

Laila Shereen Sakr is VJ Um Amel online. She is a PhD candidate in Media Arts and Practice at the University of
Southern California’s School of Cinematic Arts and the creator of a knowledge management system, R-Shief. Her
practices include digital media art, visualization, and projection. Her doctoral work maps the recent uprisings through
semantic analysis of social media feeds in Arabic, Persian, French, English, Spanish, and German. As a VJ (video
jockey), she uses digital performance to demonstrate how embodied habits of communication are expressed virtually,
and to understand how communities use technology to design their own narratives and worlds. She has shown at the
San Francisco MoMA, National Gallery of Art in Jordan, Camera Austria, Cultura Digital in Brazil, DC Fridge Art
Gallery, +. Previously, she has published poetry as Laila Shereen. Currently an Annenberg Fellow, she comes to
USC with an M.A. in Arab Studies from Georgetown University and an M.F.A. in Digital Arts and New Media from
University of California, Santa Cruz. Recent reviews have been published in The Wall Street Journal, Science, Art
Territories, Fast Company, the Digital Media and Learning Blog, Egypt Independent, and The Creators Project.
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09:00 - 11:00 - Sahera R Bleibleh, Thae’ra Bleibleh: Humanitarian Effects: Assessing Social and Physical
Inequalities in the Urban Space of Jenin Refugee Camp

- Omar S. Dahi, Yasser Munif: Reconstructing Livelihoods among Syrian Refugees and
Internally Displaced Persons: A Multifaceted Approach

- Samia Al-Botmeh: Neoliberalism and the Transformations of Rural Palestine: the Case of
Rawabi
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11:30 - 13:00 - Saker El Nour: Mechanisms of Access to Resources and Social Movement in Rural Egypt: A
Study of Peasant Strategies and the Model of Agricultural Development between
Reproduction and Change in the Context of the Revolution

- Mansour Aziz and Abir Sasso: Sea of Sand: Land Reclamation and the Urban Development
of Bahrain
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14:00 - 15:30
- Nada Ghandour-Demiri: NGO-ization, Disciplining Dissent and Increasing Inequality within
Palestinian Popular Resistance
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TEELY s - Marie Kortam: La géographie urbaine des inégalités a Tripoli

- Doaa Hammoudeh: Rendering Palestinian East Jerusalem Visible: A Case Study of Kafr

‘Agab

- Sarah Sabry: Poverty Alleviation in Cairo’s Informal Areas: The Role of the State and non-

state actors after the revolution
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- Alia Mossallam: Reclaiming a history of movement. Tackling inequalities in the writing of

revolutionary histories in Egypt

- Dina El Khawaga: New authoritarian alliances and protests escalation in fluidity contexts: A

comparative study of the Egyptian and Tunisian cases
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- Tarek Ghodbani: Les transformations socioéconomiques dans les espaces oasiens du Sud
algérien, le cas du Touat et de la Saoura

L - Dina Makram Ebeid: The Politics of ’Istigrar (‘Stability’): Work, Property and Class in Post-
Mubarak’s Egypt
- Lama Kabbaniji: Academic international mobility and knowledge production: the case of
Lebanon
Gn O U1 (52 il Clad 5 gl Y 53 gl g S5 (om0 il il T a1 dana -
oY daill s 551 sl Ala 10 sadd) 8 glasadU (3l
20:00 - 22:00 slde Jia
SV sl 10 Cd!
09:00 - 11:00 09:00 - 11:00
CraY) aland) [ CLBYAY) Joa Jus A asaadl) [ &l Jga Jas Ly

61



$RENPBTs
g

| At Counce
ENTL SR UITTE V) Fotd ot PR,

The ACSS Research Forum

Tunis, May 6 to May 10, 2014

Grcloinll polell | SIS e oo
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Tunis, May 7 to 10, 2014

Workshop Agenda

Wednesday May 7

16:00 — 19:00 Workshop Opening Session (Agenda found in the Research Forum Schedule)
19:00 — 21:00 Reception
Thursday May 8
Cycle 1 RGP Projects : Panel presentations and discussion (25 min presentation + 10 min
comments by chair + 30 min discussion per panel)
Panel 1 — Chair and Discussant : Rami Daher
- Sahera R Bleibleh, Thae’ra Bleibleh: Humanitarian Effects: Assessing Social and Physical
09:00 — 11:00 e .
Inequalities in the Urban Space of Jenin Refugee Camp
- Omar S. Dahi, Yasser Munif: Reconstructing Livelihoods among Syrian Refugees and Internally
Displaced Persons: A Multifaceted Approach
- Samia Al-Botmeh: Neoliberalism and the Transformations of Rural Palestine: the Case of
Rawabi
11:00-11:30 Coffee Break
Cycle 1 RGP Projects : Panel presentations and discussion (25 min presentation + 10 min
comments by chair + 30 min discussion per panel)
Panel 2 — Chair and Discussant : Ruba Saleh
- Saker El Nour: Mechanisms of Access to Resources and Social Movement in Rural Egypt: A
11:30-13:00 . . .
Study of Peasant Strategies and the Model of Agricultural Development between Reproduction
and Change in the Context of the Revolution
- Mansour Aziz and Abir Sasso: Sea of Sand: Land Reclamation and the Urban Development of
Bahrain
13:00 - 14:00 Lunch Break
Cycle 1 RGP Projects : Panel presentations and discussion (25 min presentation + 10 min
comments by chair + 30 min discussion per panel)
Panel 3 — Chair and Discussant : AbdelAziz EzzelArab
14:00-15:30 - Nada Ghandour-Demiri: NGO-ization, Disciplining Dissent and Increasing Inequality within
Palestinian Popular Resistance
by Ay 3) c_is g rApe Al ClS) a5 8l sluse DU cdpatill T e SN
15:30 - 16:00 Coffee Break
16:00 — 18:00 Orientation and Reporting Session for RGP2 Group — Led by Najwa Tohme
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Friday May 9

Cycle 2 RGP Projects : Panel presentations and discussion (20 min Presentation + 10 min
comments by Chair + 30 min Discussion per Panel)

Panel 4 — Chair and Discussant : AbdelKader Latreche

09:00-11:15 - Marie Kortam: La géographie urbaine des inégalités a Tripoli

- Doaa Hammoudeh: Rendering Palestinian East Jerusalem Visible: A Case Study of Kafr ‘Agab

- Sarah Sabry: Poverty Alleviation in Cairo’s Informal Areas: The Role of the State and non-state
actors after the revolution

11:15-11:30 Coffee Break

Cycle 2 RGP Projects : Panel presentations and discussion (20 min Presentation + 10 min
comments by Chair + 30 min Discussion per Panel)

Panel 5 — Chair and Discussant : Hassan Rachik

11:30 - 13:30 Lelaiay) 8l shaad) £ 3ale) 5 Z Y S @l @i @GN & Gl -
- Alia Mossallam: Reclaiming a history of movement. Tackling inequalities in the writing of
revolutionary histories in Egypt

- Dina El Khawaga: New authoritarian alliances and protests escalation in fluidity contexts: A
comparative study of the Egyptian and Tunisian cases

13:30 - 14:30 Lunch Break

Cycle 2 RGP Projects : Panel presentations and discussion (20 min Presentation + 10 min
comments by Chair + 30 min Discussion per Panel)

Panel 6 — Chair and Discussant : Samer Attalah

- Tarek Ghodbani: Les transformations socioéconomiques dans les espaces oasiens du Sud
algérien, le cas du Touat et de la Saoura
14:30-17:00 - Dina Makram Ebeid: The Politics of "Istigrar (‘Stability’): Work, Property and Class in Post-
Mubarak’s Egypt
- Lama Kabbaniji: Academic international mobility and knowledge production: the case of
Lebanon

e e cpm ) (5a) Apail) el 5 Ay sl Y ya3 Agal) Jpm 3l 5 (ym gl il i) 1 (han M1 Sana -

GO il 551y il Al 1 paal) (8 81 ganad)

20:00 — 22:00 Dinner

Saturday May 10

09:00 — 11:00 09:00 — 11:00
Roundtable Workshop on Ethics / Insecurity Roundtable Workshop on Publication / Dissemination
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Research Grants Program : Inequality, Mobility and Development in the Arab Region

Cycle One RGP Projects:

Ay A 381 i g ranll S jall 5 3 sbaaSUl cpaiil) ;g2 ) aleag (g taga Ul cga0 5if ) @ | pagess
e Sahera R Bleibleh, Michael Vicente Perez, Thae’ra Bleibleh: Humanitarian Effects: Assessing Social and
Physical Inequalities in the Urban Space of Jenin Refugee Camp Page 67
e Samia Al-Botmeh, Linda Tabar, Yazid Anani: Neoliberalism and the Transformations of Rural Palestine: the
. Page 70
Case of Rawabi
e Omar S. Dahi, Yasser Munif: Reconstructing Livelihoods among Syrian Refugees and Internally Displaced
. . Page 72
Persons: A Multifaceted Approach
e Nada Ghandour-Demiri: NGO-ization, Disciplining Dissent and Increasing Inequality within Palestinian Popular
Resistance Page 74
e Luna Khirfan, Eliana Abu Hamdi: A Contested Public Realm: Development, Inequality and Mobility in Amman
and Beirut Page 76
e Basil Mahayni: Water for the Poor?: Understanding Formal and Informal Water Governance in Neoliberal
Page 77
Amman
o Saker EI-Nour: Mechanisms of Access to Resources and Social Movement in Rural Egypt: A Study of Peasant
Strategies and the Model of Agricultural Development between Reproduction and Change in the Context of | page 79
the Revolution
e Kareem Rabie: Palestine is Holding a Party and the Whole World is Invited: Housing Development,
Privatization, and the Production of the State in the West Bank Page 80
e Omar Al-Shehabi: Sea of Sand: Land Reclamation and the Urban Development of Bahrain Page 81
e Omar Tesdell: The Palestinian Environmental Present: Development, Cultivation, and Spatial Practice in the bage 82
West Bank ase
Cycle Two RGP Projects:
T Laa ) 5l fnadll 25 s3le )5 5y S oV )55 c0l kel B30 46 o | Pagess
e Dina El Khawaga: New authoritarian alliances and protests escalation in fluidity contexts: A comparative study
. . Page 85
of the Egyptian and Tunisian cases
e Marie Kortam: La géographie urbaine des inégalités a Tripoli Page 85
gl (8 glaa¥) (ghalia (e cpn JUl) (ol Apaiill culad 35 & gell <l gat Apaiil)l Jga g SN 5 im gl laai) il Cpaapliae daaa o bage 86
PN . . - age
(G0N dally 558 atlil Alls) s
e Tarek Ghodbani: Les transformations socio-économiques dans les espaces oasiens du Sud algérien, le cas du
Page 87
Touat et de la Saoura
e Lama Kabbanji: Academic international mobility and knowledge production: the case of Lebanon Page 87
e Rita Giacaman: Rendering Palestinian East Jerusalem Visible: A Case Study of Kafr ‘Agab Page 88
e Alia Mossallam: Reclaiming a history of movement. Tackling inequalities in the writing of revolutionary
histories in Egypt Page 89
o |brahim Makkawi: Collective Identity, Relative Deprivation and Social Mobility in Colonial Context: Palestinian
Students from within the “Green Line” Attending the Hebrew University in Comparison with Birzeit University Page 89
e Dina Makram Ebeid: The Politics of "Istigrar (‘Stability’): Work, Property and Class in Post-Mubarak’s Egypt Page 90
e Sarah Sabry: Poverty Alleviation in Cairo’s Informal Areas: The Role of the State and non-state actors after the page 90
age

revolution
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Research Grants Program

Inequality, Mobility and Development in the Arab Region

Cycle One RGP Projects:

Rula Abu-Duhou, Lena Meari, Wisam Rafeedie: Development, Inequality and Popular Mobilizations: Towards
Opening a Horizon for Alternative Development

The research investigates the relationship between development processes and its hegemonic neoliberal
conceptions through the last decades with a focus on the social-economic inequalities it produced from one side, and
the popular youth mobilizations in Palestine and Egypt from the other side. The research aims to foresee the
possibilities that the popular mobilizations offer towards deconstructing the hegemonic development discourses and
its economic, social, political and subjective components as well as the horizons that these mobilizations open for
outlining an alternative development based on liberation, dignity and social justice.

While the research focuses on Palestinian youth mobilizations it also studies the Egyptian popular mobilizations as a
comparative case. The research is located within the theoretical literature that criticizes the development conceptions
which prevailed post-World War Il beginning from the contributions of the dependency theory and world system
analysis as appeared since the seventies of the last decade, through the critical literature on the development
discourses and practices that follows the continuous failure of the development projects based on constructing
representations of the countries that does not reflect its realities.

Regarding the relationship between development projects and its failure in implementing social justice, and the
popular mobilizations, the research engages with the literature that attempts to imagine a post-development era and
the argument that re-conceptualizing development is contingent upon the activity and efficacy of social movements.
Based on the last argument, the research assesses the relation between the various forms of popular mobilizations in
Palestine and Egypt and the possibility of surpassing the hegemonic development discourses towards building
revolutionary alternatives.

Rula Abu- Duhou is instructor & researcher at the Institute of Women Studies — Birzeit university. She holds a
master degree in Gender, Law & Development from the Institute of Women Studies at Birzeit university for her thesis
titted “women in the leadership of the Palestinian struggle movement”. She holds a BA in social work from Bethlehem
University. Teaching courses on women's issues including: women in media and women in the Arab world. She has
special interest in refugee issues and has co-authored a book titled “little places and big issues: Palestinian life under
the colonial condition”. She is an activist on political prisoners’ issues and had volunteered at ADDAMEER prisoners
association for 8 years in documenting and follow up on political imprisonment. Currently, she is working on a book
on Palestinian women political prisoners based on her own experience as a political prisoner. Additionally, she is
studying for a second master degree in the field of democracy and human rights.

http//:www.Birzeit.edu

Lena Meari is an assistant professor at the Social and Behavioral Science and the Institute of Women Studies at
Birzeit University, Palestine. She received her PhD in Cultural Anthropology with a Designated Emphasis in Feminist
Theory and Research from the University of California at Davis. Her dissertation titled “Sumud: A Philosophy of
Confronting Interrogation” investigates the transforming colonial relations in colonized Palestine from the perspective
of the interrogation-encounter. She had taught several courses including Anthropology of the Middle East at the
University of California Davis as well as Critical Theories in Gender and Development, Qualitative Research Methods
and Colonial Structures and their Resistance for graduate students in Gender and Development at Birzeit University.
She has special interest in knowledge production, decolonized methodologies and the structure and organization of
revolutionary movements.
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Wisam Rafeedie, lecturer in social sciences at Bethlehem University, holds two master degrees in Arabic Studies
and Sociology for which he wrote a thesis on “Palestinian woman'’s social status in the modern novel pre and post
Oslo”. He has worked as lecturer over the past seven years at both Birzeit and Bethlehem universities, teaching
courses in Arabic political thought, development and social movements, sociological theories, and hegemonic and
domination policies. His publications in the social sciences field include: the feminist discourse of Palestinian NGO's
in Palestine, and the book industry in Palestine. Holding a BA in Arabic language and literature, he has contributions
in the field of literature. He has published a novel “Alaganeem Althalatha” and worked as editor for many institutions
in Palestine. In addition to his interest in following political affairs, teaching and conducting research, he has special
interest in the Arabic-Islamic history and the history of religions.

http//:www.Bethlehem.edu
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Sahera R Bleibleh, Michael Vicente Perez, Thae'ra Bleibleh: Humanitarian Effects: Assessing Social and
Physical Inequalities in the Urban Space of Jenin Refugee Camp

Palestinian refugee subjectivity reflects a history of displacement and exile, occupation, resistance, and a connection
to the homeland. For Palestinian refugees in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, this history has been significantly
shaped by the context of the Israeli occupation. This research project considers the post invasion context of the Jenin
refugee camp in the Occupied West Bank. Established in 1953, the camp was partially destroyed in 2002 during the
Israeli re-occupation of the West Bank and reconstructed in 2005. Funded by international donors and implemented
through UNRWA, the reconstruction effort represents a key example of the functioning of humanitarian development
in conflict zones. Our research considers how the international structures of humanitarian development in the Jenin
camp worked for, with, and against refugees re- displaced in 2002. It will also examine how the reconstruction effort
links to the production of inequalities between refugees and the international institutions created to serve them and
between refugees themselves once the construction was completed. A central part of this research project will
examine post-invasion Palestinian subjectivities. Within the context of humanitarian development, we will consider
how Palestinians negotiated their aspirations and rights as refugees vis-a-vis local, regional, and international
relations of power. Specifically, we will consider how the humanitarian framework of development worked with and
against refugee claims to human rights and security. Moreover, we will examine how the post-reconstruction context
of the camp matters for the meaning of community and the camp’s history and future.

Sahera Bleibleh, PhD, is currently an assistant professor at the United Arab Emirates University in architecture and
urban design and planning. Prior to joining the UAEU, Dr. Bleibleh was a Visiting Scholar at the University of
Washington, Seattle, where she received her PhD in Urban Design and Planning. Her research is focused on
informal urbanism, everyday life and environment-behavior studies, with particular focus on the spatial and behavioral
consequences of political and military conflicts on communities and urban environments. Sahera’s broader research
interests include sociopolitical production of space, identity and culture issues, anthropology of place and the
everyday life and resilience of people living in areas of conflict.

As an architect and planner, Dr. Bleibleh’s interdisciplinary research approach and professional experience bridge the
gap between theory and practice, which enriches her teaching and mentorship. In addition, Sahera draws from
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several years of academic and professional experience as a professor and consultant with several institutions
including the An-Najah National University and Birzeit University in Palestine, United Nations, the European
Commission and the World Bank. She advocates for a research and practical approach capable of alleviating
constraints, such as living under the occupation and limited resources, by promoting bottom-up planning approaches
that incorporate local insights and reveal qualitative aspects of the everyday life experience of those who encounter
enforced power. Sahera holds a Bachelor of Science in Architecture (Palestine), a Master of Science in Urban and
Regional Planning (Palestine), and a PhD in Urban Design and Planning; University of Washington, Seattle (USA).
She published several papers in international journals, conference proceedings, and webpages
voicesthroughwalls.org

Michael Vicente Perez, PhD 2011 in Sociocultural anthropology and broader research on Near East Studies,
ethnicity and nationalism, transnational migration and displacement (diaspora), refugees and human rights, Muslim
politics, memory and violence. His research interests concern the impact of migration and displacement upon the
formation and meaning of ethnicity, nationhood, and homelands for refugees and their location within the nation-state.
In my dissertation, Palestinian Refugees and the Politics of Ethno-National Identity in Jordan, Michael explored how
local and transnational politics and the meaning of displacement constituted particular forms of identification that
underscored the possibilities and limits of Palestinian nationhood among refugees in The Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan. Based on two years of ethnographic research, his dissertation showed how ethnic and national categories of
identity, whether at the level of the state, national elites, or everyday people, were produced within a nexus of
national and transnational struggles that revealed the contentious position of Palestinian refugees within their host
state as Jordanian citizens and their homeland as a diaspora community. In his future research, | plan to expand the
focus of Muslim studies to Latin America by examining the histories and experiences of Latino/a Muslim communities
in South America. Michael will consider how Islam has been incorporated into the lives of Latino/a communities and
what it suggests about the intersections between Arab and Latin American culture, migration, and politics. This
project has the potential of addressing larger questions of how local and transnational forces factor into the
production of Muslim communities and provides an opportunity to examine emergent meanings and expressions of
Islam in Latin America.

Thaira Bleibleh is an architect who received Master Degree in Planning An-Najah National University/ Nablus. Her
thesis title “Architectural Reading of the Ottoman Sijils of the Al- Sharyah Court in Nablus City between 1655-1807."
Her research focus is on the analysis of symbolic terminologies of the Ottoman Documents (Sijills) & Archive of the
Al-Sharyah court in Nablus city, this study concerns for the architectural aspect in the Ottoman's sijills between 1655-
1807. Thae'ra worked with the (UNISCO, UNDP, and UNFEM) and a team of architects and archaeologists to
develop a comprehensive archeological and tourist documentation on Sabastiya. The goal of the project is to achieve
a draft for Integrated Conservation and Management plan of Sabastiya. My responsibilities include: inventory and
gathering information (such as maps, aerial photographs, and plans), data analysis and documentation, elaboration
of a set of geo-referenced thematic maps, leading workshops and focus groups with the local community to assess
needs and gaps of the different sectors, and compiling and preparation of the final report. A cognitive map of the
different ages of Sabastiya was prepared to include the main strength of the urban fabric of the town. In this process
a problematic and social maps of activities were also prepared. All maps were documented with the GIS. Thae'ra has
experience in teaching and community development. She also worked on a project assessment for Jenin Refugee
camp after the reconstruction of its urban space.
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Samia Al-Botmeh, Linda Tabar, Yazid Anani: Neoliberalism and the Transformations of Rural Palestine: the
Case of Rawabi

This research project seeks to examine the neoliberal commodification of land and corporate land grabbing, from the
perspective of rural Palestine and investigate its impact on rural communities, while exploring these processes within
the situated realities of the Palestinian encounter with Zionist settler colonialism. The project will focus on the case of
Rawabi, a large-scale housing project north of Ramallah, and it will explore Rawabi’s impact on the surrounding
villages on whose agricultural land the exclusive housing complex is being built. The research will analyze the
transformations that are taking place at three levels: firstly, it will explore how the rural (as a geographic space, as
communities, as largely peasant existence and a way of life on the land) is being transformed and remolded, and
how the very idea of the rural is being redefined to facilitate new forms of predatory capital extraction, and export the
Ramallah model to rural Palestine. Secondly, the research will analyze the socio-economic impact of the land grab
and the subsequent changes in land ownership, as situated within in a settler colonial context; are villagers being
depleted of their assets, are assets being transferred from one class to another, how are land prices being effected,
and is a creeping process of gentrification taking place in these villages? Thirdly, the research will look at how this
neoliberal restructuring is reshaping everyday life; and will look at how these transformations are also attempting to
redefine the subjectivity of the colonized.

Samia Al-Botmeh is the director of the Centre for Development Studies at Birzeit University and an assistant
professor in economics. She has completed her PhD at the School of African and Oriental Studies- University of
London, in labour economics, the title of her thesis: 'Palestinian Women’s Labour Supply: Towards an Explanation of
Low and Fluctuating Female Labour Force Participation'. Samia’s areas of interest and publications are gender
economics, labour economics, and political economy of development.

Linda Tabar holds a PhD from the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London. She is currently a
Post-Doctoral Fellow at the Women and Gender Studies Institute (WGSI) in the University of Toronto. Her research
interests are situated at the intersection of Middle East Studies, Political Economy, and Post-Colonial Studies. Before
joining WGSI she led a research programme on alternatives to mainstream development and neoliberalism, at the
Centre for Development Studies, Birzeit University. Dr Tabar is the co-author of The Emergence of a Palestinian
Globalised Elite: Donors, International NGOs and Local NGOs. She is co-editing an upcoming journal special issue
entitled After Oslo: Settler Colonialism, Neoliberal Development and Liberation in Palestine. Her writings on
Palestinian memory, resistance and the ways in which international aid regime and humanitarian interventions
reinforce colonial designs have appeared in various journals and edited volumes.

Yazid Anani born in 1975, Ramallah, is an assistant professor at the Department of Architecture and the Master
Program in Urban Planning and Landscape - Birzeit University, Palestine. Yazid Anani chaired the Academic Council
of the International Art Academy Palestine 2010 - 2012. He was a EUME fellow - Forum Transregionale Studien
2012/ 2013. He is part of several collectives, and projects such as ‘Decolonizing Architecture’ & ‘Ramallah
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Syndrome’ and has curated and co-curated several projects such as ‘Urban Cafés’, 'Palestinian Cities - Visual
Contention’ and the 2nd, 3rd and 4th editions of Cities Exhibition and took part in several art projects. Anani lectured
and published internationally on issues of architecture and urban transformations, colonial spaces and power
relations, public art and public spaces and art education.
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Omar S. Dahi, Yasser Munif: Reconstructing Livelihoods among Syrian Refugees and Internally Displaced
Persons: A Multifaceted Approach

The displacement of the refugees has been used as a rallying cry to mobilize the opposition movement both internally
and externally. However if regional history is any guide, refugees are more useful to a cause than a cause is useful to
them. This project builds on previous research on how refugees are configured in post-conflict reconstruction of
livelihood and the built environment in Syria. The research will take place in Syria, Turkey, and Lebanon. Our project
lies at the intersection of the three themes of the research proposal: inequality, mobility, and development. This
proposal argues that if future Syria does not place the interests of refugees at the fore, refugees may be victimized
three times. First as victims of unequal development, second as victims of brutal repression, and third as victims of
neoliberal reconstruction projects. The research examines how the emerging plans for post-conflict reconstruction
and development ‘imagine’ the process of post-regime development and in particular the role and place of the
refugees and IDPs. Over a period of twelve months, we will also be examining how these groups themselves imagine
their future and that of Syria. Our project would continue to critically interrogate the discourses, plans, statements,
and conferences, emanating on refugees and IDPs. We plan to examine these processes on two levels, an
international and global level and a local grassroots one. We plan to examine these processes on two levels. At the
level of reconstruction projects and summits and at the same time, we will conduct ethnographic research and
experiment with Participatory Action Research among refugee populations in Turkey and Lebanon, asking them
about their own perspectives about how they imagine their future and that of Syria.

Publications related to this project:

Syria in Fragments: The Politics of the Refugee Crisis
Breaking Point: The Crisis of Syrian Refugees in Lebanon
Manbij, a Success Story in the Liberated Areas

Omar S. Dahi is associate professor of economics at Hampshire College in Amherst, USA. He specializes in
economic development and international trade, with a focus on South-South economic relations and the political
economy of the Middle East and North Africa. Dahi also serves on the editorial committee of the Middle East
Report and is co-editor of the Syria page at Jadaliyya. His work has been published in various academic journals,
including the Journal of Development Economics, Applied Economics, and the Southern Economic Journal.

Yasser Munif specializes in colonial history, racial identities, and the production of postcolonial space in marginal
sites in France and its colonial territories. More recent research analyzes the importance of urban settings in shaping
national identities during the Arab revolts (Egypt and Syria). More specifically, by investigating the confluence of arts
and culture and urban spaces, his research explores the making and un-making of national identities.
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Svyria in Fragments: The Politics of the Refugee Crisis
Breaking Point: The Crisis of Syrian Refugees in Lebanon
Manbij, a Success Story in the Liberated Areas
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Nada Ghandour-Demiri: NGO-ization, Disciplining Dissent and Increasing Inequality within Palestinian
Popular Resistance

Nonviolence has become a popular concept that several Palestinian NGOs advocate and promote. The proposed
research project intends to carry out cutting edge research on the use of this concept by NGOs and contrast it with
the way it is used (or not) by popular committees. This project is based on a preliminary research part of my PhD,
during which it became clear that many Palestinian NGOs use the concept of nonviolence as a value that needs to be
taught to Palestinians as part of an effort to develop and empower civil society, rather than as a political strategy to
resist the Israeli occupation. This emphasis on nonviolence as a value is mainly the result of foreign donors’ funding
conditions and political agendas. Furthermore, the process of NGO-ization and the reliance on foreign donors’ has
led to the fragmentation of Palestinian activism and the creation of social and economic inequalities among activists.
The project’s main objective is to examine the disciplining role that foreign donors sometimes have by looking at the
process of NGO-ization and the use of the concept of ‘nonviolence.” Two themes of the ACSS call are targeted: the
development theme is evident in the focus on NGO-ization and the use of prescriptive concepts such as ‘nonviolence’
that ‘development industry’ actors and donors favour; the theme of inequality is central in the analysis of the side
effects of NGO-ization - namely, the societal inequalities that arise among people working within the NGO sector and
the grassroots.

Dr Nada Ghandour-Demiri is a Research Fellow in the School of Sociology, Politics and International Studies at the
University of Bristol, where she acquired her PhD. Her doctoral thesis explored the ways in which nonviolent
resistance against the Israeli occupation is being conducted and disciplined. She is currently working as Associate
Coordinator of the Greek national network of the Anna Lindh Foundation, and is a Researcher in Jadaliyya ezine,
where she is on the Editorial Team of its ‘Daily Acts of Resistance and Subversion’ webpage.
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Luna Khirfan, Eliana Abu Hamdi: A Contested Public Realm: Development, Inequality and Mobility in Amman
and Beirut

This regional comparative study of Amman and Beirut will analyze the official and public narratives of participatory
planning within city developmental policies. Specifically, we will contrast the (official)stated intentions with the
resultant products of these development strategies. Theoretically, this study will contribute to the on-going debate on
the conditions of development in Arab cities through analyzing the push and pull (economic and political) factors as
they contribute to the realization of neo-liberal modes of development. It will also contribute to the inequality
discourse in Arab cities through assessing the (inclusionary/exclusionary) processes of place making practices, and
also, their impacts on the (spatial/social) urban mobility. Methodologically, this study will deploy a nested, multi-scaled
approach that combines content analysis, in-depth interviews, on-line survey questionnaire, and focus groups. Such
strategies facilitate a comparative analysis between Amman and Beirut, while simultaneously allowing for a tailored
approach that accounts for each city’'s distinctive conditions. Empirically, this study will yield outcomes that are
directly relevant to the policies and practices of urban planning in Amman and Beirut.

Luna Khirfan is Associate Professor at the School of Planning, the University of Waterloo, in Ontario, Canada. She
received her PhD in Urban and Regional Planning from the University of Michigan in 2007 and since then, her
research has focused on urban planning and urban design in the context of Middle Eastern cities. She investigates
the cross-national transfer of planning knowledge particularly, the transfer of sustainability concepts from Toronto to
Amman and from Vancouver to Abu Dhabi. She also investigates urban governance in Middle Eastern cities
especially, in Egypt, Lebanon, and Jordan with particular emphasis on mega developments, inequality, and mobility.
Additionally, her research addresses the challenges that face historic cities as they adapt to meet the needs of their
residents and to mitigate the pressures of tourism. In that regard, Luna’s more recent interests address issues
related to climate change in coastal regions particularly, with regards to urban design. Luna was a Visiting Fellow at
Columbia University Middle East Research Center in Amman during 2011-2012, a Visiting Scholar at the Amman
Institute for Urban Development during 2010-2011, and a Fulbright Scholar between 2007-2009.

http://uwaterloo.academia.edu/LunaKhirfan

Eliana Abu-Hamdi is a PhD Candidate in the department of architecture at the University of California at Berkeley
focused on Environmental Design and Urbanism in Developing Countries, and a designated emphasis in Global
Metropolitan Studies. Prior to pursuing her PhD she earned a Master of Science degree in Architecture at UC
Berkeley in 2009. In 2002 she earned a BA in Architecture, also from UC Berkeley and continued on to pursue a
Master of Architecture degree the following year, eventually earning her MARCH in 2005 from the Newschool of
Architecture and Design. Her research focuses predominantly on Amman, Jordan where she is most interested in
issue of moderated forms of urban governance and the surplus of abandoned Neo-Liberal projects in the city. Eliana
was a Foreign Language Area Studies Fellow in 2010 and 2011 and the recipient of the Spiro Kostof Fellowship for
study in Architectural History, as well as a Mellon Grant for Research, and a fellowship for Arab Studies from the Al-
Falah Program of the Center for Middle Eastern Studies at the University of California, Berkeley.
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Basil Mahayni: Water for the Poor?: Understanding Formal and Informal Water Governance in Neoliberal
Amman

This project proposes to examine household perceptions of and experiences with formal and informal water
governance in an age of neoliberalism in Amman, Jordan. Specifically, this project will investigate the following two
questions: 1) how have reforms shaped the dynamics of urban water governance in the formal and informal sectors?
And 2) how do households perceive and experience these reforms? Scholarship about economic regulation, urban
water governance, and informal water economies frame the study about how institutional and infrastructural water
governance reforms affect choices and experiences of individual households vis-a-vis the formal and informal water
sectors. Recent neoliberal reforms in Amman and Jordan are part and parcel of a widespread de-regulation and
corporatization of public sector institutions, and reflect the broader trends of privatization and commercialization in
water specific institutions, natural resources in cities and national economies in the global North and the global South.
To date, most scholarship has focused on governance dynamics and reforms of formal water sector services while
ignoring informal services. This project will broaden the scope of inquiry to account for how informal and formal
provisions and institutions overlap, interact, are re-made and how they shape household experiences.

Basil Mahayni completed his BA (2005) and MA (2007) in Political Science, and a graduate certificate in Geographic
Information Systems (2007) at lowa State University. In fall 2008, he enrolled in the Department of Geography at the
University of Minnesota to pursue his academic and teaching interests in state/society relationships and environment
and development. He has experience in the classroom in a wide variety of courses, including Middle East Politics,
Gender and Islam, Environment and Development, Principles of GIS, Numerical Spatial Analysis and Biogeography
of the Global Garden. He also has research experience and has published on issues of social movements and
development crises in Bolivia, environment and development in Syria and Somalia, and state/society crises in Syria.
His dissertation research in Amman, Jordan, builds on his pre-dissertation research in Damascus in 2009 and 2010.
Because of the war, he was compelled to switch his research site to Amman. He has spent approximately three
months in Amman conducting preliminary interviews, reading about the history of the Jordanian state and Amman's
urbanization, and volunteering as a University instructor for the Jesuit Commons: Higher Education at the Margins
program, coordinated by Jesuit Refugee Services.

He combines qualitative and quantitative methods to research the dynamic interactions of the environment,
governance institutions, and communities. He is particularly interested in using mixed-methods to examine how
governance reforms shape state/society interactions and to explore the dynamic production of inequalities through
studies of interactions of the formal and informal sectors and individual household experiences. He has presented his
previous research about the production of water scarcity and reforms in Damascus at the University of Minnesota and
conferences in Lexington, Kentucky, Seattle, Washington, New York City, and Istanbul, Turkey.
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Saker EI-Nour: Mechanisms of Access to Resources and Social Movement in Rural Egypt: A Study of
Peasant Strategies and the Model of Agricultural Development between Reproduction and Change in the
Context of the Revolution

This research proposal will examine available mechanisms of access to resources and social movement in rural
Egypt. This project seeks to better understand the opportunities available to poor and smallholder farmers enabling
them to access and control productive resources and social services and the possibilities of social mobilization in the
context of the Egyptian Revolution through a detailed analysis of peasant strategies and current agricultural
development plans and programs. The research relies on the study of social dynamics approach, which depends on
qualitative methods and analysis of the strategies of social agents, bringing together macro and micro sociological
analysis. The research will depend on field research in a group of Egyptian villages in Upper Egypt (Assuit- Qena-
Sohag) , but primarily in Nazlat Salman village in Assiut. The fieldwork methodology employed combines the
ethnographic study of the village with the study of life stories of local groups, in addition to analyzing the context of
the state’s economic, social and agricultural policies as well as rural development programs. Through this
methodology, | attempt to better understand the mechanisms, manifestations and determinants of access to
resources and the changes therein due to the revolution; the social classification tools and characteristics of the
social movement in rural regions and changes therein due to the Revolution; as well as the tools of social
categorization and features of social mobility in rural society and the changes to them as well due to the Revolution. It
also examines the relationship between access to resources and social mobility considering four dimensions: the
temporal, spatial, gender and generational. Finally, this proposal contributes to rethinking the "inequitable access to
resources and social movement in rural Egypt” argument, considering the fact that male and female peasants are
active agents and that access to resources as well as mobility are dynamic processes that interact in the context of
social change accompanying the Revolution and the extent of departure from or reproduction of the neoliberal
policies adopted by Mubarak’s regime.

Saker El-Nour: is a researcher in Sociology. After graduating from the Faculty of Agriculture, his interest in the social
sciences began. He studied development and social capital in his Higher Diploma and then conducted a study on
rural youth for his Masters degree. He is now in the stage of completing his PHD thesis at the University of Paris 10.
His research addresses the problematics of the dynamics of poverty in rural Egypt. His research interests are
centered on food sovereignty, access to resources, poverty and marginalization. He has contributions and published
research about rural youth, and female labor in the agricultural sector, access to resources and strategies of poverty
alleviation. He conducted fieldwork in Egypt, Morocco and Tunisia. He works in the field of applied research and
contributed to training for NGOs.
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Kareem Rabie: Palestine is Holding a Party and the Whole World is Invited: Housing Development,
Privatization, and the Production of the State in the West Bank

My dissertation examines the current push towards privatization and state building in the West Bank through one of
the region’s marquee mega-developments—-Rawabi, a new planned town north of Ramallah. Through ethnographic
research among developers, representatives of financial capital, Palestinian Authority (PA) bureaucrats, ordinary
Palestinians, and Israeli supporters and opponents of Rawabi, | analyze the material processes and affective qualities
of the public/private state building and economic development project for Palestinians. That state building project
explicitly imagines a Palestine tied to global markets as a way to minimize and overcome the structural effects of the
Israeli occupation of the West Bank. Palestinian class aspiration and desires for normalcy and stability contribute to
success and consensus around the state building project. My dissertation asks: what is the relationship of the state-
in-formation to Israeli colonization and the political, economic, and territorial imperatives that come with it? How have
individual politics among those living in the West Bank shifted as a result of geopolitical and geoeconomic
restructuring? In a context of occupation and a focus on building industries that function with the free movement of
capital and information, but do not require mobility for goods or people, what kind of state can emerge?

Kareem Rabie received his BA in anthropology from the University of Chicago in 2002, and is currently completing
his PhD in the Department of Anthropology at the City University of New York Graduate Center. His dissertation
research examines the contemporary state-building project and push towards privatization in the West Bank through
an ethnography of Rawabi, the largest development project thereto date. He has recently co-authored a chapter on
Israeli settlers and human rights discourse, and co-edited a special issue of the journal Settler Colonial Studies.
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Omar Al-Shehabi: Sea of Sand: Land Reclamation and the Urban Development of Bahrain

Over the past thirty years, more than 70 km2 of coastal waters have been reconstituted into reclaimed land in the tiny
Gulf kingdom of Bahrain. The majority of these coastal waters were reclaimed between 2001 and 2012, during the
so-called reform period under the new constitution of 2002. Projections estimate that the total land mass could
increase up to 25% of the total size of the island over the next 20 years.

While considered an expression of growth and modernity by the government, these reclamation projects have
resulted in far-reaching social, economic, and political consequences. These include the destruction of marine life,
vanishment of the public coastline, transformation of social relations, and an inflating housing crisis. However at the
core of the problem lies the unequal distribution of land and resources and the acquisition of public properties under
the guise of a neoliberal logic operating within a monarchical Gulf state. It is not a coincidence that housing was one
of the first issues addressed by the government during the 2001-2002 reforms, and that remained at the root of the
internal strife that lead to the 2011 mass demonstrations.

The aim of the research project is multifaceted. One obvious objective is to enumerate these projects and map out
the relationship between the state, investment capital, and real-estate developers. But the aim is also to develop a
theoretical framework that can elucidate mechanisms involved in the urban development of monarchical rentier
states. This would include deconstructing the discourse of development purported by the government and private
development firms, and tying it to issues of inequality, mobility, and development.

Omar AlShehabi is the Director of the Gulf Centre for Development Policies and an Assistant Professor in
Economics at the Gulf University for Science and Technology, Kuwait. His previous work experience includes stints at
McKinsey, the World Bank and the IMF, as well as a Stipendiary Lecturer in University College, Oxford. He holds a
D.Phil. in Economics from Pembroke College, Oxford. His latest book entitled Uprooting has just been released in
Arabic from the Centre for Arab Unity Studies in 2012.
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Omar Tesdell: The Palestinian Environmental Present: Development, Cultivation, and Spatial Practice in the
West Bank

The West Bank has faced dramatic economic shifts over the past four decades that have increased vulnerability of
Palestinians, especially in the spheres of food and agriculture. Food insecurity and reliance on food imports, for
example, have increased significantly. Yet paradoxically, Palestinians are one of the world’s largest per-capita
recipients of official foreign aid. The rise both of aid regimes and vulnerability in Palestine has been explored, but
analysis overlooks subtle shifts in the relations between the agro-ecological and geographical orders. These orders
are made up of Oslo-process land categorizations since 1993 and massive interventions in Palestinian agriculture by
Israel for over forty years.

Palestinians have historically shaped this complex of forces, which might be called the Palestinian Environmental
Present. Whether it is the ecological activity of the land, law, scientific knowledge, cultivation practices, or state
power, this present has long been constituted through local practice and the vegetative activity of the landscape.
Specifically, | will investigate the juridical-spatial category of ‘cultivation’, a topic treated only generally in my doctoral
dissertation. The question of land tenure is crucial not only to Palestine, but also undergirds current struggles around
the Arab region over land privatization and inequality. Conceptually, my study raises questions about politics of
environmental transformation from the vantage point of farmers and environmentalists, in a region where there is a
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longstanding dearth of environmental research. My proposed research project will also reveal the production of
space, nature, and vulnerability in the context of political upheaval.

Omar Tesdell earned his Ph.D. from the Department of Geography, Environment and Society from the University of
Minnesota in 2013.His research focuses on environmental problems and sovereignty in the Middle East. The Social
Science Research Council IDRF, Palestinian American Research Center, and the University of Minnesota have
supported his research.
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Dina ElI Khawaga: New authoritarian alliances and protests escalation in fluidity contexts: A comparative study of the
Egyptian and Tunisian cases

After the euphoric moment that many Arab countries have witnessed under the label of Arab spring, many grievances
continue to mobilize thousands of actors around social and civil demands. Authoritarian consolidation or at least
reproduction seems gaining grounds too. The research group aims at producing a comparative three fold study on
neo authoritarianism and social mobilization in Egypt and Tunisia to widen the knowledge of the growing agency
within the region and the institutional and governing coalitions in a context of fluidity.

Dina El Khawaga is a social scientist currently working as a program director at the Arab Reform Initiative. She is a
public policy professor at Cairo University. Her field of expertise covers knowledge production dynamics and higher
education policies in MENA region. She has previously worked at the Ford Foundation as the regional higher
education program officer and at the Open Society Foundations as the Arab Regional Office director. She is currently
working on social mobilization and community organizing intitiatives in Egypt. Her publications icluded schlarly
articles on coptic community, human rights, media industry and some 50 press articles about political current issues.

Marie Kortam: La géographie urbaine des inégalités & Tripoli

A Tripoli, entre les quartiers pauvres et riches, la mobilité est faible et le sentiment d’enfermement chez les jeunes
des quartiers pauvres est de plus en plus fort, notamment avec les conflits armés que vit la vieille ville depuis 2008.
La ville de Tripoli peut étre divisée en quatre parties sur le plan socioéconomique. La vieille ville et ville « moyenne »
défavorisées d’'un coté, la ville nouvelle plus favorisée de I'autre, séparées par le boulevard qui s'étend depuis Al
Bahsas jusqu’au rond-point Abu Ali (Boulevards Bechara Al Khouri, et Rafic Hariri) ; Qobbé ; Abu Samra.

Des inégalités sont soulignées dans tous les rapports et les études sur Al Fayhaa. Que connait-on réellement de ces
inégalités ? Qui en est le ou les responsables ? peut-on établir des stratégies de développement sans combattre les
inégalités ? De nombreux acteurs associatifs ou experts ont insisté sur le fait que c’est la municipalité qui devrait
jouer le role de chef d’orchestre dans le cadre des stratégies de développement . Est-il congu a Tripoli une équipe
de spécialistes compétente et sans étiquette partisane pour commencer a ceuvrer en ce sens, avant la prise en
charge par le leader politique ?

Mon projet releve de la géographie sociale urbaine des inégalités. Il porte sur les relations entre les formes
d\'organisation sociale présente dans la ville de Tripoli et la restructuration urbaine en termes d’inégalités et de
mobilités. Un profil socio-économique, de la ville de Tripoli et plus spécifiquement des quartiers centraux, permet de
caractériser le territoire de recherche selon les conditions de vie des gens.

Marie Kortam est sociologue, diplomée de doctorat en sociologie de I'Université Paris-Diderot en 2011. auparavant,
diplomée d\'assistante sociale de \'Université Saint-Joseph/Liban et d\'un DESS en information-communication. En
s’appuyant sur les apports du travail social, de l'intervention sociologique et de la sociologie clinique, ses recherches
portent sur les vécus, les sens et les représentations des individus, des groupes et des collectivités et leur place dans
la construction du savoir.

son travail de Doctorat a permis a Marie Kortam de se spécialiser dans I'analyse des groupes dominés et
marginalisés, des violences, des discriminations et des minorités, des conduites collectives pour contrer la violence
du pouvoir, de la construction de politiques de gestion de violences dans les espaces de ségrégations. Ses
démarches sont ethnographiques, sociohistoriques et comparatives. elle travaille sur la subjectivité des individus a
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travers le vécu, tous les enjeux épistémologiques et les choix méthodologiques convergent vers des « savoirs situés
» et des « points de vue».

chercheur associée a I'lfpo depuis aodt 2013. Elle a aussi intégré deux programmes de recherches sur les relations
armée-civils. le premier avec Chritian Michelsen Institute en Norveége \" Everyday Maneuvers: Military - Civilian
Relations in Latin-America and the Middle East\". le deuxiéme avec Carnegie/ Middle East center.

Ses dernieres publications:

Kortam M., 2013, Jeunes palestiniens, jeunes frangais : quels points communs face a la violence et a I'oppression.
L’'Harmattan. Paris. 315p.

Kortam M., « Genre, politique et sacré dans les camps des réfugiés palestiniens », Revue Asylon(s), n°9, juin 2012,
Reconstructions identitaires et résistances, url de référence: http://www.reseau-terra.eu/article1245.html.
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Mohamed Abdelrahman, is Sudanese academic and writer, His undergraduate studies were: Ba in graphics,
College of Fine and Applied Arts (Sudan University of Science and Technology, 1985 ), BA in linguistics and

psychology, Faculty of Arts (University of Khartoum, 1997). Philosopy, Faculty of Arts (al-Nileen University,
Khartoum, 1994). He taught at Al Ahfad University- School of Psychology, He is currently assistant professor of
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linguistics at The International University of Africa. His main Theoretical interests are interdisciplinary approaches
connected to post-structural thought and postcolonial criticism applied to Arabic and African societies, local histories
and cultures. He wrote and translated five books among them:
The Atlas of The Languages in Africa, (Kamal Jahalla, co- author) I.U.A, Khartoum, 2008. The effects of linguistics on
Cultural criticism (Salah Hassan Abdullah, co-editor), Sudanese writers union Khartoum,2009. The spaces of
multiplicity and difference in modern Arabic plastic art (Reconsidering the Question of Identity), published by
department of culture and information, Sharjah, AEU, 2011.

Tarek Ghodbani: Les transformations socio-économiques dans les espaces oasiens du Sud algérien, le cas du
Touat et de la Saoura

Les travaux en sciences sociales sur les espaces oasiens dans les pays du Maghreb en général et le Sud algérien
en particulier sont riches et nombreuses. En plus de I'analyse de ces milieux arides, des investigations sur la société
locale montrent I'existence d'une organisation trés stratifiée fondée sur des critéres raciaux ou ethniques. En matiére
de développement, les efforts des Etats indépendants du Maghreb ont produit un nouvel ordre socio-spatial dans ces
espaces oasiens. A travers une analyse a la fois diachronique et multiscalaire, nous projetons d'analyser les
transformations récentes dans deux régions d'oasis du sud-ouest de I'Algérie (le Touat et la Saoura). En plus des
méthodes techniques ; télédétection et SIG, I'équipe envisage de mener des enquétes plus fines (par questionnaires
et entretiens) avec les différents acteurs sur trois différents aspects : la concurrence sur les ressources en eau et le
foncier agricole, I'intégration urbaine et I'accés au logement et aux équipements divers (santé, éducation, culture et
sport), I'état de I'environnement et sa prise en charge par les différents instruments. Les sorties du projet ne se
limiteront pas a des publications d'articles scientifiques, un produit audiovisuel est prévu ainsi qu’un enrichissement
des programmes pédagogiques de I'Université d'Oran.

Tarik Ghodbani, est docteur en géographie des deux Universités Oran et Paris 8, Maitre de Conférences au
département de géographie et d'aménagement du territoire a I'Université d’Oran, membre du laboratoire EGEAT,
chercheur au Centre de Recherche en Anthropologie et Sciences Sociales (CRASC) et membre du conseil
scientifique du Centre Américain des Recherches sur le Maghreb (CEMA). Il a effectué plusieurs séjours scientifiques
post-doc ; Fulbright (USA) et DAAD (Allemagne). Il est l'auteur de I'ouvrage " L’homme et I'environnement sur le
littoral ouest de I'Algérie ” et de plusieurs publications internationales sur les enjeux de développement en Algérie.

Lama Kabbanji: Academic international mobility and knowledge production: the case of Lebanon

Recent decades have been characterized by an increase in the volume of international students and academics
migrations. Research dedicated to this type of mobility is still scarce: academics (and international students) are the
least studied among the major categories of migrants even though they represent a crucial human resource for
research and innovation and the development of scientific communities. Available data shows that Lebanon has one
of the highest students and skilled emigration rates in the Arab region. The objective of this research project is thus to
explore the link between contemporary dynamics of Lebanese academic mobility and the knowledge produced in
social sciences. Mobility in this context is designed to include ideational as well as human mobility. We intend first to
produce new qualitative and quantitative data on the migration of Lebanese post-doctoral researchers and academics
inside and outside the Arab region. We argue that the identification of these dynamics will enable us to discover new
dimensions in the process of knowledge production in and about Lebanon. In order to tackle these questions, mixed
methods and multi-sited approaches will be used in this project. We rely first on the analysis of existing data in order
to characterise mobility trends of Lebanese PhD graduates. We will then implement multi-sited qualitative and
quantitative surveys allowing us to interview Lebanese post-doctoral researchers and academics in Lebanon,
Australia, Canada, France, Dubai and Qatar.

Lama Kabbanji is a Researcher at the French Research Institute for Development and Resarch Associate at the
Institute for Migration Studies at LAU. Lama holds Lebanese and Canadian nationalities. She completed her PhD in
Demography in Canada in 2008. She has been working since 2005 on the Politics of migration and the migration and
development nexus. Her research is currently focused on the analysis of knowledge production on African and Arab
migrations as well as academic international migration. Her main publications include: KABBANJI Lama,
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(Forthcoming), “Producing scientific knowledge on migration: perspectives on African and Arab countries”, Arab
Contemporary Affairs, 2014; KABBANJI, Lama (2013) “Towards a Global Agenda on Migration and Development?
Evidence from Senegal”, Population, Space and Place, 19 (4), p. 415-429, DOI: 10.1002/psp.1738; KABBANJI Lama,
LEVATINO Antonella and AMETEPE Fofo, (2013), “Migrations internationales étudiantes ghanéennes et
sénégalaises: trajectoires et déterminants”, Cahiers québécois de démographie (2013).

Rita Giacaman: Rendering Palestinian East Jerusalem Visible: A Case Study of Kafr ‘Agab

Despite the centrality of Jerusalem in the Palestinian-Israeli conflict, the voices of Palestinian East Jerusalemites
have been largely neglected in discourses on conflict, social suffering and overall health and well-being. This
research is a synthesis of the political, legal, economic, social and health consequences characterizing the
predicament of East Jerusalem and its residents followed by a focus on Kafr ‘Agab as a case study. Given the
historical context of generations of displacement and dispossession, the peculiar situation of Kafr ‘Agab, situated at
the crossroads of the Israeli military Qalandia-checkpoint, inside Israeli-defined greater Jerusalem, but physically
dislocated outside the Separation Wall, serves to provide a window into the multiple layers of insecurity,
fragmentation and illegal treatment which Palestinians are forced to endure. Amidst the overwhelming diplomatic and
political discourses dominating and superseding the voices of the everyday Palestinians who must endure an
incredibly dire situation, this qualitative investigation is designed to utilize research in way that highlights the impact of
Israeli-imposed measures and restrictions on Palestinians, through the voices of Palestinians themselves, including
women, men and young people; as well as in-depth interviews with experts in the same fields, and a participant
observation combined with conversations at the Israeli-controlled Qalandia-checkpoint.

Rita Giacaman is a professor of public health at the Institute of Community and Public Health, Birzeit University,
occupied Palestinian territory. A founding member of the Institute, she was a researcher/practitioner in the 1980's
Palestinian social action, which led to the development of the Palestinian primary health care model. In the 1990s,
she participated in building the Palestinian community based disability rehabilitation network. Since 2000, she has
been focusing on the impact of chronic war-like conditions and exposure to violence on the health and well being of
Palestinians, with an emphasis on psychosocial health; and the development of measures suitable for assessing
health and well-being in conditions of protracted violence. She has published extensively both locally and
internationally. Her new co-edited volume Public Health in the Arab World was published in 2012 by Cambridge
University Press. Rita was awarded an Honorary PhD from LSE in 2011 for having made an “outstanding contribution
to the increased understanding or appreciation of ‘the causes of things’...”

Doaa Hammoudeh is a junior Palestinian researcher at the Institute of Community and Public Health, Birzeit
University in the Occupied Palestinian Territories. She completed an MSc at the London School of Economics and
Political Science in 2011 and a bachelor's degree at the American University of Beirut in 2006. Her research focus
has been on qualitative methods to reach a locally relevant understanding of women’s health in its broader
conceptualization, related to physical, social, psychological, political and environmental health domains. She has led
qualitative research projects focusing on the psychosocial impact of infertility on Palestinian women and an
investigation on the impact of Israeli-imposed measures and restrictions on family reunification on Palestinian family
health and well-being. She has also been involved in research related to child discipline and abuse as well as women
whose health needs are neglected in the Palestinian context.
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Alia Mossallam: Reclaiming a history of movement. Tackling inequalities in the writing of revolutionary histories in
Egypt

This proposed project tackles the silences and erasures involved in the writing of moments of popular mobilization in
Egyptian history. The writing of history is a process that inevitably entails a ‘writing out’ of historic actors, particularly
so in the case of a history written predominantly by a military state and nationalist historians. Such histories give
primacy to state institutions in bringing about movements, or relegate popular mobilization to the nationalist
movement, overlooking the politics of politically and economically dispossessed and their strategic role in these
movements.

| believe that elucidating forgotten histories can best happen through an exercise of engagement. Only then will we
take strides towards an inclusive history, and tackle the inequalities entrenched in history-writing. In this light, | will
organize workshops that engage youth in the re-reading of pivotal historical moments of popular mobilization. The
workshops will explore alternative sources of history, with a focus on popular memory and encourage participants to
embark on their own research journey to re-read and re-write undocumented moments of revolt.

This project naturally engages with the theme of inequality in the politics with which these movements are
documented. It also tackles the theme of development in how people resiliently preserve their stories when the state
actively silences them, and how we will retrieve these silences and the stories behind them.

For, until we have retrieved a popular consciousness of our role as ordinary people in the changing of history, our
ability to appreciate our political power in the present will be continually undermined.

Alia Mossallam has recently completed a PhD that explores a popular history of Nasserist Egypt. Her encounters
include the stories and songs of the workers who built the Aswan High Dam, the Nubians displaced by it, and the
members of the resistance in Port Said and Suez, in 1956 and 1967 respectively. This is part of her continued
research and interest in the stories behind the popular movements and revolutions that make Egyptian history, but
are seldom told. She continues to look for stories, and songs that recover a lost history of popular movements; in
hopes that one day, we may write our own.

Her scholarly work appears in the Water History journal (forthcoming 2014), an edited volume on \"Unmaking power
in the Middle East\" (2013), as well as the Economic and Business History Research Centre\'s journal (2007). She
has also published in a number of independent media sources such as Mada Masr, Egypt Independent, Naked
Punch and the Occupied Times of London.

Ibrahim Makkawi: Collective Identity, Relative Deprivation and Social Mobility in Colonial Context: Palestinian
Students from within the “Green Line” Attending the Hebrew University in Comparison with Birzeit University

This study combines Social Identity Theory (SIT) (Tajfel, 1981) and Relative Deprivation Theory (RD) (Crosby, 1976)
with research on the negotiation of social-ethnic identity in changing contexts (Deaux & Ethier, 1998) in order to
explore the experiences of Palestinian students from within the “green line” in tow contradictory educational
contexts. First, | explore the process of collective-national identity development during the college years (Phinney,
1989) among members of the same social group in two contradictory contexts (Hebrew University and Birzeit
University). Second, integrating SIT and RD traditions, in combination with the notion of in-betweenity status (Bulhan,
1980), | explore and compare cross contexts the students’ sense of group relative deprivation in relation to their
status of in-betweenity . Third, | explore the conflictive relationship between acquiring higher education and upward
social mobility for members of this group of Palestinians within complex colonial context. The study is designed to be
conducted on three phases. The first phase of the study will include in-depth qualitative inquiry based on grounded
theory (Glassr & Strauss, 1967) research procedures and will focus on the experience of Palestinian students in the
Hebrew University. The second phase of the study will include similar qualitative inquiry with Palestinian students
from within the “green line” attending Birzeit University at the time of the study. In the third phase, | intend to construct
a quantitative questionnaire drown from the literature and refined based on the qualitative finding from the previous
two studies.

Ibrahim Makkawi received his Ph.D. in educational psychology from Kent State University, USA, with research

emphasis on collective-national identity development among Palestinian student activists in Israeli universities.
Following a few years of teaching in several American universities, he joined the faculty of Birzeit University,
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Palestine, in 2004. He is the founding director of the Masters Program in Community Psychology at Birzeit University
(2008-2013) where the program'’s spotlight has been teaching and conducting community research as critical praxis,
decolonizing psychology, and community engagement as a form of liberation and well being. His currently active
research program includes issues of social identity and relative deprivation among Palestinian college students in
colonial contexts, critical and decolonizing community psychology, feminist psychology and Palestinian female
students’ educational resilience.

Dina Makram Ebeid: The Politics of "Istigrar (‘Stability’): Work, Property and Class in Post-Mubarak’s Egypt

The project is an ethnographic study of work relations at the Egyptian Iron and Steel Company (EISCO), Egypt’s
oldest and largest public sector steel plant in Helwan. It investigates the inequalities within workers’ communities,
which make some workers socially mobile and leading middle class lifestyles, and others, perpetually proletariat.
Public sector work contracts, or what is locally called wazifa, are central to this research. | explore how they act as a
potential property right that steel workers bequeath to their children and which distinguishes them and their families
from the rest of the working class.

The new fieldwork for this research explores the continuities and change in ideas and practices of work since the
revolution of January 25th 2011 and examines how they inform class inequalities and collective mobilisations that
emerged since. Starting from contestations over permanent employment contracts, which workers deem a form of
‘Istigrar (‘stability’), | highlighting what ’istiqgrar means to different groups of workers.

Mubarak also used a discourse of ’Istigrar as mode of governmentality and claimed that his legacy was bringing
stability to the nation. Since his ousting state and capital continued to use ’Istiqrar as a counter-revolutionary
discourse. Through an examination of the multiple imaginative appropriations of ’Istigrar, | explore how it informs
various work practices, class inequalities, desires for social mobility and governing technologies in Helwan.

The main methodology is participant observation with two groups; the families of EISCO workers who reside in the
‘company town’ and the contract workers in the informal sector and the villages in the vicinity of the plant.

Dina Makram-Ebeid was a post-doctoral research fellow at the Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology in
Germany from 2012 to 2014. She earned a PhD in Social Anthropology from the London School of Economics (LSE)
(2013), an M.A in Development and Anthropology from LSE (2007) and a B.A in Economics from the American
University in Cairo (AUC) (2005). She taught at AUC and LSE. Her research interests include economic and political
anthropology, the political economy of the Middle East (with special focus on Egypt), work and labour and social
movements. She is currently interested in exploring questions around property relations, hierarchies and queer
theory. Dina conducted her main research with steel workers in Helwan, Egypt which will be the basis of her
forthcoming manuscript. Her publications include “Labour Struggles and the Quest for Permanent Employment in
Revolutionary Egypt” in The Political Economy of the New Egyptian Republic, Hopkins, N. (ed.), AUC Press: New
York (forthcoming-2014) and “Defying Hierarchies: Organising Horizontally during a steel factory occupation in Egypt”
in New Forms of Workers Organisation and Struggles: Autonomous Labour Responses in Times of Crisis, Azzelini, D
and M. Kraft (eds.) Haymarket: Chicago (forthcoming-2014).

Sarah Sabry: Poverty Alleviation in Cairo’s Informal Areas: The Role of the State and non-state actors after the
revolution

Urban poverty is on the rise and informal areas and slums have expanded phenomenally to become a central feature
of urban poverty worldwide and in Egypt. In parallel to this growth, poverty alleviation is being increasingly privatised
as many states reduce their role in welfare provision, with the private sector and what is commonly called ‘civil
society’, especially NGOs and faith-based organisations (FBOs), filing the gap. In Egypt, the government has
assigned civil society a growing role in poverty alleviation, but little is known about the work of FBOs and NGOs or
their impact on the urban poor. Nothing is known about how their work has evolved since Egypt’s revolution started in
2011.

This research aims to update previous research which took place before the revolution in order to analyse changes
after Egypt’s revolution started. It will examine how the lives of the urban poor have changed, how the state’s role has
changed and how the role of NGOs and FBOs has evolved 3-4 years after Egypt’s revolution started. The research
guestions will mainly be examined through fieldwork in one of Cairo’s largest and poorest informal neighbourhoods.
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Sarah Sabry is a Research Associate and Visiting Lecturer at the University of Zurich. Her main research interests
are urban poverty, informality, social policy, civil society and the state in Egypt and the Arab world. Peer reviewed
research published on these topics. Sarah has extensive professional expertise in development, especially field
research, grant-making and project management. She has previously been a consultant to various organisations
including the Ford Foundation, the International Institute for Environment and Development (IIED), the International
Development Research Centre (IDRC) and the Arab Human Rights Fund. Past positions include chairing the board of
a local Egyptian NGO working on poverty reduction, supporting the establishment of the Community Service
programme at the American University in Cairo and teaching Political Economy of Development at SOAS. She holds
a PhD in development studies from SOAS, University of London.
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