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Theorizing Inequality and Difference through a Regional Lens

Numerous scholars have pointed to the widening social and economic inequalities that have emerged in the last two decades
throughout the Middle East. These inequalities are deeply connected to the acceleration of neoliberal reform processes
throughout the 2000s, and have clearly loomed large during the varied paths of the recent uprisings — reflected in the
content of political demands raised by labour and social movements in the region. This paper argues, however, that a full
appreciation of these trends is hampered by the ‘methodological nationalism’ of much social science theorizing about the
Middle East — a focus upon individual nation-states as self-contained and enclosed social structures, analytically distinct from
the wider region and world market (Wimmer and Glick-Schiller, 2003). Development processes in the Middle East are
ultimately, as Marcel Van der Linden notes at a more general level, “cross-border [and] border-subverting”; their theorization
requires an appreciation of the interlocking of social relations across national, regional and world scales (Van der Linden
2008, p.7).

Drawing upon debates in the fields of development studies, political economy and international relations, the paper asks
what it means to incorporate the inherently cross-scalar nature of capitalist development into our social science frameworks.
This requires a deeper understanding of the dynamics of accumulation and power at the regional scale, as well as grasping
the changing linkages between the Middle East and the wider global economy. It also means confronting standard
Developmentalist and Modernization theories, which — reflecting the positive-sum assumptions of neoclassical trade and
investment theory — project harmonious, complimentary and mutually-beneficial outcomes from the normal operation of
capitalist markets.
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From this theoretical vantage point, the paper presents a concrete analysis of the ways in which patterns of inequality and
difference in the Middle East are ineluctably shaped by uneven development across a variety of spatial scales. This
unevenness is largely driven by cross-border movements of capital and labour (both citizen and migrant), with significant
implications for the ways in which we conceptualize state, class and other social structures. It is also gendered and racialised
in particular ways that are often disappeared within analytical frameworks. The varied impacts of crisis — global, regional and
national — have acted to intensify these differentials, shifting the pattern of financial and trade linkages with Western powers
and consolidating a specific set of hierarchies within the region itself. In this manner, the paper contends that the region
needs to be seen as much more than simply an additive function of discrete nation-states; approaching the region as a
region is essential to any assessment of future political and social trajectories.
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Kuwaiti Women with Deportable Families: Marginality, Intimacy, and Labor

This paper examines the experiences of Kuwaiti women married to foreigners to analyze the gendered definitions of
citizenship via an intimacy transformation and the ensuing denial or access to rights and resources associated with the
stigma attached to the tenuous migrant status of foreign spouses. It describes gender and citizenship in Kuwait in the
context of national dependency and control of foreign labor. The marginality of Kuwaiti women married to foreigners
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resonates with the way migrant labor is exploited and disciplined. The data presented is based on ethnographic research
conducted in Kuwait and based on a content analysis of in-depth interviews with 11 Kuwaiti women married to non-Kuwaitis
in addition to 30 structured interviews with Kuwaiti men and women expressing their views on mixed citizenship marriages.
The paper also incorporates data from law and media representations.

The paper is presented in the format of an extended essay that includes selected narratives from the data. It draws on and
combines insights from anthropological scholarship assessing gendered citizenship in the Middle East (see Joseph 2000) and
Kuwait (see Tetrealt and Al-Mughani 1995) that show the gendered biased ways women have been incorporated as subjects
into the modern nation-state and the losses to women who do not marry Kuwaiti men, with research on labor exploitation in
the GCC (see Gardner 2010).

This paper argues that the struggle over the meaning and control of intimacy leading to marriage leaves women and their
families vulnerable to deportation, but also shows how the state is vulnerable to its own biopolitics of citizenship. Kuwaiti
women married to foreigners stand out as “dually unruly” because as citizens they challenge the male biased way the state
creates subjects, and by law their spouses and children are categorized as part of the large migrant work force seen as
temporary and contingent to the labor needs of country.

Aziza Brigui S\SUJ O
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Gendered Inequality in Transitional Justice in Morocco: Testimony as Resistance to Cultural Identities

The paper seeks to highlight women’s discourses of lived violence as powerful forms of resistance to injustices and
inequalities. Women’s written testimonies resist the hegemonic power of oppressive paradigms which condemn the
oppressed to silence. This resistance through testimonial narratives will culminate in empowering women to produce their
own transgressive space and alternative knowledges and to redefine their oppressed identities bringing to the fore their
agency which involves their capacity as active agents of change to create difference and subvert the gendered hierarchies
and inequalities imposed by the oppressive structures of patriarchy. The victims-survivors can narrate publicly their agonizing
experience through written literary works and testimonies. In this regard, women as victims of the “Years of Lead” have
managed to unveil their unspeakable agony through their testimonial narratives.

The study also casts light on multiple forms of violence that women victim-survivors endured during the “Years of Lead” in
Morocco. Women’s oral testimonies reveal the shock and disbelief at the abuse and torture perpetrated by soldiers and
police officers in their houses, arbitrary detention centers or prisons. Most of these women were unaware of their husband’s
or relatives’ political activities; a fact which is “also symptomatic of gendered divisions of labor and demarcation of space”.
They were hardly involved in politics; a sphere constructed by the patriarchal culture as a male-dominated space.

Against this background, the analysis of this paper studies three written testimonial narratives, mainly Fatna El Bouih 7alk of
Darkness (2008), Malika Oufkir, Stolen Lives (2001), and Saida Menebehi, Poems, Letters and Writings from Prison (2000), a
compilation of prison writings. The paper analyzes also oral public testimonies narrated by women during the public
audiences organized by the IER (Equity and Reconciliation Commission, 2004) and the Counter human rights public
audiences organized by AMDH (Moroccan Association of Human Rights, 2005). The paper focuses on the act of
telling/narrating, the interplay of memory/history and how testimony is a form of resistance to gendered inequalities.

The paper mainly argues that women as female gender have sought to interrogate the injustices perpetrated against them.
They attempt to narrate and rewrite history from a gender-sensitive perspective for the purpose of redefining their repressed
and marginalized female voices that shaped their identities for centuries-old. Not only narratives provide a collective
catharsis effect for the future generations in general and the victims/survivors of political violence in particular, but they also
help women assert, reconstruct their own identity and regain lost dignity through the liberation of their voices. In this sense,
these narratives destabilize and challenge “a hidden machinery of oppression” reflected in “Femicide” as a socio-cultural
practice operating within a hegemonic male-dominated structure to deny women’s rights and destroy their ability to act.
Testifying their status as double bind bearers of violations, women create an alternative and transgressive feminine space as
an oppositional counter discourse.
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Territory, Nature Reserves, and the Question of Palestinian Cultivation

A spatial history of Palestinian environmental and agricultural practice, the paper explores the relationship between the work
of cultivation and claims to land. Cultivation in the conventional sense is understood to be an abstract concept that allows
institutions like the state to deploy technologies of control, whether through law, coercion, or agricultural development. Yet
generally overlooked is an understanding of cultivation as the longstanding concrete practice of farmers to uphold collective
claims to land. In contrast to a self-evident concept of cultivation, the practice of cultivation thus emerges as a flashpoint to
consider the question of land rights in Palestine. Cultivation does not necessarily correspond to official juridical definitions of
land use like nature reserve. Rather it is expressed in acts of collective persistence within social and ecological relationships.

The paper asks: What is the relationship between cultivation practices and sovereignty within nature reserves?
The paper will draw from primary source material, a combination of archival records from the 1920s and 1930s and life
history interviews with farmers who cultivate land in reserve today. More specifically, the proposed paper explores what
might be called a ‘spatial history’ of cultivation in West Bank official nature reserves and develops a theoretical
understanding of it as constituted by both colonialism and oppositional political community arrayed around it. It explores
Palestinian cultivation practice within the unique space of nature reserves, which allows exploration of the shifting socio-
territorial definition of ‘natural’ landscapes and political sovereignty. The declaration of such reserves is deeply entangled
with the inequalities in access to land. It is a contest waged at various registers: courts, bureaucratic mechanisms of
measurement, and living organisms on the land. One of the primary classifications of land are nature reserves, which
includes more than 30 declared reserves covering about 13 percent of the West Bank land area. Thus, an investigation of
cultivation practices in nature reserves offers a novel view on how restrictions on native communal and private property are
intertwined. Understanding the spatial manifestation of cultivation and access to land is crucial for both a rethinking of local
environmental politics and also the wider land struggles in the Middle East.
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“One Doesn't Sell One's Parents”: Gendered Experiences of Shifting Tenure Regimes in the Agricultural Plain
of the Sais in Morocco

In 2006, the government of Morocco decided to privatize the land of the former socialist inspired collective state
cooperatives, because the restrictions on their transferability were seen as hampering their profitability. The resulting shift in
land control is happening alongside, as well as provoking, wider processes of agrarian change, manifested among others in
the introduction of new high-value crops, the use of new technologies (tubewells, drip irrigation) and alterations in labour
relations.

In this chapter we want to explore what the shift from a collective to a private tenure system means for gender relations.
We base our analysis on one year of in depth ethnographic field work done in 2011-2013 in the former cooperative of Ait Ali,
situated in the agricultural plain of the Sais in Morocco. Our findings suggest that the privatization of land results in the
disarticulation of land rights from wider kinship-based relations of dependency and reciprocity -eroding the historical,
territorial and family values land used to embody. The disarticulation of land rights from wider kinship-based relations
happens alongside and through a renegotiation of gender relations and subjectivities. By tracing the history of the state
cooperative, we show how land use rights used to epitomize post-colonial collective struggles against the colons and later
against the Moroccan state. In the state cooperative, land was used through gendered family, kinship, and community
relations based on the institutions of inheritance and marriage, with farms and families being deeply intertwined through
labour arrangements and how land was used. Reversely, gendered subjectivities and institutions importantly manifested
themselves, and became enacted, through how land was used and managed.

Today, farming increasingly is becoming a professional activity and identity, premised on a growing division between a
private family domain associated with women and a public professional domain associated with men. This opens up new
possibilities for becoming a modern farmer to some rural male youngsters, but makes it increasingly difficult for many
women to negotiate and justify their farming activities and subjectivities. Changes in the monetary value of land, as well as
the change in the inheritance system are symptomatic of the changing meanings of land, something that may provoke long-

18



winded intra-family negotiations over land in which the position of women is particularly weak. In sum, our analysis shows
how the current privatization of land in the region of the Sais is shaped and in turn shapes existing identities and institutions,
transforming the gendered spaces and subjectivities in often constraining ways for women.

Sarah Mousa w90 &)lw
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The Political Economy of Rural Land Practices in Post-Colonial Egypt

This paper is set in a Nile Delta village in Egypt. It follows a retrograde social class, that of the rural governors of the British
colonial era, through the political and socio-economic upheavals of the Nasser, Sadat and Mubarak presidencies, to portray
the political economy of agricultural land usage and practice of the village. I examine the class’ conceptions of local history,
the meaning and purpose of land within that history, and the class’ depiction of their role, versus that of other social groups,
within these constructs. The set of four families interviewed for this project constitute the social class among which the
position of ‘Omda rotated in the village (Bashbish of the Gharbaya governorate). The rural governorship position was
endowed by Ottoman and British authorities, typically to heads of the largest resident (and not absentee) landowning
families.

The ‘Omda class occupies ambiguous and dynamic political and socio-economic positioning within post-colonial Egyptian
history. While not the most privileged social group of the colonial era—that position was reserved for larger-scale absentee
landowners, often with familial ties to the Turko-Egyptian ruling class—the ‘Omda figure is nonetheless a rural power
symbol. Under state-led agrarian policies of the post-independence period, the ‘Omdas power was curtailed yet not
completely destroyed like that of higher socio-economic echelons. The state revoked the ‘Omadds political authority,
rendered the title taboo, and limited landholdings. This period, that of the Nasser presidency, was generally one in which
socio-economic gaps were publicly elided in favor of a facade of egalitarianism.

With the mid-1970s /nfitah, the fate of the ‘Omaa class generally diverged—some members of this class morphed to join a
new rising elite, while others stagnated. In this case study, the ‘Omada class generally did not join the new, politically
connected, business-inclined elite. Rather, its primary source of revenue within the village remained constant, and limited to
decreasingly lucrative agricultural production. While the class’ political role and economic influence decreased in the post-
colonial era, their collective actions carry weight in rural Egypt due to the symbolism imbued in their former status.

This paper uses discourse analysis to convey how the ‘Omda class draws from residual cultural themes to construct a
narrative of its historical and contemporary political and socio-economic role within rural life, and associated conceptions of
land usage, in opposition to roles and conceptions they attribute to the post-infitah elite. 1 argue that this class translates
their narrative into tangible land practices that set it apart from the post-infitah class. First, the ‘Omda class insists on
agricultural cultivation as the sole purpose of land; this is juxtaposed with the post-infitah elite’s usage of land for
construction or other more lucrative purposes. Second, the ‘Omada class as a whole resists the sale of land to the
economically powerful post-/nfitah class. This is done to prevent land from being used for non-agricultural purposes, and to
prevent increases in the landholdings of the dominant class. Through these actions, the ‘Omda class presents itself as a
counter-hegemonic force to the rural political and socio-economic status quo.
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Land, Inequalities and Protest: The Making of an Alliance for Equal Property Rights in Morocco

A general trend towards the increased commodification of land is observable today in the global south. In Morocco, for
example, collective land properties are increasingly being sold or rented out; a process which is currently facing different
forms of resistance. The aim of this paper is to take a closer look at one particular form of resistance: multi-level coalitions
that protest against unequal property rights and that are shaped by actors and organisations with different political
experiences, trajectories and social backgrounds. This will be studied through the case of the soulaliyate movement that
emerged in 2007 in Morocco as a result of an atypical collaboration between women living in rural and peri-urban areas and
the Association démocratique des femmes du Maroc (ADFM), a major and mainly urban elite-based feminist organisation.
The aim of this movement is to protest against the exclusion of women from compensation payments received by their
community in exchange of collective land properties that are increasingly transferred or sold to municipalities or private and
public companies. How did the collaboration between local (partly rural) groups of women and the urban-based ADFM take
shape and evolve during the mobilisation? What power hierarchies prevailed within the movement? Were they
reconfigured/negotiated over time? What impact is this having on the movement and the way it legitimizes its claims? These
questions are all the more important today as coalitions have become more frequent all over the region while very little is
known or understood about how they come into being and how they function and evolve over time.

The soulaljyate movement is based on a division of tasks. The women belonging to the communities benefitting from
compensation payments contribute to giving a face, a voice and legitimacy to the movement, while providing information,
mobilizing supporters and negotiating at the local level. In the meantime, the ADFM takes care of training the women
participating in the movement, of organising its actions, of leading discussions with public authorities and informing the
general public. Thus, the symbolic power of the women from different local communities is complemented, here, by the
expertise that the members of the ADFM have gained after several decades of contestation. In a regional context in which
feminist organisations have long been criticized for their lack of a substantial social base and for their tendency to work
unilaterally without involving other groups of women, this collaboration is particularly interesting. It will be argued that the
interrelation between these different actors contributed greatly in shaping the movement; leading to a combination of
diverse (and sometimes conflicting) normative references, aims and repertoires of action.

My paper will be based on empirical material (interviews and observations) as well as legal documents, reports and audio-
visual material collected between 2011 and 2014 in Rabat and the surroundings of Kénitra and Meknes.

Nadji Khaoua 69> s\ >U
University of Badji Mokhtar - Annaba, Algeria Pzl calic - o s>l asol>

Territoires et inégalités en Algérie

L'expérience de développement en Algérie, pays d’Afrique du Nord, est souvent analysée sous I'angle restreint de I'analyse
économique standard.! Mais les politiques de développement sont appliquées dans des régions concrétes qui ne sont pas
toujours prises en compte selon leurs conditions. Leur localisation, leurs dotations et leurs populations sont différentes, selon
les données recueillies auprés de diverses institutions et durant nos enquétes de terrain. Les principales régions sont
distinctes : Au Nord, le territoire littoral, bien que ne constituant que 8 % du pays, rassemble plus de 40 % de la population
totale, 80 % des entreprises, et les plus importantes villes que sont Alger, Oran, Béjaia, Skikda et Annaba.? Plus au Sud, le
territoire des Hauts-Plateaux, plus grand, n'attire cependant ni des activités économiques nouvelles, ni les populations.
Restreinte aux activités agricoles traditionnelles de subsistance, son économie périclite. La recherche de meilleurs niveaux de
vie pour les plus jeunes de ses habitants les pousse a migrer vers les régions littorales. Enfin, le vaste territoire désertique
du Sahara est vierge de toute activité, en dehors de zones restreintes ou sont exploités les hydrocarbures liquides et gazeux.
Cette diversité nécessite d'étre prise en compte dans les politiques, en vue d’atteindre les objectifs dont la réduction des
inégalités. Les différents territoires ne participent pas de la méme maniére a la croissance. Cette derniére ne produit pas les
mémes effets économiques. Ses opportunités ne sont pas réparties spatialement de maniere équitable. Cela entraine des
inégalités accentuant les multiples pressions subites. Le processus de développement, malgré les réformes appliquées, s'en
trouve affecté. Les écarts de croissance entre les régions, soulignent les différences de traitement entre territoires. Elles
évoluent selon des tendances accentuant les inégalités spatiales, économiques et sociales.
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Notre approche se base sur I'analyse des formes que prend l'inégalité interterritoriale, ce qui indique I'absence de statut du
territoire dans les politiques appliquées. Cette contribution vise a intégrer cette notion et la considérer comme un concept
opératoire.® Objet des travaux des géographes et des géopoliticiens,* son intégration dans le champ d'investigation des
économistes ouvre I'horizon analytique dans le cadre de cette recherche, vers des concepts tel que la « vulnérabilité® ».

L'analyse économique et environnementale du développement que nous proposons se focalise sur les politiques de
croissance en Algérie, dans leurs relations structurelles avec les formes de l'inégalité.®

YHafsi T., Le développement économique de I'Algérie, expériences et perspectives, Casbah, Alger, 2011.

2Khaoua N., Ecodéveloppement et territoire littoral, Al-Djazair, Alger, 2014.

s Requier-Desjardins D., « Territoires - Identités - Patrimoine : une approche économique ? », Développement durable et territoires, Paris,
2009.

4vallaud P., Atlas Géostratégique de la Méditerranée Contemporaine, Presses de I'Université de Saint Joseph, Beyrouth, Liban, 2011.

5 Nicolai J. P., « Le concept de vulnérabilité », O.T.C, Lettre n° 37, Paris, 2007.

SSEN A., Inequalities re-examined, Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1992.
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The panel “Post-Nationalism: The Universal and the Particular” explores the underlying ideologies that distinguish themselves
as standing against narrow nationalism and in favor of broader regional or transcendent formations. These “post-nationalist”
expressions of the Arab region are examined in terms of their relationship to the state, the self and the citizen on the
national and regional levels. The paper entitled “The Arab Nahda and the Nation Form: Debt, Morality, and Universalism”
offers a socio-historical analysis of the Arab Nahda, the nineteenth-century Arab intellectual movement, aiming to unpack
the potentials and shortcomings of the Nahda in reproducing an emancipatory politics for the Arab world in the present. The
paper entitled “Nationalism Confronting New Regionalism: The Arab Maghreb Union as a Case Study” examines new trends
of regionalism articulated by the Arab Maghreb Union project and the challenges they pose to the construct of nationalism.
The last paper on this panel “The Model of the Nation in Algeria: A Paradigm for Integrating Diversity” insists on the
continued relevance of revolution-era forms of political-praxis-based and cosmopolitan nationalism in Algeria, particular in
order to create more space for Amazigh calls for recognition and rights, and in order to revive alternatives to narrow
“Muslim”-based notions of national citizenship.

Nourredine Bessadi : Le modéle de la nation en Algérie : auouldVIl ap>lgo 59 duogsll jgiamis Soww gl Guauxo
pour un paradigme intégrant la diversité (535905 wsuyleodl sVl téa,az

Nadia Bou Ali: The Arab Nahda and the Nation Form: Debt,
Morality, and Universalism

Roundtable: Higher Education in the Arab World: AoSgxll 1w )l plllI u\s NR) puldei] 16 diwoe dglb
Governance and Equity acloix>Vl polell Glul yudxo go Jluui VL) WlaiVlg
(Co-organized with the SSRC) ((SSRC)
Moderator: Eileen Kuttab (Birzeit University) (Cujpm a20l>) QS bl ©lo=dl 6,30
Discussants: Moushira Elgeziri (Ford Foundation), Asya El- da2ol>) cspaodl Lowl (589 duwdo) Syuszl 8 iino 1UguBlioll
Meehy (University of California, Berkeley), Adnan EI-Amine (aug,dl pelell auslid)l @aspdl) uoVl Vlac (S, (Lijgadls
(Lebanese Assaociation for Educational Studies)
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Rethinking Inequality and Resistance: Precarious Labor in Cairo’s Art and Culture Scene

In committing to maintain stability that adds up to social security numbers, and to status of ‘Proper citizenship’, does this act
lead to stability and security, or does it maintain a perpetual ‘norm’ and ‘normality’ that includes its own exclusion? Weeks
contend that “Work produces not just economic goods and services but also social and political subjects” (2011, p.8)

In Egypt post 2011, a flow of funding was directed to nourish the arts and cultural scene. This provoked further questions on
the cultural economy of independent arts in Egypt. Thus, we delve into the makings and unmaking of inequality and
resistance through the precarious laboring lives in Cairo’s art and culture scene. We focused on one of the cultural NGO's in
Cairo — MNahda Association. We tackle inequality as a contingent space that is problematic but also a fertile space for
potentialitites. When speaking of inequality as a context where the given examples carve out their everydayness, we come
to think of the possibilities of alternative imaginaries. The issues at hand are best made sense of as a ‘middle’ where things
do not necessarily need to start and end but are always in the making and are continually changing. We ask the question:
How do inequalities manifest and unfold in the work and lives of the precarious laborers of art and culture as well as their
respective audience? Could this precarity of both labor and livelihood invoke and enable more possibilities of resistance and
different socialites?

Thus, we research this through a two-fold argument based on two ethnographies conducted during our MA thesis in Cairo.

First, Nahda Association which is a cultural center that strives to be a social movement while negotiating its
institutionalization as a formal NGO. Its attempt towards horizontal management subverts the bureaucratic model of
management inherited from international developmentalist discourses and state discourses that are perceived as the only
valid way to get any project to work ‘properly’. That perception is precisely the one incapable of imagining much beyond the
constraints of the present.

Second, we zoom into Khayal Shaabi — Popular Imagination, a street theater troupe that is affiliated with Nahda. Being
under the umbrella of Mahda provided an enabling space for Khayal Shaaby. Nahda provided a space that backed them up to
be less precarious and ground their art within a particular comfort. However, one can also argue that this lack of tension also
distanced them from what possibilities duly emerge through precarity and subjugation to constant risk.

These two intertwined examples open up new ways of embracing the uncertainty of knowing, to see in the incoherent
details of daily life a fertile ground for endless possibilities of imagining a world otherwise. Thus, we see in the precarity of
Cairo’s everydayness, risk and uncertainty strong possibilities and potentialities for new configurations of resistance and new
socialities.
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The Inequality of Scarcity: Water in Informal Cairo

Urban water scarcity continues to be a problematic issue in the Global South. The struggle to ensure adequate water access
for over 2 billion urban dwellers around the world has been attracting attention from academics and practitioners alike. But
to fully understand the workings of urban water scarcity, it must be understood in its broadest form, encompassing “multiple
scarcities” (loris, 2012) that manifest in different ways. It must also be understood that water scarcity is not a purely
technical phenomenon, but should rather be seen as a form of socioeconomic inequality. Like many types of inequality, its
geography is often guided by the spatialized nature of poverty and marginalization. In Egypt, the geography of urban
inequality is intimately tied to the proliferation of informal areas built primarily by people marginalized from the formal
housing sector. Cairo, Egypt's capital, has been described by some as a "divided" city (Shenker, 2014), and provides ripe
ground to study how inequality operates across urban space.

Residents of its almost 200 informal areas have to deal with all the problems facing the city as a whole (e.g. frequent
electricity cuts) in addition to being from an area often depicted using labels such as ‘haphazard’ and ‘illegal’. This layer of
discursive violence serves to solidify the link between the socioeconomic inequalities that led informal dwellers to be
marginalized from the formal housing sector, and the physical inequalities in regards to their access to water.

In this paper, | examine the relationship between water scarcity and the geography of inequality in Cairo. Through
examining the history of access to water in the informal area of Ezbet El-Haggana, one can begin to delineate how the
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multiple scarcities of urban water access are shaped by the interstice between discursive, socioeconomic, and physical
inequalities.
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Revendiquer sa « part » de ses propres terres !

La communication traite d'un mouvement de contestation conduit par de nombreuses associations représentant les
populations de montagne du Moyen-Atlas au Maroc. Ces populations vivent dans des communautés tribales (8202 de famille
d’agriculteurs-éleveurs et 70 000 habitants) qui ont de tout temps exploité des terres collectives de parcours principalement
(158 000 Ha) selon des coutumes séculaires. Ces familles entretiennent un cheptel de 810 000 ovins et de 90 000 caprins ;
c’est pour dire combien ces terres collectives sont vitales pour elles. Depuis le protectorat, la gestion de ces terres est
soumise & la tutelle du ministére de l'intérieur.

Mais depuis que le Maroc s'est engagé dans un processus de la libération du foncier agricole, I'appétit de nombreux
“investisseurs” s'est ouvert pour accaparer ces terres collectives moyennant leur cession par les autorités de tutelle. Dans le
méme temps, ces cessions ont soulevé des mouvements de protestation des autochtones, organisés dans des associations
locales, qui tentent de les empécher. Ces associations de la société civile revendiquent justice, égalité et droit d’'acces aux
ressources fonciéres a travers des actions publiques et un dialogue de sourd avec les pouvoirs publics. Les concessions des
terres sont réalisées selon des modalités opaques qui ont généré un sentiment de frustrations et d'injustice généralisé
exprimé par la notion de L'hogra. Le paradoxe qui les révolte est qu'ils vivent dans une région riche (terres de parcours,
terres de culture, gisement miniers, amodiation de chasse, plantes aromatique et médicinale, tourisme...) mais dont la
population reste pauvre a cause du mode de gouvernance de ces ressources. Les femmes et des hommes de cette région
sont déterminés d'aller jusqu’au bout de leur lutte faute d’alternative...

L'argument principal de cette communication est que le mode de gestion étatique des terres collectives et des ressources
naturelles de facon générale est de plus en plus contesté et souléve une résistance organisée de la part de la société civile
qui revendique plus de justice et d’équité et remet en cause les modes de gouvernance de ces richesses communes. La
communication explore les questions principales suivantes :

e Quelles formes prend cette résistance et quels en sont les acteurs ?

e Quelles sont les revendications et les actions entreprises pour les obtenir ?

e Quels sont les sources et mode de Iégitimation de ces revendications ?

e Quelles sont les réponses des pouvoirs publics ?

e Quelles modifications ces revendications ont-elles introduites dans la nature du rapport de I'Etat et de la société
civile ?

Nous nous appuyons pour apporter des réponses a ces questions sur des données d'enquétes qualitatives réalisées avec les
représentants des associations qui portent le mouvement de contestation dans la province d'lfrane.
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From Poor Peripheries to Sectarian Frontiers: Planning, Development, and the Spatial Production of
Sectarianism in Beirut

The talk of “sectarianism” and about its violence is on the rise again across the Middle East. Since the beginning of the
Lebanese civil war (1975-1990), Beirut has been the paradigmatic city to discuss sectarianism. However, most studies of
sectarianism in the Lebanese context have focused on the relationship between sectarianism and the formation of the
Lebanese modern nation state, debating whether sectarianism is primordial, a modern construction, or a class domination
project (Joseph 1975, Khalaf 1986, Khuri 1975, Makdisi 2000; Weiss 2010).

But how is sectarianism constructed, lived, and reproduced in contemporary everyday Beirut? In order to answer this
question, the paper examines the urban development of two contested southern peripheries of Beirut — Sahra Choueifat and
Doha Aramoun. This 16-month study (2009-2010) is based on interviews with urban planners, residents, municipal officials,
and former militiamen along with archival research on zoning policies, real estate transactions, and property legislation. The
paper exposes how religious-political organizations — such as Hezbollah, the Druze PSP, and the Sunni Future Movement —
have transformed Beirut's southern peripheries into frontiers of sectarian conflict through these actors’ territorial battles
governed by their anticipated roles in local and regional futures of violence and the wars yet to come.

The paper illustrates how the articulation of sectarianism, capitalism, urbanization, geo-political interests, and violence
produces and reproduces Beirut's geographies of the sectarian order. The paper argues that Beirut's sectarian geographies
are constantly being negotiated and reconfigured re-defining in turn what “sectarianism” comes to mean at each historical
moment. The paper raises the question of whether we can locate hope for an alternative urban politics in contested Middle
Eastern cities in these ephemeral, continuously changing spatial constructions of sectarian differences.
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Can the Suburban Speak? Social Inequality and the Specter of Radical Islam in Morocco

This paper looks at social inequality in Morocco and aims to show how the spectre of radical Islam persistently haunts this
North African society in the era of neoliberal globalisation. This argument will be demonstrated through a close analysis of
Laila Marrakchi's Marock (2005), one of the most popular and controversial films to come out of Morocco in recent years.
Based on an episode of the director’s personal life, the film is a dramatisation of social inequality in Casablanca's upper-class
suburbs in the late 1990s. Upon its release in 2006, Marock was attacked by the country's main Islamist party. The film went
on to attract record audience numbers. The political controversy about Marock diverted the debate away from the real
questions raised by Marrakchi. The film depicts existential insecurity among upper-class youth isolated by wealth and its
idioms in gated communities in the suburbs. It also, even though quite inadvertently, unveils the spectral resistance of the
masses dispossessed by neoliberal globalisation in Morocco since the 1980s. | want to argue that the inherent contradictions
and ethical paradoxes of global capital create fissures in the film’'s representational edifice, ultimately leading to its collapse.
Integral to Marock's problem as a postcolonial film is the difficulty—if not impossibility—of speaking ethically from the victor’s
position in a neoliberal society. | will read the film against its own grain to unveil some of its unintended strengths as a social
text and its problematic cognitive mapping of social inequality in a postcolonial society under globalisation. The paper
concludes with a discussion of how the spectre of the Other, the urban poor, haunts Marock through the figure of radical
Islam.
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Remaking Religion: Minority Claims Against the Egyptian State

Observers suggest that religious minorities in the Middle East and North Africa are facing greater risk of persecution and
displacement, and yet there is little understanding of the legal conditions that shape their precarious existence in the region.
At the same time, few scholars inquire into the claim making practices of individuals who do not fit neatly into state-
authorized religious categories. This paper considers the unintended effects of the Ottoman millet system on citizen-state
relations in twentieth and twenty-first century Egypt. It also addresses how extremely marginalized religious minorities in the
contemporary period use the law to circumvent official religious discrimination. By investigating the ways in which Egyptian
Bahd'is, Muslim converts to Coptic Orthodoxy (mutanaserdn), and Coptic reconverts (‘a’iddn Ii al-misihiyya) advance legal
claims against the state, | argue that vulnerable religious populations formulate their religious identities through their
interactions with the state bureaucracy and the administrative judiciary. 1 show how in so doing, members of these
communities also actively remake the conditions for political membership.

My methodology consists of historical evidence, content analysis of legal documents, and ethnographic data. The paper is
based on participant observation, semi-structured and open-ended interviews, and legal and administrative texts collected
over twelve months of field research in Cairo, Egypt between 2012 and 2014. These include administrative court cases, legal
correspondence between litigating attorneys and the administrative judiciary, and petitioners’ written testimonies. The
interviews were conducted with attorneys and legal practitioners, as well as Bahd'is, Muslim converts, and Coptic reconverts.
I also observed attorneys’ interactions with clients, as | accompanied them to government meetings.

Catherine Orsborn ) U 9aw 91 G ils
University of Denver, USA &S50Vl daiodl WLVl (855 deol>

When Building Bridges is not Enough: Inequality as a Barrier to, and Catalyst for Inter-religious Engagement
in Lebanon

This paper expands on a large, 2-year research study conducted through the University of Denver on “Religion and Social
Cohesion in Conflict-Affected Societies.” The study examined programming aimed at building social cohesion in 7 conflict-
affected countries. The principal questions under examination in this study were: 1) How do international development
actors seek to promote, directly and indirectly, social cohesion in conflict-affected countries? And 2) Under what conditions
do externally sponsored initiatives lay the foundation for social cohesion in deeply divided societies, and under what
conditions do they reinforce or even catalyze social divisions that negatively affect peacebuilding and development
objectives? The field research involved interviews with approximately 50 leaders from religious organizations, civil society,
political groups, local NGOs, and international organizations, utilizing a detailed assessment framework to measure how
international and local interventions impacted social cohesion in the Lebanese context. The research focused on both the
horizontal (across society) and vertical (state-society) dimensions of social cohesion, as well as the direct and indirect
aspects, with special attention on how religion factored into peacebuilding programs.*

This paper uses the Lebanon data as a launch point to analyze the theory and impact of explicitly “inter-religious” initiatives
on social cohesion in Lebanon. The research found that, while the majority of programs do not explicitly invoke religion, the
programs that do assert that increasing a national understanding of and commitment to religious pluralism is critical for
achieving bridging (rather than bonding) social cohesion in Lebanon. However, this raises critical questions around how to
engage religion in a way that is 1) relevant to the social conflicts at hand, because of the way in which religion is intertwined
with other identity factors, and 2) deals with the root causes of divisive social identities, which scholars of Lebanon know
have not always been religio-political in the way that they are today.

A major challenge that organizations face in utilizing religious identity to aid in building social cohesion is their inability to
make substantive changes to the underlying inequalities in Lebanese society. Certain efforts aimed at building positive
relations across religious or sectarian lines obscure inequalities by shifting the focus from sectarian identity politics to
religious difference. If the issue is seen as one of religious disagreement, then the solution is assumed to be dialogues and
other methods of helping people to see their commonalities. While these are important for building relationships among
small groups of people, their impact is limited when they are not challenging the underlying structures maintaining the status
quo. However, the study shows that initiatives aimed at dealing directly with inequalities that stretch across sectarian divides
contribute to building social cohesion in Lebanon. This supports the assertion that religious engagement in peacebuilding
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must /ndirectly draw upon divided identity groups to engage on a common goal, rather than exacerbating religious tensions
by reifying religious identities in post-conflict peacebuilding processes.

! br. Marie Joelle Zahar, Univeristy of Montreal, and Joy Aoun, Center for Strategic and International Studies, conducted the Lebanon field
research for this project.
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The panel “The Nation and Symbolic Imagination of Gender and Class” explores the representation of gender and class
within the legal and socio-political framework of the nation. The paper “Nationalizing’ Gender in Egypt” analyzes the
localized perception of the body and of gender in post-Arab Spring Egypt. It further examines the prevailing political culture
in Egypt against the harassment and in favor of nationalistic, paternalistic paradigms of “protection” over women in Egypt.
“Political Elites and their Role in Shaping ‘Nationalism™ examines the shifting meaning and role of political elites in post-Arab
Spring Egypt in shaping the ethical, moral, and social landscape and how they contribute to reformulating relations between
the citizen, state and the nation in revolutionary and post-revolutionary times. The last paper entitled “Cartoons and Social
Movements in Algeria” explores the representation of social and political changes occurring in Algeria in the media, and how
they are characterized through the sarcasm of cartoons, particularly those depicting gender, class and Islamisms.
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Pratiques de « résistance » dans les malls géants de Rabat : inégalités et accessibilité d’'un espace sélectif

La contribution porte sur les pratiques d'accessibilité et les formes d'utilisation sociale des malls géants qui sont multipliés
depuis quelques années a Rabat et particulierement dans ses marges urbaines.

Elle se focalise sur le rapport qu'entretiennent des catégories sociales a faible pouvoir d’achat (familles modestes, groupes
de jeunes, etc.), issues principalement des quartiers périphériques de Rabat, avec ces lieux importés, marchands et trés
sélectifs. Sur la base d'observations réguliéres de la fréquentation et des pratiques sociales et spatiales qui se déploient dans
ces malls ainsi que la réalisation d’entretiens auprés d’'un échantillon de leurs usagers, la contribution met en lumiéere les
formes de résistance et de contournement gu'adoptent certains profils sociaux pour détourner leurs normes d’'usage ainsi
que les barrieres physiques et symboliques imposées par leurs gestionnaires. Elle montre comment ces groupes parviennent,
a travers un ensemble « d'arts de faire », de transformer un espace de contrainte a un véritable lieu « ressource »
répondant a leurs besoins de socialisation et d’accés a une nouvelle urbanité.

Mais au-dela de ces pratiques de contournement, la contribution montre la présence d'autres formes de résistance qui
prennent la forme de mobilisations contestataires faites par des associations culturelles contre ces espaces percus souvent
comme des « menaces » par rapport aux valeurs culturelles et religieuses locales.

El-Djounid Hadjidj Qux> il
University of Oran 2, Algeria »hi=dl (2 Uleg asol>

La ville inégalitaire : L’espace miroir des différences sociales en Algérie

En Algérie I'image de la ville a toujours été associée a des avantages et privileges réels ou supposés, qui ont incité les ruraux
déracinés a quitter la campagne, accélérant par la méme le processus de dépaysannisation. lls ne convergeaient en ville que
sous l'effet de son attrait de ce qu’elle offre comme valeurs ou modeéles, l'aisance du mode de vie citadine : les loisirs, les
divertissements, le prestige, la culture, la modernité. Ces visions vont imprégner les comportements et marquer I'imagination
des premiéres générations prétes a l'immigration. D’ailleurs on a trés souvent insisté sur le réle des nouvelles valeurs
culturelles occidentales et sur l'attraction exercée par les nouveaux types de consommation urbaine diffusée largement par
les mass-médias, et qui ont fagconné progressivement et durablement les représentations, les comportements et les
jugements des ruraux.

Il est certain que pour les plus déshérités des ruraux, la ville est pensée, instinctivement, comme un moyen de promotion,
de réussite sociale et humaine, elle est porteuse d'opportunités professionnelles, un revenu important et permanent, de
meilleures conditions de logement, de prise en charge médicale, d’école pour leurs enfants...

Il est vrai que dans 'imaginaire campagnard, la mobilité géographique est la situation idéale pour satisfaire a la fois un désir,
un besoin, une aspiration a une mobilité sociale synonyme de promotion et d'aisance sociale. Ces derniers pensent,
légitimement, pouvoir accéder aux avantages certains, tant désirés et convoités qu'offre la ville, cependant I'accession a ces
privileges s'avére non seulement difficile mais surtout trés sélective, pour les nouveaux arrivants qui sont mis ainsi en
situation de marginalité sociale.

Paradoxalement I'image idéale de la ville, les réves et les espoirs que des ruraux construisent depuis leurs douars,
s'estompent rapidement, ces derniers s'apercoivent dés lors que leurs aspirations les plus folles (travail, revenu stable,
logement décent, couverture sanitaire...) n'ont finalement guére de chances de prendre forme dans les termes ou ils avaient
initialement congu leur arrivée dans la cité en réalité fortement hiérarchisée, inégalitaire, conflictuelle. Les déracinés
découvrent un monde urbain désenchanté, fait de frustrations et de désirs interdits : la désillusion est souvent cruelle d'une
ville qui n'assure plus I'aisance matérielle et le confort de I'existence pour tous.

L'objet de cette communication s'attachera, a partir de données qualitatives collectées lors de nos propres recherches faites
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sur le terrain de la ville d’Oran, a décrire et analyser les principaux changements socio-économiques subis et vécus par le
néo-citadin dans sa quéte d'insertion, d’intégration et d’adaptation a la ville fragmentée et ségrégée, gagnée de plus en plus
par la montée des inégalités, la pauvreté, I'exclusion, la violence.
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Assembling Power Networks: The Materialities of Inequality and Dispossession in Palestine

To understand inequality and dispossession one needs to consider its material and concrete forms; for these conditions are
largely the results of abstract and universal processes of capitalism and/or colonialism but also a product of the profoundly
material forms these power relations and forces adopt in particular settings. Departing from this premise, this paper takes
electricity infrastructure as a lens into how these networks advance and sustain segregation, dependency and inequality in
Palestine. More specifically, it investigates the spatial configurations and path-dependency logics underpinning the
development and governance of these networks. The interest here is not so much in electricity per se but rather the
entangled nature of settler colonialism and neoliberal development — their shared genealogy and how this relationship is
being contested.

Drawing on extensive fieldwork, archival material, interviews, and development reports in Palestine, the paper begins laying
out a theoretical discussion about electrification, the spatialities of settler colonialism and processes of capitalist
accumulation. Secondly, it locates the foundations of today’s inequalities and dependency in the British mandate period, and
more specifically on the decades following the 1967 occupation. In doing so, the paper explores the genealogy of
electrification and the infrastructural development policies that define it. Thirdly, it looks at the ways in which the World
Bank-led electricity reform is operationalized and rationalized in the post-Oslo era. This illustrates how the ongoing neoliberal
reform is taking root with negligible consideration to the embedded inequalities that have characterized the electricity
landscape since the early days of Zionism. The paper concludes in highlighting how a close look at the materialities of
electricity infrastructures provides a powerful site to explore how processes of colonial fragmentation, socio-economic
inequality and dependency are produced and contested, as well as how they can become sites of negotiation, tension and
struggle.
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The Egyptian Labor Movement and the Political Transformation Process

Introduction: Since 2006 Egypt has experienced the “longest and strongest wave of workers protest since the end of
World War 11". This wave was partly a response to the growing aggressive adoption of neoliberal economic reforms by the
government of Ahmed Nazif (2004—2011) whose promotion of economic growth at the expense of social justice resulted in
vast social inequality. Without being at the forefront of a pro-democracy movement, the Egyptian labor movement played a
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decisive role in bringing down the authoritarian regime. The mobilization of workers from 8 February served a tipping point
in the Egyptian uprising on 25 January 2011. As things were getting back almost to the normal on the 7th & 8th of February
when demonstrations decreased and masses began to leave “7ahrir square’ in Cairo, workers across many sectors began to
strike, refusing to work until their rights were duly recognized. This dynamics left the economy paralyzed, along with the
main State facilities, evolving thereby into a civil disobedience scene. With these protests increasing in numbers and
spreading geographically, the political scene fully changed therefore in favor of the revolution. From what preceded, it is
obvious that the Egyptian labor movement’s contentious dynamics influenced the political scene before and during the
uprising of 25 January 2011. Nevertheless, the labor/trade union movement appeared in the aftermath of the uprising as
unable to influence the political process in a way that reflects either its organizational or socio-economic interests.

Research objective: Hence, we propose in this paper to emphasize:

(1) the dynamics of the trade union movement’'s contentious struggles during the course of the transformation process in
Egypt, as well as

(2) the impact of those dynamics on its capacity to either influence the political process or achieve its own interests.

Methodology: For our analysis, we will rely mainly on semi-structured interviews with labour leaders, labour activists,
political parties’ leaders, governmental officials, journalists working on the labour movement, as well as political activists.
Moreover, qualitative content analysis of party platforms, government statements, parliamentary debates, official documents
of labor organizations and social movements and newspapers’ data will be our second tool to gather the required
information.

Outline: Thus, we plan to divide this paper into four sections emphasizing the following points:

(1) The postcolonial state-labor relations and the constraints they put on both the former and the later choices and mode of
actions,

(2) The struggle over the rules of representation that emerged in the aftermath of the 25 January uprising and the power
struggle it reflects,

(3) The structural weakness of the labor movement and its influence on its capacity to push for socio-political change,

(4) The ambiguous relation between the trade union movement and the political organizations, and its impact on the former
capacity to influence the political process.
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The panel “Reconstructing the Publics: Youth and Nationalism in Egypt” identifies factors that shape and construct the
“public” in Egypt, while analyzing youth mobilizations, agendas, and political identities around nationalism. The first paper on
this panel entitled “The Tamarrod Movement: Nasserism as Seen by its Actors” explores the ‘Tamarrod’ Movement in Egypt
at the intersection of three paradigms of nationalism: the resistant street, the strong man, and the social-justice agenda.
The second paper, “National Discourse, the Body and Protest Movements in Egypt” explores how protest movements
challenged state discourses about nationalism through the deployment of the body in public space as symbols for
reconfigured imaginations of national being. “Challenging the Naturalized Paradigms of Political Development: The Case of
the National Association for Change in Egypt” analyzes the formation and mobilization practices of the National Association
for Change as a challenge to naturalized paradigms of “political development,” that posit a prescribed path for political
change. Lastly, “Youth and Education Reform in Relation to Egyptian Nationalism” offers a discourse analysis of the concept
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of “nationalism” in the ‘New Egypt’ as portrayed by state officials and through the media in relation to youth protagonism
around issues of education reform and student movements for educational rights and access.
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With the Arab region increasingly engulfed in political and military violence, as well as (in some cases) a deepening of state
control and surveillance, the question of why and how to engage in social science research, especially field-based data
collection, becomes an issue that raises pragmatic, epistemological, political, and ethical conundrums. This roundtable aims
at enabling a discussion to explore these issues from different locations in the region and to suggest concrete activities and
meetings that the ACSS could organize in the future concerning these issues.

1. Practical issue of doing research in crisis situations: state surveillance and repression; sources of and access to
information; extent of research subjects’ cooperation and willingness to talk in the face of risks of disclosure of
identity; dangers to the researcher in the field in contexts of violence.

2. How much of social science research is predicated on the assumption of stability? How are researchers able to deal
with fluid situations, and ones that appear to challenge received wisdom about the field?

3. The researcher as journalist/blogger and the issue of ethics; the imperative to document events in the field even in
the absence of a research strategy and analytic depth; the haphazardness of interviewing.

4. Power relations in the field: issues of research funding and commissioned research; the institutional/global location
of the researcher; the role of the “native informant” in the research process.

5. Intellectual and political challenges in research: how do hegemonic and prevailing conceptualizations of a “conflict”
determine how the research is conceived and framed and what research questions are asked, particularly in light of
the colonial and imperial realities in the region?
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The Transnationalization of Families in an Unequal World

The proposed paper is embedded in the body of literature on “transnationalization” and explores how this notion overlaps
with globalization, migration, and families (Baldassar and Merla 2014; Kerney 2014; Trask 2010). The paper analyses
families on both ends of the migration spectrum: sending/receiving, have and have-nots. The research considers migrant
domestic workers as agencies of family care and accommodation of structural changes resulting from the uprooting effects
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of capitalism, globalization, and the fast economic changes particularly in the Gulf region.

The Gulf, one of the most attractive regions in the world today for migrant labor, is witnessing many transformations taking
place inside Gulf families. To be more specific, this paper takes the example of UAE families to show how they were
transformed within as a result of decades of import of migrant domestic workers from many poor regions of the world, and
mostly from South and South-East Asia.

The paper explains how global economic change had eased the migration of domestic workers from South Asia, whereby
they had to leave their homes and direct families and children behind to care for other families on the receiving end. Migrant
domestic workers who moved to the Gulf region to care for theses families, and more specifically in this case the UAE
families, had to rely on their extended family members to care for their own family. On the other receiving end (the
Gulf/UAE), the migrant domestic workers came to play a role of facilitator of the shift of the UAE families from the previously
living in a total extended family arrangement to a currently closely nuclear family arrangement.

The paper uses many previously collected materials on the topic, in addition to a recent survey of the 240 UAE families
randomly selected from the city of Dubai, the most globalized city model in the region. Thus | address how the current
phenomenon of migration is creating two types of “transnational families”: one studied by most literature of migration when
they speak of migrant workers families; the other is my unique contribution to the literature on UAE family as
“transnationalized within”—an original concept to mean the UAE families became spheres of transnationalization by hosting
“migrants” from diverse nationalities, transforming their lives to “global within”.
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Framed Poverty: World Bank and the Academic Debate in the Arab World

This paper seeks to identify and analyze the social influences and forces behind the knowledge produced and disseminated
in the form of academic journal articles on the topic of poverty/social inequality in the Arab World and the observed trends
thereof. Although the knowledge production process will not be studied in its making, certain features and elements of the
final body of knowledge (the articles) will be taken as telling indicators of the process in hindsight. These will be the basis of
three kinds of analyses that will be carried out for 201 articles in Arabic, English and French: content analysis, authorship
analysis, and citation analysis. In content analysis, we will scrutinize the poverty/social inequality concepts used, the
methodologies applied, the use of theory including theoretical frameworks of the studies, the prevailing political and
epistemological paradigms, the structure of the articles, and the types of articles (critique, essay, fieldwork). In authorship
analysis, we will survey the sociological markers pertaining to the authors and institutions producing the articles. In citation
analysis, we will analyze the characteristics and trends of the references. We will conclude that there is a major role that the
World Bank and its experts are playing in framing the debate of poverty, especially in English and French, and less in Arabic.
This debate is rather disconnected from the reflection on social inequality.
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Shrinking Frontiers of Citizenship in Post-Secession Sudan

The problem of unequal citizenship has been at the heart of political instability in Sudan since 1956. It is the inequality in
citizenship that led to the first civil war (1955-1972), the second civil war (1983-2005), Darfur crisis and eventually to the
secession of South Sudan in July 2011. The citizenship challenge which Sudan has been facing is part and parcel of the
identity crisis that has not been settled in Sudan hitherto.

Sudan is characterized by multiple diversities; in religion, livelihood systems, and ethnicity. The country has been torn
between Arab and African belonging; its dominant elite wanted it to be appended to something Arabic and Islamic, while the
less peripheral privileged want it to be part of an African world. The country failed to belong meaningfully to either of these
blocs, and its ruling elite failed to manage diversity. It is the failure to manage this diversity that led to a troubled and
unequal citizenship, where some people are more "equal” than others when it comes to enjoying citizenship rights. While the
failure to manage diversity led to secession of South Sudan, the political elite failed to draw lessons from this and are apt to
adopt the same "unity in conformity" perspective, by looking at what remained of old Sudan as a homogeneous entity, thus
continuing the same mistakes that led to the secession of South Sudan.

In essence, instead of expanding citizenship, post secession Sudan is witnessing the shrinking of citizenship frontiers. The
main argument of the paper is that enforcing unity through conformity disenfranchises people and compromises their
citizenship rights. Furthermore, | argue that there is stratification when it comes to how people access citizenship rights.
Where one comes from determines how easy, or difficult, to get identity papers and access rights. The voices that come out
in the paper clearly show this. More generally, the paper explores and explains troubled citizenship in light of the secession
of South Sudan. The secession of South Sudan did not result in a homogenous North; it rather created new victims and
exposed otherwise hidden citizenship problems, as war raged in the Nuba Mountains and the Blue Nile in less than one year
after the secession. The paper is based on fieldwork done in Khartoum, Sudan’s capital, in 2010 and 2011, mainly using
qualitative interviews. The paper also builds on an earlier work (Assal 2011) on nationality and citizenship in Sudan.

Sami Ofeish and Noura Assaf Olwe |)9i9 pimas wolw
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Citizenship, Discrimination, and Lebanon's Center/Peripheries Divide

Since Lebanon’s creation under French Mandate in 1920 and its independence in 1943, the interests of the French colonial
power/dominant elite culminated in weakening agriculture and industry and ascendance of services sector. Together with
the discriminatory effects of the politically-based sectarian system, this fostered a growing gap between the country’s
peripheries and its center to the latter's advantage. The proposed contribution aims to address continued discrimination in
this context by addressing the following hypothesis: The Lebanese political system is discriminatory towards citizens and
social groups in the country in terms of their citizenship rights on a center vs. peripheries basis, hence fostering social
inequality and hindering the emergence of a democratic citizenry.

Our view is that this ongoing discrimination is problematic (in light of the call for administrative decentralization - unequal to
arguments of federalism in the Lebanese context - outlined in the 1989 Document of National Reconciliation) and deserves
attention as this topic touches cross-sectionally on two crucial themes of the conference: Policies and politics of
inequalities as well as spatial inequalities. This topic is barely examined on a scientific basis enlightened by
citizenship and discrimination theories.

Three distinct indicators will serve as tools for the qualitative and quantitative measurement of citizenship discrimination
between the two regions: 1. The respective numbers of administrative services in both areas as well as the rank of their
importance. 2. The nature of state services and the extent to which their nonexistant and/or insufficient provision in the
peripheries is impacting on social inequality. 3. The increasing poverty and unemployment in the peripheries substantially
caused by continuous state’s negligence.

Although the sectarian system is discriminatory, it is insufficient to comprehensively address all kinds of discrimination in
Lebanon; new approaches are strongly needed. Conceptualizations of citizenship that fail to take into account existing social
diversity result in theoretical and practical social exclusion and social inequality. The proposed contribution falls within the
theoretical debate on the desirability of the application of the concept of inclusive citizenship in societies. Bryan Turner’s
theory and identification of two variables for the realization of citizenship rights are useful here: First, whether citizenship is
passive (developed from above) or active (developed from below) in nature; Second, the nature of the relationship between
the public and the private arenas within civil society. An active public citizenry (Turner, 2012) acts as an inclusive citizenship
that can lessen discrimination and social inequalities. Efforts to develop citizenship should be pursued actively from below
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and should extend to the public area. Passive and private efforts have not been fruitful so far.

Prospects for enhancing social equality on that basis are mainly associated with adjusting state policies aimed at dissolving
the center-periphery gap, including the introduction of administrative decentralization. This in turn should be associated with
the state’s recognition and reinforcement of citizenship rights based on inclusiveness and social equality.

Charles Harb and Rim Saab GO P19 > J,Lw
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Perceived Inequalities, Readiness to Resist Inequalities, and their Predictors among Lebanese Nationals and
Syrian Refugees in Bekaa and Akkar

The influx of over a million Syrian refugees has severely strained the socio-economic fabric and infrastructure of Lebanon,
especially as most refugees settled in the most economically disadvantaged areas of the country, such as the Bekaa and
Akkar, where they face very poor living conditions. Many refugees also compete with host communities for jobs, resulting in
increases in unemployment, and the prices of rent, goods and services. Within this context of rising inequalities, tensions
between Syrian refugees and Lebanese nationals have been rising.

The present paper presents results from a survey that assesses social cohesion between the two communities in three areas:
Bekaa (mainly Zahle district), coastal Akkar and Wadi Khaled (inland Akkar). The study recruited 600 Lebanese residents and
600 Syrian refugees (including Syrians living in informal tented settlements) using a proportional random sampling technique
from 16 locations. We examined an array of socio-political indicators to assess perceptions of inequality and readiness to
resist inequalities. In particular, we measured perceptions of threat from the outgroup to the economic livelihood, value
system, safety and status/honor of the ingroup. We also measured perceptions of corruption among various powerful local
actors (e.g. business and land owners, municipality officials, international aid organisations).

Furthermore, we measured intentions to engage in nonviolent collective action targeting the outgroup, Lebanese authorities,
and international aid organizations, as well as support for violent collective action against the same targets. Additionally, we
measured Lebanese nationals’ support for discriminatory policies against Syrian refugees. We report 1) how Syrians and
Lebanese differ across locations in perceived inequalities and willingness to resist these inequalities, and 2) predictors of
willingness to resist inequalities. We discuss implications for community interventions.

Mohamed Fahmy Menza | pia0 (S\0p9 Aoxo
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Citizenship in the New Egypt: Experiences of Sociopolitical Transformation

Social movements that spearheaded and actively participated in the January 25th and June 30th waves of uprisings have
catapulted the demands to reestablish ‘citizenship’ as one of the main foundations of a new social contract that aimed at
redefining state-society relations in the new Egypt. Meanwhile, the concept of citizenship has been increasingly featured in
the discourse and practice of a wide variety of development initiatives and interventions over the past decade or so.

Egypt's experiences with the modern nation-state project has gone through various phases of ebb and flow since the
beginning of the 20th century when it comes to the conceptualization of citizenship and its priority as a political commitment
on the part of the state. The concept of citizenship as such has faced a plethora of challenges and has been affected by the
socioeconomic and political trajectories of state-society relations during the Nasser, Sadat and, most recently, Mubarak
regime. Dilemmas of geographical disparities and uneven access to resources and services in addition to issues of
discrimination against ethnic and religious minorities (Copts, Nubians, Bedouins, etc.), or on the basis of gender, are among
the main accompanying features of the neoliberal order that was first introduced and then consolidated by Sadat’s Open
Door and then Mubarak’s state-withdrawal policies, respectively. To what extent were these grievances reflected in the
demands of the social movements before and after Mubarak’s downfall? And has there been any overlap between the social
movements and political parties that called for citizenship as a main national priority and, if so, how?

And what is the role of the Egyptian civil society vis-a-vis the state in the process of conceptualizing and/or practicing

citizenship in the new Egypt? The proposed paper aims at shedding some light on such research questions with an emphasis
on the sociopolitical and economic transformations taking place post January 25.
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“0, Patient, Our Strike Is for You!” Egyptian Doctors’ Fight for Better Health: A Sisyphean Battle?

Since the beginning of the Egyptian uprising in January 2011, and in light of the rising social and political aspirations for
“human dignity and social justice,” groups of Egyptian doctors have intensified their fight to reform the health system and to
guarantee quality healthcare to all Egyptians, and have since become the champions of the cause to improve health and
address health inequities in Egypt.

The paper starts by problematizing the nature of this mobilization, and reflects on the extent to which the fight for reforming
healthcare in Egypt has been formulated as a fight against inequalities/inequities, as opposed to one for guaranteeing
human dignity, attaining social justice, fulfilling a human right to health or even stemming corruption and achieving
efficiency. Surely, health inequities exist in Egypt, as the epidemiological outcome of differential access to healthcare, both in
quantity and in quality, which is in turn the result of the differential enjoyment of other social determinants of health, and as
the corollary of wider socioeconomic inequalities. The paper argues that health inequities in Egypt are the outcome of a
complex web of authoritarian politics, crony capitalism, corruption, global economic exploitation, healthcare worker “brain
drain,” and domestic injustices. However, as the paper maintains, the dearth of epidemiological studies documenting
inequitable health outcomes across geographical, gender and class lines has prevented the fight for health in Egypt from
being, first and foremost, conceived of as a fight against inequality, and has favored other frameworks of resistance, such as
those of fighting for human dignity, social justice or a right to health.

Relying on interviews with multiple doctors and a variety of statements, press releases and news reports, the paper focuses
on the mobilization of several groups of Egyptian doctors and their efforts, in different capacities, to reform the health
system in Egypt, analyzing the relative successes and failures of their actions. Some of the groups examined include the
board of the Egyptian Medical Syndicate, “Doctors Without Rights,” The Committee on the Right to Health, as well as public
campaigns such as “What is More Important than Egyptians’ Health?,” NGOs such as “Tahrir Doctors” and The Association
for Health and Environmental Development, and charitable organizations such as “Mercy Doctors.” The paper proposes the
notion of the “organic doctor,” along the lines of Gramsci's “organic intellectual,” to examine and understand these doctors’
mobilization, not as impartial caregivers, but very often as citizens with grievances themselves who see in their fight for the
interests of “the people,” an accomplishment of their socio-professional vocation and a realization of their personal and
professional value systems. A paradox that the paper highlights is how the doctors’ mobilization for health reform is
simultaneously undercut by their capacity as service providers, as opposed to stakeholders, and legitimized by their expertise
and insider status. The paper concludes that unless stakeholders, viz. patients and ordinary citizens, are included, the fight
to reform the Egyptian health system will bear little fruit.

Ezzeddine Saidi Shasad| Al je
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Addressing Social and Economic Disparities in Educational Planning and Policy

The paper argues that educational policies in some Arab countries seem ineffective in combating social inequalities and
economic gaps at the local and regional levels. It is an attempt to explore the extent to which Arab educational policies
reflect the social and economic needs of local communities and the changes that should be brought to these policies to make
education at the service of social equality and sustainable economic development.

The first part of the paper highlights a common mismatch between theory and practice that characterizes most educational
policies in the Arab world, with a special focus on Tunisia. The mismatch lies between the long-term objectives set in
different types of curricula across the region and the real content being delivered to students. Most Arab educational policies
claim to be at the service of sustainable development and social equality but course content and teaching pedagogy do not
seem to support this objective. The case of Tunisia will serve as a telling example on the failure of educational policies in
addressing those local, social and economic needs, a failure that resulted in a massive social uprising in 2010-2011.
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The second part, on the other hand, stresses the need to make educational policies in Arab countries benefit from more
recent theories that call for making education at the service of local needs (Cf. theories on education for social change and
decentralized decision-making in schools). These new paradigms do not support the common view that is widely adopted in
most Arab countries and that claims to encompass different needs of local communities into common National plans. This
policy has failed to raise awareness among young generations about the immediate social and economic needs of their
communities and has never made education at the service of local development.

In the last part, the paper tries to offer an objective diagnosis of the major changes that should be introduced to Arab
educational policies to make education at the service of economic development and social equality. It draws on successful
experiences from outside the Arab region and lists recommendations on how to make educational planning and policy a
more effective tool in combating these economic and social disparities.
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As part of the Arab Council of Social Science’s inaugural research project, “Producing the Public,” this double-roundtable
explores the concepts of the publics, space and participation that are the main focus of the “Participation” and “Space”
Working Groups. The “Participation” Working Group, which explores the question of “Who are the People?” seeks to bridge
the gaps between hope and despair by understanding actors outside academia as social theorists and by placing various
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kinds of social theorists in conversation.

The basis for this work is a focus on the histories, experiences, representations, and potentialities of collective action and
their relationship to shaping and experiencing various sorts of publics. Such a focus challenges the confines of “civil
society,” and its purported lack in the Arab world, to more rigorously engage how collective action shapes and envisions the
public and the idea of the "people.” In critically engaging the very idea of the people, both through and against state power,
intellectual hierarchies, and national movements, this working group rethinks notions and practices of popular sovereignty.
The “Space” Working Group, which explores the concepts of space, bodies and urbanisms will be presenting its published
special issue of "The Cairo Observer" which aims to bring together Arab city-makers, community activists, and scholars from
across the humanistic social sciences in order to identify and interpret new actors, concepts, modes of power, and
apparatuses of exclusion that undergird this era of urban change in the Arab World.

Paul Amar: Youth Popular Embodiments and Public Morality Parallel and

in Libya and Egypt

Lina Attalah: Online Spaces:
Realities

Intersecting

Pascale Ghazaleh: The Common Weal:
National Resources in the Nineteenth Century

Omar Dahi: Civil Conflict in Syria: Fragmented Refugee
Publics and the Political Economy of Survival

Constituting

Mona Damluji:
Education City: Futurity,
Publics in Qatar

Emerging Socio-Spatial Networks in
Liberalization, and New Urban

Hoda Elsadda: Neoliberalism in Higher Education in Egypt:
Histories, Contestation, and Visions for the Future

Yasser Munif: The Geographies of Bread and Violence in
Adnan Husnein: Poetics of Informality in Laboring New Northern Syria

Libya: Spaces of Struggle, Inclusion, and Dialogue
Mohamed El-Shahed: Besieged Publics in the Shadow of a

Mega Project: The Manufacture of Urban Uncertainty in Port
Said

Roundtable: Arabia-Asia

(Co-organized with the InterAsia Consortium)
Moderator: Engseng Ho (Duke University)

Discussants: Raja Adal (University of Cincinnati), Miriyam
Aouragh (University of Westminster) and Paula Chakravartty
(New York University), Darryl Li (Yale University)
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While the Middle East is often thought of in relation to the West, with its history of colonialism and wars, the former has
always maintained relations with areas to the East — Asia. Thought of as Arabia or West Asia, it becomes easier to imagine
the Middle East/Arabia/West Asia in relation to East, South, and Southeast Asia. The Silk Routes, which connected Arabia
and Asia, were in decline in the colonial period. But today, with the rise of a dynamic Asia, it is becoming clear that relations
between Arabia and Asia were never severed, and indeed are returning with vigor, if in new ways. The past few years have
seen a major commercial reorientation: trade amongst Asian countries now exceeds trade between Asia and the West. Asian
countries are “rediscovering” each other, both through old links in religion, trade, kinship, and new ones of export, tourism,
education, diplomacy. Arabs need to know Asia, in order to understand how they can fit into this old yet dynamic and large
new scene. Doing this will entail rethinking or discarding habits of mind they have become accustomed to, in relating to the
dominant powers of the past century, America and Europe.

This roundtable brings together scholars working on Arabia-Asia relations in different fields: in technologies of writing,
electronic media, and military labor. These relations exist not in a vacuum, but within existing fields of imperial power that
are worldwide.

Empires, as large-scale social organizations, are elaborate systems of communication. The media they employ define and
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delimit them in many ways, as Harold Innis demonstrated decades ago. Heavy clay tablets and stone steles stake their
claims to a place for a long time, while lighter papyrus, parchment and paper enable empires to extend their reach, as the
Egyptians, Romans, Muslims and Chinese discovered. The forms of writing inscribed on these media provide opportunities
for imperial powers to represent themselves to themselves, to their peers, and to their subject peoples. Carving, scribal
writing, typewriting and print possess specific qualities and representational possibilities. They have their uses whether one
wishes to emphasize hierarchy or democracy, an aesthetic flourish or a precise statement. Raja Adal compares their use
across the Ottoman and Japanese Meiji empires, and postcolonial Lebanon, to surprising effect.

Electronic media have added further dimensions, making the world an aural echo chamber dubbed the "global village" by
Innis's successor, Marshall McLuhan. With the recent combination of microphones and cameras to the internet, and on
mobile bodies, every person, it seems, can be his or her own publisher, or center of worldwide attention, if for a moment.
While all roads led to the imperial hub of Rome, this explosion of virtual hubs gives the individual a corresponding power to
reach out to the world. This ‘empowerment’ of the individual then is celebrated as the spread of democratic opportunity,
when repressed peoples are able to represent themselves in the media even if their governments do not represent them in
the halls of power. Indeed, that democracy of media representation has now gone beyond authoritarian politics, wielded by
militants at war with imperial powers, in a vicious cycle pinballing between videocams and airborne bombs. Through the lens
of media infrastructures, Miriyam Aouragh and Paula Chakravartty guide us through a global media village that has been at
war for fourteen years across West and East Asia.

Not all violence, power or politics is represented, however. Even as militants flaunt their victories on the internet, states
continue the work of expanding, controlling, protecting and destroying in invisible, unannounced and covert ways. This is
true of the security architecture of the Persian Gulf, Iraq and Afghanistan, be it South Asian guards, soldiers, mercenaries
and police serving in the petro-states, or civilians from elsewhere in Asia as well, inducted into US military bases in the
region. These arrangements are at odds with the prevailing norms of citizen-soldiers, and carry over from older imperial
practice, such as British use of Indian soldiers in the overseas empire. Such foreign security workers neither represent the
local citizenry, nor are they or their rights represented in the politics of the nations they serve. Darryl Li discusses his
research on Asian security labor in Arab lands.

This roundtable of scholars, drawn from the SSRC InterAsia program, discusses the visible and invisible ways in which media

and manpower spin together empires, their allies, subjects and opponents in dynamics of co-operation and violent
competition that bind Arabia and Asia in ways that are both old and new.
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Inégalités régionales et révolution : Réflexions autour du cas tunisien

L'interrogation porte sur les relations entre les inégalités régionales et les inégalités sociales. Les inégalités régionales sont-
elles uniquement liées a des inégalités sociales ou bien relevent-elles d’'un autre registre ? Comment naissent les deux types
d’inégalités ? Quelles en sont les similarités et quels recoupements établir entre les deux ordres de différenciation ?

En examinant le cas tunisien, nous essayerons de répondre a ces questions. Les inégalités régionales et sociales ayant été le
principal catalyseur du soulévement populaire contre I'ancien régime, elles continuent de structurer I'édifice social et
politique qui demeure fragile malgré les changements intervenus ces dernieres années (nouvelle Constitution, formation d'un
gouvernement de compétences nationales, « compromis historique » entre « modernistes » et « islamistes », récente
victoire électorale des sécularistes regroupés au sein de « Nida Tounes », etc.).
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Le corpus de I'étude sera basé sur des données quantitatives (recensements de la population, enquétes population et
emploi, statistiques des élections de 2011 et 2014) et sur des entretiens qualitatifs avec des experts du développement.
L'objectif est de parvenir a saisir les spécificités de la notion de région en relation avec la problématique de l'inégalité
sociale/spatiale et du développement local/national.

Les rapports entre pouvoir central et régions est au coeur de cette problématique dans la mesure ou ces rapports revoient a
une conception jacobine du pouvoir qui s'exerce dans un pays de la « périphérie » avec ce que cela suppose comme
marginalisation des régions de I'intérieur par rapport aux régions cotieres liées économiquement au « centre » mondial.

Penser les régions et les inégalités ne se limitera pas aux relations entre « centre » et « périphéries » mais abordera la
question de la mobilité sociale et spatiale avec les phénomeénes de I'exode rural et de I'atrophie des métropoles urbaines
elles-mémes, objets d'une différenciation et d’'une discrimination spatiale et sociale.

Culture et politique interagissent au sein de la dynamique des inégalités et du développement économique et social en
imposant I'orientation officielle qui est sans cesse remodelée en fonction des contraintes et des exigences locales. C'est pour
I'ensemble de ces raisons que I'étude tentera de reconstituer la complexité de la situation historique que vit actuellement la
Tunisie a travers du paradigme des inégalités sociales et spatiales ainsi que des interférences entre les sphéres de pouvoir et
les logiques de domination et de reproduction.

Au fond, il s’agit de savoir s'il existe une ou plusieurs « Tunisie », une ou plusieurs versions de I'Histoire du pays et dans
quelle mesure chaque imaginaire (national, régional, social) est porteur d'un type particulier d’'identité et de citoyenneté et,
par conséquent, d’'une relation spécifique du rapport entre Etat central, culture politique et société globale.
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Inégalités d’accés aux subventions et crédits agricoles et recompositions sociospatiales dans les espaces
ruraux tunisiens : cas de la région de Sidi Bouzid

La littérature sur les inégalités en milieu rural et agricole dans les sociétés arabes — et en particulier en Afrique du Nord —
abonde d'études analysant les disparités d'accés aux ressources productives comme la terre et I'eau [Ayeb et Ruf 2009 ;
Dahou et a/ 2014]. L'acces aux financements agricoles (subventions et crédits) est moins souvent au cceur des analyses.
Pourtant il détermine une grande part de I'activité agricole, en particulier pour les agriculteurs les moins pourvus en capital
financier. Il s'agit dans cette communication d'étudier ces dynamiques et la facon dont elles recomposent les territoires
ruraux, a partir du cas de la région de Sidi Bouzid, au centre de la Tunisie.

A la faveur du plan d'ajustement structurel mis en place en 1986, le gouvernement tunisien a élaboré en 1993 (et refondé
en 2014) un Code d'incitations aux investissements définissant les conditions d'attribution des aides et subventions publiques
aux producteurs. Ces incitations sont financiéres (primes, préts fonciers) et surtout fiscales. Le volume total des déductions
fiscales brutes en Tunisie est ainsi passé de 354 millions de DT en 2002 a 1 155 millions en 2011 [ECOPA 2012, cité par Ben
Rouine 2014]. 1l s’agit de voir dans quelle mesure cette hausse globale reflete la situation a échelle locale dans la région de
Sidi Bouzid — premier pdle d'investissements agricoles nationaux dans les années 2000, mais aussi pble de contestations
envers le régime de Ben Ali et les gouvernements de transition depuis fin 2010. De méme, le systeme bancaire tunisien,
modifié a la fin des années 1980, propose une palette de financements de l'activité agricole (crédits de campagne ou
d'investissement a moyen ou long terme), mais les entretiens réalisés récemment dans la région de Sidi Bouzid indiquent
que l'accés y est tres inégal et souvent considéré comme injuste. Il s’agit de comprendre quels acteurs (agriculteurs
paysans, investisseurs capitalistes), quels types d'activités et quels espaces sont favorisés ou marginalisés par la politique de
financement agricole aujourd’hui, et quelles en sont les conséquences socio-spatiales.

Cette communication se fonde essentiellement sur des entretiens réalisés dans le cadre de ma thése entre 2012 et 2014.
Dans un premier temps, elle sera focalisée sur la maniére dont ces inégalités d’'accés au financement agricole et leur
évolution sont produites, par la politique publique et par les individus qui la mettent en ceuvre.

Dans un second temps, j'analyserai les conséquences de ces inégalités sur l'activité agricole d'une part (différenciation des
exploitations, endettement et dépossession de certains agriculteurs, accumulation de capital et de ressources par d'autres)
et sur les rapports socio-politiques locaux d'autre part.

Enfin, il s'agira d'identifier les résistances et différentes stratégies de lutte contre ces dynamiques inégalitaires. Il sera
guestion des circuits de financement alternatif au systéeme dominant (préts privés, crédits bancaires utilisés a d’autres fins)
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et de la facon dont ils atténuent ou accentuent les inégalités décrites. Cette derniére partie visera également a lier inégalités
d’'accés au financement agricole et contestations en milieu rural, qui nourrissent le processus révolutionnaire en cours dans
le pays.

Références :

Ayeb, H. et Ruf, T., 2009, Faux, pauvreté et crises sociales, IRD, Colloques et séminaires, 674 p.

Ben Rouine, C., 2014, Bilan des incitations aux investissements en Tunisie, Site Internet de ['Observatoire tunisien de
['économie [En ligne] http://debateconomietunisie.wordpress.com/2014/05/15/bilan-des-incitations-aux-investissements-en-

tunisie/ (consulté le 22 juillet 2014)

Dahou T. et al, 2014, Numéro spécial Etudes rurales n°192 « Appropriations des ressources naturelles au sud de la
Méditerranée »

Nadim Mirshak Ol o puli
University of Manchester, UK d3zwiod| aSlowdl « yiuisle asol>

Education as Resistance to Inequality: The Importance of Understanding the Current Struggle for Educational
Power between the Egyptian State and Civil Society

Discussions of social, economic and political inequalities within the Arab world can never be complete without an elaborate
consideration of the role education could play in either cementing such inequalities, or in resisting them. This paper will
attempt to argue that we should not view education as being politically neutral and void of power relations, but rather we
should consider education (both formal and informal) and politics as being intertwined; with education constituting an
essential pillar for any revolutionary transition, especially if it helps develop people’s political, economic and social awareness
and their critical consciousness of the status-quo, and the ways they could change it.

The Egyptian state has for the past decades been gradually withdrawing, and indeed struggling, to provide Egyptians with
certain basic necessities, most importantly, that of good quality education that is capable of not only providing people with
the basic skills required for them to become ‘productive and good’ citizens, but also with the necessary political and critical
thinking skills vital for them to take part in Egypt’s political life and transition process. This ‘withdrawal’ has arguably offered
Egyptian civil society (in its many manifestations of educational NGOs, Rights-based Organizations, Political Parties, Trade
Unions, etc.) the space to provide alternative educational services, and to also develop a counter-hegemony to the state’s
educational discourses and practices.

Despite this abovementioned space temporarily becoming available to the different civil society actors after the fall of
Mubarak, they have mostly been facing numerous challenges in building ‘radical’ educational movements capable of
establishing an influence within the Egyptian public sphere, and hence aid in developing this “critical consciousness” through
their political educational initiatives. In view of that, and as setting the framework for this panel's other two papers, this
paper will attempt to argue that in order to understand why certain inequalities are still durably being reproduced, and why
civil society has not been able to establish its own ‘counter-hegemony’, we will have to appreciate the state’s and civil
society’s engagement in a power struggle.

In order to aid in such an argument, a Gramscian framework will be utilized to help view civil society as a terrain where
contestations could take place between a hegemonic state and the various “progressive” movements located within civil
society. This will be supported by fieldwork data (mainly interviews, reports and observations) obtained from a number of
civil society organizations located in Cairo so as to understand: Firstly, how the Egyptian state has been using a mixture of
‘soft’ and ‘coercive’ measures to limit the extent of these organizations’ influence, and hence helping the authoritarian
regime become more resilient; secondly, how could the separation between education and politics lead to the reproduction
of current inequalities; and thirdly, how civil society itself is facing many internal challenges hampering its functioning and
influence.

This paper will conclude with a short discussion of potential methods that could be used to overcome these challenges, and

in stressing that accepting the current situation will lead to the persistence of educational and political inequalities and hence
the resilience of authoritarianism in Egypt.
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Textbooks, Nationalism, and Inequality in Egypt

Before moving to speak about how civil society and “progressive organizations” can play a role in resisting inequality within
the realm of education, we must first have a meaningful conversation about the ways in which the state — through its
educational policies — excludes and disempowers groups and recreates these very same notions of inequality.

National education systems have traditionally fostered and reproduced a homogenous, exclusionary and simplistic national
identity. In Egypt, textbooks in particular have been one of the many sources used to articulate hyper-nationalistic identities,
which exclude ‘the other’.

The aim of this section of our panel is to present the findings of a study released by the Egyptian Initiative for Personal
Rights (EIPR) titled “Nationalism and Homogeneity in Contemporary Curricula”, which examines History and National
Instruction textbooks for the academic years 2012/2013 and 2013/2014. Specifically, the study focuses on textbooks
designed for the third year of preparatory school and the final year of high school. The study aims to ascertain whether such
texts meet the standards of respect, diversity and tolerance that are clearly prescribed in international legal mechanisms. In
addition to the findings of the EIPR report, this paper will also investigate the recently published and distributed textbooks
for the current academic year 2014/2015 to look at whether the new texts have significantly changed in light of the
changing socio-political context in Egypt.

This paper will therefore make a number of related arguments:

Textbooks are able to foster inequality by omitting local and regional histories, excluding the participation of minority groups
and others from the grand historical narrative. They also create the illusion of ‘oneness’ without taking into account Egypt’s
rich cultural makeup. Ethnic, religious and other minorities who are subjected to Egypt's centralized national education
system and to the texts at hand are very likely to feel excluded and disempowered since there is almost no mention of their
existence within the broader historical national narrative.

Furthermore, contemporary history textbooks focus solely on Egyptian history especially in the modern period and exclude
regional and international histories creating the illusion of an exceptionalist Egypt detached from international developments.
The exclusion of the ‘other’ from the history curriculum is worrying because it represents a failure to promote tolerance and
respect for others and to create a sense of belonging for those whose identitarian affiliation does not strictly fall within the
prescribed homogenous national identity framework. As such, the textbooks fail to promote tolerance, openness and
inclusion of the other.

In a final section, the paper will look at the recommendations on the ways to reform history and national instruction curricula
on all school levels and how this necessitates the introduction of primary sources, the abolition of text simplification as well
as an active promotion and emphasis on Egypt’s rich cultural, linguistic, ethnic, regional and religious histories.

Nayera Abdelrahman wo>)Jl e oy
Egyptian Center for Advancement of Sciences, Technology
and Innovation, Egypt oo o)SiuVlg Li>glgiSilly pglell passd Syaonll ;S 50l

Education, NGOs, and Resistance in Egypt

Because the Egyptian educational system is currently facing severe challenges, these have inadvertently lead to social
inequalities. Not only does education perpetuate inequality through its unavailability in certain regions and its poor quality,
but also - to build on the arguments made above - through inculcating certain beliefs and discouraging critical thinking and
creativity.

The Egyptian state has failed to achieve its ‘promises’ of educational reform leading over the years to a deterioration of the
quality of education (crowded classrooms, unchanged curriculum, poor teaching conditions and dependence on private
tutoring, etc.). Such developments have allowed conditions of inequality to flourish (access to public/private/international
schools). Despite the apparent monopolization of the educational field, the Egyptian State is not its only actor.
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As a result of neoliberal economic policies and globalization, the number of NGOs acting within the realm of education has
increased with increasingly diversified activities over the last few years. These NGOs tackle different problems such as
schooling of girls, illiteracy, children’s health, teacher training, civic education, etc.

In the 2000s, we witnessed the emergence of new forms of action not just to complement the formal education system but
also to work in parallel to it partially by radically proposing alternative systems. This paper will question the position of NGOs
working towards decreasing inequalities in education in Egypt: To which extent do their actions resist the inequalities of the
educational system? And what kind of limits and struggles, especially with the power of the State, could challenge their
position as "resistant"?

Based on an empirical study conducted in 2013 on fifteen NGOs and two initiatives (representing different types of NGOs in
the educational field), I have found that the majority of NGOs working in this field do complementary activities to official
state action. While such activities could potentially decrease inequalities, their current sphere of influence and scope of
action tend to remain within the limits of formal state education. This paper also aims to focus on the NGOs and initiatives
conducting activities in parallel to formal state education and proposing alternatives by studying their activities and the
approaches adopted by their founders as well as their effect on the local community. Based on the dominance and
resistance theories of Michel Foucault and James Scott, this paper will question whether these “progressive” NGOs could be
considered as an “agent” to the “dominant” action of NGOs, and more important, to the dominant presence of the State in
the educational and associative fields in a country with a high percentage of youth and changing political and social context.
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This roundtable explores the relationship between media, temporality and ‘publicness’ in contemporary Arab societies. Going
beyond the narrow scopes of ‘legacy media’, the roundtable proposes a non-media-centered approach that examines
manifestations and transformations in the production of publics, making use of anthropology, art criticism, diasporic studies,
media and cultural studies, and philosophy: First, it examines how discourses by contemporary Arab philosophers, youth,
media makers and art circles reflect multiple temporalities, localities and publics. Themes include philosophical iterations of
current mutations in movements of Arab ‘dignity’ and ‘freedom’, the resurgence of Arab Modern Art and its publics, and the
cultural politics of youth. Second, it underscores how discursive and intentional techniques of mediated public-ness are
deployed in the case of a neo-Nasserite Egypt and representations of Moroccan immigrants as diasporic publics by
mainstream Spanish media. Both cases explore the multiple roles of state institutions and media in the development of
recurring discourses about/to specific publics. Third, it explores how existing structures of occupation (Palestine) and rural
life (Morocco) have persisted and incorporated new tools while operating in both linear and non-linear temporalities. From
Saudi Arabia to Morocco, this roundtable engages with a broad range of publics: art, occupation, youth, intellectual elites,
cultural producers, rural, urban and diaspora.

Tarik Sabry: Media, Time, and Publicness in a Moroccan Helga Tawil-Souri: Dis/Formations of Palestine
Amazigh Village
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Childhood Poverty in the Arab World, the Contexts of Inequality, Discrimination, Conflicts and Corruptions,
Roots Analysis and Approaching Strategies - The Case of Iraq

Poverty in the Arab world is significantly high; almost 40 million people are experiencing shortage of food on a daily basis,
i.e. 13% of the total Arab world population. Furthermore, 100 million people in the Arab countries are living below the
poverty line. This is equal to one third of the total population of the Arab world. In Iraq, thousands of poor children are
forced to work to help their families. Many of them work in one way or another for a variety of armed groups that operate in
the war-torn country.

Objectives: To study the prevalence and risk factors associated with childhood poverty in Iraq; to identify effective
strategies in approaching childhood poverty within a context of conflict and instability

Methodology: Electronic databases were searched using a pre-defined search strategy, additional references from the
bibliographies of retrieved articles were also reviewed and experts in the area were contacted. Selection Criteria: Only
original research articles seeking to establish the use of childhood poverty were included.

Results: While Iraq is one of the richest countries in the region in natural resources (oil), it has been estimated that about
20-25 percent of Iraqg’s estimated population lives below the country’s poverty line. TheWorld Bank shows that 28 percent of
Iragi families live below the poverty line. This rate could increase by 70 percent because of the spike in violent acts, tense
political situation and increasing corruptions rates. Underweight prevalence in children under 5 (%) 2008-2012, Youth (15-24
years) illiteracy rate 20 percnet 2008-2012. That is nearly 100,000 children in the Iraqi workforce. Moreover, 83 percent of
Iraqi children have worked for their families on a permanent basis, without receiving any wage. Children usually work under
dire and harmful conditions such as in garbage collection, brick and steel factories and farming. One out of every eight Iraqi
children is displaced. They are usually exploited and sent to beg in the streets or to work under harsh conditions and
sometimes even used as prostitutes. Documents by the NGO, the Iraq Aid Association (IAA), show that children from poor
families are helping insurgents make bombs. Thousands of children have moved onto the streets to help augment their
family’s income, either because they have lost their fathers in the violence, or because they are forced to help as their
families do not consider education to be important. The UN Children’s Agency (UNICEF) estimates that about 11 percent of
Iraqi children under 14 work, and the number of orphans resulting from sectarian violence has also increased. “Nearly 9
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million Iragis are living below the poverty line. At least 40 percent of this number is living in absolute and desperate
deteriorated conditions," with the level of poverty registering a 35 percent increase over the level before 2003.

Malak Rouchdy Sy JMo
American University in Cairo, Egypt oo 0,8JL &Sy 0Vl asol=l

Reflection on the Concept of Hunger: The Case of Egypt

Since the revolts of 2011, Egyptian officials, international organizations and the media are alerting political authorities about
the possible eruption of the revolts of the hungry, if political violence and economic crisis were to persist. This study will
revisit the concept of hunger as used by Egyptian officials and UN agencies which measure it on the basis of aggregate data
and analyse it as resulting from the failure of policy makers to implement adequately food security policies.

I will question their solutions to the crisis, which suggest that the provision of “food to the masses” at cheap prices would
solve the food crisis and prevent further social uprisings and revolts. In this context, | will suggest a reading of the concept
of hunger that takes it beyond the fulfillment of basic economic needs, to one that links it to the current socio-political
struggles and locates it in the food regime approach. My objective is to elucidate the connotation of the word hunger as
used in the Egyptian context and suggest approaching the question from two perspectives: first, from the actor/agent
perspective, “the eater”, where the act of eating exhibits not only a biological activity, but a symbolic, cultural and identity
practices. Thus, the eater is no longer viewed as an aggregate figure, but as a socio-political actor who has a voice and
social practices. The second perspective is based on the approach that considers the struggles around food as part of the
current socio-political conflicts over inequalities, and “the eater” is seen as an active participant in this collective struggle.
These two perspectives could redirect the discussion around the socio-political nature of hunger, food precariousness and
social inequalities in Egypt, and could lead us to raise fundamental questions that have been neglected: Who are the eaters?
How do they relate to what they eat and why? As Fischler suggests: “We must know what we eat for fear of no longer
knowing who we are.”

Nora Derbal JU,s e
Berlin Graduate School Muslim Cultures and Societies, oMl wleoizxolly WBLYI (58 L)l wlwl,al) oy &S
Germany 51PN

Managing Poverty in a Land of Plenty: Charitable Approaches to Social Inequality in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arabia is a country of exceptionally vast natural resources and economic wealth — while at the same time, it is a nation
facing an increasing pauperization of broad strata of its society. In 2003, king ‘Abdallah announced a fight against poverty.
In the wake of the Arab Uprisings, however, poverty has again become a taboo banned from public media. Meanwhile, the
increasing demand for assistance is met by a fast growing number of private charities. Given the repressive nature of the
Saudi legal frame prohibiting most associational forms and civic practices such as political parties, labor unions and NGOs,
charitable welfare associations, strongly supported by Islamic norms of benevolence, are one of the few legal,
institutionalized forces addressing social inequality in the kingdom.

On two levels, the growing pauperization together with the recent boom in charity challenge the “conceptual consensus”
(Lawson 2011) of an established body of academic writing that ascribes rentierism, tribalism and ultraorthodox Islamic
currents as dominant forces shaping social structures in Saudi Arabia. First, according to the social contract postulated by
rentier theory, the existence of up to thirty percent of people living in poverty in the country should spark fierce criticism of
the regime. Second, charitable activism does not present itself in the name of Islam or tribal solidarity; instead it aspires to
ideals of civil society (Montagu 2010), development and the nation. Yet charities have either been mentioned as “anemic”
(Hertog 2006) and the long arm of the royal family (Le Renard 2008), or advocated as agents of “change” (Shalaby 2008).
Few investigations have explored the actual everyday practices of charitable actors (Afif 2010, Jamal 2011).

My PhD research project seeks to enrich and challenge the existing literature with empirical evidence from the charity scene
of Jeddah. The paper to be presented at the ACSS conference develops from this research. It focuses on two main
questions: How do different charitable actors discuss and rationalize poverty (e.g. which subaltern groups do they address)?
What formats and methods are used to address the poor (transmitting which norms)? The analysis is based on two case
studies from the city of Jeddah: the First Women’s Welfare Society (Jam'yya nisa’ijyya al-ula, est. 1962) and Bin Majid
Society for Development and Social Services (Jam'yyat Majid b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-khairiyya lil-tanmiya wa-I-khidamat al-
khairiyya, est. 2000). The case studies illustrate divergent values and norms governing the charitable practice and affecting
the approach towards social inequality from solace and the conduct of good deeds, to development and entrepreneurial self-
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help ideologies. The historical perspective linking the two cases allows tracing changing imageries of need. By adopting a
governmentality frame, the analysis treats themes of civic participation, modern statehood, religious notions of wealth
disparity, and neoliberal development. The research triangulates empirical material (from participant observation, interviews
with donors and volunteers, photography and texts produced by the charities) collected in extensive fieldwork in Jeddah (in
2009/10 and 2012/13).
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Development Interventions into Yemeni ‘Urf (Tribal Customary Law)

International development actors have, until recently, turned a blind eye to the prevailing justice norms in Yemen, which are
heavily informed by tribal customary legal practices (Dawsari, 2012). Tribal customary law, ‘urf, in Yemen can be described
as a moral code that seeks to order public life amongst tribes in cases of land disputes, war, and murder. The legal “space”
for tribal custom has historically been distinct from sharia which is intended to govern personal affairs such as family law and
inheritance. Although a number of works have addressed the interconnected relationship between state law and tribal law as
well as legal pluralism between sharia, state law and custom (Dupret, 2003; al-Zawaini, 2009); none as have yet addressed
the disparities in access to justice that the continuation of tribal custom has resulted in for Yemenis.

This paper discusses inequalities in access to justice amongst Yemenis given the prevalence of tribal customary laws (‘urf).
The paper contextualises contemporary uses of tribal custom within development interventions that seek to adapt tribal
customs for conflict resolution programs. It argues that although development interventions rightly seek to balance the
principles prevalent in state driven “rule of law orthodoxies” with the community driven and democratic aspects of tribal
custom, there remains a disparity in access to justice across the country as tribal customs have ceased to practice
codification and standardisation as they once did. Furthermore, where previously, tribal customs were relevant to a distinct
“class” within society, gab’ail, tribesmen, they have spread since the 1970s to become adopted across different tiers within
society largely as a result of the former regimes policy of “tribalisation”. The paper seeks to demonstrate that although tribal
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customs have some areas that are compatible with the growth of Yemeni society; many others are not compatible with
notions of “equality” in modern rule of law.

Emma Sundkyvist Gt S L 9w Loyl
Lund University, Sweden Lol (g dol>

Redefining Equality in Egypt: Feminist Activism in Time of Change

This paper traces how a particular women'’s rights project in Egypt tries to redefine the concept of equality in a radically new
way within Egypt’'s legal context. This argument is based on interviews with Cairene feminist activists along with a close
reading of public comments, position papers and statements published by their NGO’s on their respective websites during
the last years when the concept of equality reached new levels of tension in Egypt. By contesting the ways in which equality
was framed in the constitution writing process during 2012-13, besides an intensive critique of the articulation of new legal
articles and debates regarding sexual assault, these activists contest the premises on which the understanding of equality
rests.

The paper argues that the equality model which for a long period has characterized the country’s legal texts is based on the
sex discriminatory rhetoric that equality means to treat likes alike and unlikes unlike (MacKinnon 2006). Since women and
men are presumed different within this logic, they are rightly treated differently without contradicting but, rather,
corresponding to this equality model. However, the particular feminist project 1 am looking at, women'’s rights activists
pursue through NGO work and local feminist projects the equality paradigm that is based on equality as the opposite of
hierarchy. From such a point of view, inequalities are not justified on women'’s different sex from men, but explained as a
result of sex hierarchy in which women are inferior to men. Adopting such an approach requires a more comprehensive
struggle including not solely to advocate for reformed or added legal articles, but to transform the premises on which
legislations are based along with a deep analysis of how the law and specific articles are articulated regarding gender and
Sex.

Although “gender equality” has for a great period caused tensions in women’s rights debates in Egypt and beyond, the
scholarly debates prove a huge lack in a comprehensive exploration of what equality de facto indicates and fails to recognize
the long history of theorization and debates of how various models of equality may function as a legal term. The term is
often used widely without conceptualization or stuck in the secular/religious divide. By following the scholarship of Catharine
MacKinnon this paper takes on the task to unravel how equality, despite its perpetual presence in the Egyptian constitution,
does not guarantee a non-discriminatory legal reality for citizens. To theorize around equality will bring another dimension to
the gender (in)equality scholarly debate in Egypt and is pivotal for this particular moment of the new social, legal, political
and cultural visions various feminist activists aim for.

Doaa Ayman Kaddah clae uul sled
American University in Cairo, Egypt oo 0,8JL &Sy 0Vl asol=l

“The Egyptian People Can Only Be Governed by the Whip (Korbak)”:
Narratives that Justify and Legitimize Police Violence in Egypt

On the 6™ of June 2010, a Young Egyptian by the name of Khalid Said from the City of Alexandria was murdered by police
officers. Before and after pictures and eyewitness’ testimonies were irrefutable evidence of the brutal extent of the torture
that he was subjected to (Fahmy, 2012). It is believed that his death was one of the major factors that led to the Egyptian
revolution on the 25 of January 2011. It is a case worth mentioning, as it highlights the excessive turn that police violence
can take. Although the case of Khalid Said gained momentum, three years ago, it can nevertheless be regarded as a ‘dejavu’
in the contemporary moment. Amnesty International has reported similar cases, where there are official reports of 80 deaths
within the vicinity of Egyptian police stations (Egypt: Rampant Torture, 2013).

At first sight, it may seem that recent restoration of the military regime is exceptional in the use of coercive mechanisms to
maintain the status quo. However, the historicity of the moment in Egypt is repetitively bound to exceptional circumstances
that need authoritarian measures to instill control and order (Fahmy, 2012). Furthermore, the role of official laws is
instrumentalized by the state as sanctioned actions to discipline and surveil the population (Ismail, 2011, Fahmy, 2012 &
Stork, 2012). For example, the emergency law, the suspicion and investigation procedure, and the anti---protest law are
deployed for legitimizing police conduct' (Ismail, 2011). On the other hand, if one follows a Foucadian framework that
conceptualizes the dispersion of power through multiple mechanisms, we can reveal how every day language plays a role in
normalizing police violence. The effectiveness of this disciplinary apparatus? would not have been successful nor sustainable,
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if it wasn't not systematically dispersed through discursive mechanisms to the society at large.

These discursive mechanisms are worth investigating, as they provide insights into how police violence is justified and
legitimized. Consequently, the overall objective of this project is to shed the light on how my interlocutors, whom reside in
Cairo, justify and/or condemn police violence. The main research questions are the following:

Do they condemn or justify police violence? To whom should it be deployed, and in which context is it needed?

The main research instrument was unstructured interview with interlocutors in Cairo. A maximum and opportunistic sampling
strategy was used to bring heterogeneity to the data. The results highlight a dominant theme across the majority of my
interlocutors’ narratives, where there is a common consensus that the ‘Egyptian people can only be governed by the whip ---
korbak .

This dominant theme as a form of discourse will be unpacked within the specificities of the interlocutors’ narratives as well
as within the relation to the legal establishment of laws. In addition, similar concepts will be contrasted in order to draw on
different publications that resemble the rationale behind the dominant theme.

! That is predominantly violent.
2 | define apparatus as the tools and instruments used for the specific purpose of instilling violent and coercive measures on citizens.
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Beyond the Physicality of Space: East Jerusalem, Kafr ‘Agab and the Politics of Everyday Suffering

Palestinian Arab East Jerusalem has been at the forefront of a coercive removal and transfer process, representing a
microcosm of the lIsraeli settler colonial project in Palestine. Since 1967, about 14,000 Palestinians had their Jerusalem
identity cards revoked by Israel, with thousands struggling to maintain residency. Israel’'s strategy of minimizing the number
of Palestinians in East Jerusalem goes beyond the physicality of the Separation Wall, into the intimate control of Palestinian
life at the capillary level, through the strict enforcement of the Jerusalem permit regime. The combination of the ‘center of
life’ policy which requires Palestinian residents of Jerusalem to constantly prove® that they are living within Jerusalem
boundaries, as well as legislation denying family reunification between Palestinian spouses with different IDs (e.g. one
spouse with Jerusalem ID and another with West Bank ID) since 2003 have complicated family life and residency decisions.

Kafr ‘Agab is situated at the crossroads of the Israeli military Qalandia-checkpoint, inside Israeli-defined greater Jerusalem,
but physically dislocated outside the Separation Wall. Since it is officially within Jerusalem boundaries, many Palestinians
with Jerusalem IDs have therefore moved to Kafr ‘Agab in an attempt to ‘legally’ maintain their residency in Jerusalem and
yet ensure their ability to live with West Bank ID-carrying spouses, children and other family members who cannot access or
reside in Jerusalem without a permit from lIsrael. As a result, the politically dictated mass movement of people has
transformed what was once a village into an area characterized by overcrowding and unregulated urban sprawl.

Through this ongoing research project, we attempt to understand the impact of lIsraeli-imposed residency and family
unification regulations on Palestinian family-life by utilizing in-depth qualitative interviews with men, women and community
informants living in Kafr ‘Agab. This paper will present select themes extracted through the preliminary analysis of the
narratives of the residents of Kafr ‘Agab, who are exposed to various life-stressors, including anxiety resulting from legal and
administrative battles to maintain residency; the distress of having to relocate to areas with poorer living-conditions in order
to maintain Jerusalem residency; feelings of mistrust and community disintegration; and increased financial strain and
economic exploitation.

The Kafr ‘Agab predicament highlights the social suffering of a particularly vulnerable group, governed by ambiguity and
uncertainty within a context of prolonged occupation, subjugation and political oppression. Family life decisions are often
dictated by politically induced calculations, which reinforce and create new forms of social suffering that come to define
family mobility. Kafr ‘Agab as a case study exemplifies a paradoxical state of immobile mobility and further highlights the
mundane nature of systematic political violence.
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! The ‘center of life’ policy which was stipulated in 1996 requires that Palestinian residents of Jerusalem constantly prove that they are living
within the Israeli-defined Jerusalem boundaries by providing extensive documentation such as home ownership or rental agreements,
municipal tax payments, electricity and water bills, school registration and medical documentation, among others. Failure to provide such
documentation could result in residency confiscation.

Lama Kabbanji ) w\=uld o)
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Formation des élites, mobilités étudiantes, et structuration du champ académique au Liban

Cette présentation propose d'étudier le role des mobilités étudiantes internationales dans la structuration du champ
académique au Liban. Nos analyses se basent sur des données collectées dans le cadre d'une recherche en cours depuis
2014 portant sur le lien entre les mobilités académiques libanaises et la production de connaissances en sciences sociales, et
financée par le Conseil arabe pour les sciences sociales.

Depuis les années 2000, I'enseignement supérieur au Liban, dominé par le privé, connait une profonde restructuration liée
aux changements en cours au niveau international. L'une des manifestations en est I'nomogénéisation des cursus
universitaires et leur alignement avec les réglementations internationales. Aujourd’hui le Liban compte une quarantaine
d’'universités pour une population totale d'environ 4 millions 500 000 habitants. L'Université libanaise, seule université
publique, est de loin la plus importante a la fois en termes d'effectifs étudiants, de diplomés que de personnel enseignant.
Viennent ensuite I'Université arabe de Beyrouth (UAB), I'Université St-Joseph (USJ), I'Université américaine de Beyrouth
(AUB), I'Université St-Esprit de Kaslik (USEK) et I'Université libano-américaine (LAU). En ce qui concerne les sciences
sociales, elles sont d'abord enseignées a I'Institut des sciences sociales de I'UL, seul institut public enseignant les sciences
sociales au Liban et décernant le dipléme de doctorat. Les autres universités précitées offrent également un programme
d’étude en sciences sociales, qui va jusqu'au doctorat pour I'UAB, I'USJ et 'USEK.

En ce qui concerne les mobilités étudiantes, la France est la principale destination des étudiants libanais, suivie par les Etats-
Unis, avec environ 5000 étudiants inscrits en France en 2011 (contre 1434 inscrits aux Etats-Unis durant la méme année),
dont 30% de doctorants (1 500 doctorants depuis 2003). Par comparaison, pour I'année 2011-2012, 1 038 étudiants étaient
inscrits en doctorat a I'UL toutes disciplines confondues. Les doctorants formés a I'étranger sont de fait plus nombreux que
les doctorants formés au Liban.

Nos premiers résultats, basés sur I'analyse des données collectées dans les principales universités libanaises (UL, USJ, AUB
et LAU), montrent d’'un c6té, que le type de parcours scolaire et universitaire (public/privé ; langue de formation) ainsi que la
mobilité étudiante internationale semblent fortement structurer la position dans le champ académique en sciences sociales
au Liban. Ainsi, une formation doctorale effectuée a I'extérieur du Liban (en particulier aux USA ou au Royaume-Uni) est une
condition nécessaire pour étre recruté a un poste a temps plein a 'AUB et la LAU alors que la majorité des enseignants-
chercheurs de I'Institut des sciences sociales de I'UL ont été formés par ce méme institut, et secondairement en France. Une
analyse détaillée des trajectoires des enseignants-chercheurs de I'ISS montre également que ces derniers sont, pour la
plupart, passés par le systtme secondaire public avant de poursuivre toues leurs études universitaires également dans le
public (a I'ISS) et d’entamer leur carriére au sein du méme institut qui les a formés (80% des diplémés de doctorat de I'lSS
sont recrutés par l'institut a la fin de leurs études).

Dina Makram-Ebeid . ) Amc-p S0 Ly
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God-given Work and State-given Work: Religious Cosmology and the Interpretation of Precarity on the
Margins of an Egyptian Steel Town

In Egypt, like many countries where Islam is a dominant religion, work is considered a form of rizg (“what God provides for a
person as their sustenance, livelihood and means of support”). Rizg, as mentioned in the Quran, is unpredictable, irregular
and mostly ordered and distributed only by God. It is also acknowledged in everyday discourses about the nature of work
which is demarcated by the two extremes of, on the one hand, the muwazafa (“she who owns a wazifa, which denotes white
collar employment or blue collar employment in the public and governmental sector) and on the other hand, the ’urzugia
(“she who does not know what the next day’s job will be, who lives from hand to mouth and who relies on sustenance from
god”). This division between stable tenured work and more precarious work is visible in and around Egypt's oldest and
largest state-owned enterprise in Helwan. The steel workers are muwazafin (“plural for muwazaf’) and the workers who live
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and work in the informal economy on the fringes of the company town are ’urzugid (“plural for ’urzugl). Despite the fact
that both groups are distinct from one another - in that they have different lifecycles, household structures and aspirations,
and even seem to belong to different classes - yet the practices and discourses around rizg reveal the interdependence
between both groups and complicate the relation between precarious and stable work.

I draw on fieldwork I conducted at the steel plant in Helwan, in the south of Cairo, both at the eve of the Egyptian revolution
between 2008 and 2010 and later since its start between 2013 and 2014. The paper maps how communities of a/-tababna
(“who originate in al-tibbin, which is the original land where the steel plant in Helwan was built”), who consider themselves
the owners of the land and who now live on the fringes of the company town, make claims on the plant. I document how
they engage in regular and regulated robbery operations, which are often overseen by plant management, and recapture
land that is currently owned by the plant. These activities allow a/-tababna to take part in the steel plant economy that they
have otherwise been excluded from. Their rizg thus converges through the state acting as a gang manager.

Meanwhile Helwan steel workers often deploy a discourse of rizg to assert their entitlements before management. Although
their work is provided by the state, its volatility especially since 2011 is expressed by the fissures and layers of the god-given
sustenance and of god's role in the ordering of people’s lives. The paper thus highlights how the integration of state-given
work and God-given work brings together an economy of affect, materiality and aesthetic textures in the various
deployments and interpretations of rizg. This in turn shows how precarity and stable work are interdependent and emerge at
different spatio-temporal configurations along the continuum of work and labour rather than occupying the opposing ends of
the spectrum.
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Changing the Lens: Reconsidering Terrorism and the Lebanese Presence in the Tri-Border Area, Brazil

The region where the borders of Brazil, Argentina and Paraguay meet — known as the Tri-Border Area in English — has been
considered as a threat to international security with the alleged presence of terrorism and transnational mafias, piracy,
smuggling, money and stolen-goods laundering, drug and arms trafficking. The existence of an important Lebanese
community actively involved in commercial activities was enough to lead to the conclusion about the existence of Islamic
terrorism in the region. Once established, the connection that ties Lebanese, terrorism, commerce and all kind of illegalities
through the borders becomes a vicious circle that reinforces the confirmation of the denounce. This paper attempts to
establish alternative narratives about the Lebanese presence in the border region of Paraguay, Brazil and Argentina by
paying attention to migrant trajectories, commercial engagements and political compromises.
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Media at War: The Politics of Representing Conflict and Inequality in the Middle East in the Brazilian
Imaginary

21st-century Brazil is one of the emerging powers with larger international projection. The current president, Dilma Rousseff,
is recognized as one of the most powerful women in the world, and the country has been enjoying significant recognition
worldwide, particularly since the first administration of former President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva. One reason for this is the
fact that Brazilian diplomacy has been, since then, more aggressive, with a creative and active performance that has
projected the country as a global actor.

Among the diplomatic innovations introduced by the "Lula era" that were maintained by President Dilma Rousseff, two are
particularly significant: the emphasis on South-South relations and the special attention given by Brazil to the African
continent and the Arab World in order to strengthen and deepen relations with these regions. This has allowed for a
significant increase in trade exchanges and different types of partnership, together with other forms of outreach.

However, these advances have not received adequate coverage by major Brazilian means of mass communication, many of
which support — openly or in an unrevealed way — a more consistent alignment with the US diplomacy, and therefore stand
critically in face of the government's diplomatic policies. This editorial line is reflected in the way those mass media cover
events in the Middle East and North Africa. They mostly reproduce the information of the major international news agencies,
with few reports being produced directly by Brazilian journalists or by MENA region media. Therefore, the information is
generally based on stereotypes that create severe distortions and hamper the understanding of the reality of these countries
by the Brazilian public.

The paper analyzes this context and presents the first results of a study in progress carried out by students who are part of
the Interdisciplinary Research Group on Africa, Asia and South-South Relations (NIEAAS). The study aims to analyse the
coverage of two of the largest newspapers in the country, "O Globo" and "Folha de S&o Paulo”, on the Arab countries,
paying special attention to the sources they use, the priorities they set regarding subjects and issues to be addressed and,
finally, the positions they defend — transparently or indirectly — in relation to the various conflicts that made the MENA region
one of the hot topics of the international diplomatic agenda. Likewise, at a time when Islam is at the center of the global
debates and some diplomatic actors defend the "clash of civilizations" between the East and the West as the only option
available, the study analyzes the behavior of those media in relation to the prejudices and stereotypes involving the Islamic
culture and civilization.

Fernando Brancoli WNoSilyy 905U 9
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Islamic Narratives, Democracy and Neoliberalism in Libya: Privatization and Practices of Resistance

This paper presents the Islamic narratives that Muammar Gaddafi employed during his government (1969-2013) to justify
and articulate certain political choices, especially those related to a neoliberal governance structure. Different to what
traditional literature on Libya indicates, we argue that the creation of these movements that coalesce Islam and Western
practices are an indication of resistance models, and an endogenous reshaping of governance modalities. This narrative also
highlights some points about the so-called “capacity” of Islamic thought to be articulated with Western structures, such as
Neoliberalism, Democracy or Human Rights.

Gisele Fonseca Chagas wvlelo Suwwigd Juju>
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Diasporic Bodies: Religious Identity and Gender between Muslim Lebanese Women in South Brazil

The recent literature on Middle Eastern Muslim migrants in Brazil has focused on the local and transnational sociological
effects produced by the ways in which ethnic (Arab), national (Lebanon, Syria, Palestine) and sectarian (Sunni/Shi'a) forms
of belonging to Islam are mobilized in discourses, religious institutions and social practices by religious agents. However,
little attention has been paid to the role that gender plays is this process: How are gender relations and bodily devices
entangled in creating diasporic spaces for religious and social activities? How are diasporic Middle Eastern bodies thought of,
constructed, and transformed in gendered arenas of religious experiences? How to cope with the ongoing bodily connection
between places of belonging, i.e, between Lebanon and Brazil?
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This proposal analyzes those possibilities and challenges that migration posed to Lebanese Muslim women who came to live
in South Brazil, in the last 30 years. Built on ethnographic data, the paper focuses on the dynamic ways in which they
construct and mobilize their gender and religious identities through bodily devices, such as engagement in religious rituals
and in social activities of the everyday life in both local and transnational contexts, as well as through the veiling practices.
In order to understand how Islamic ideas of gender are circulated, (re)shaped and inscribed in their female diasporic bodies
and actions, | will analyze a few religious associations organized by those women. These associations are responsible for
promoting charity services, social or religious parties and celebrations for the Muslim local communities; as well as are the
main channel through which those women claim their religious rights in Brazil.

Bogumila Hall I Moy
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Al-Akhdam in Sana’a: Yemeni ‘Racialized Others’ at the Urban Margins

Drawing on historical analysis and ethnographic fieldwork conducted in Sana’a, between 2010 and 2013, the article
examines how race, class and spatial dynamics intertwine and reproduce akhdanis marginalization in urban Yemen.

Although no official data has been collected, it is believed that there are up to 3 million akAdam (out of a population of 28
million), living in Yemeni villages and the outskirts of big cities. The pariah status of the akhdam has traditionally stemmed
from the specific stratification system, officially, but not practically, abolished with the collapse of the Northern Imamate and
creation of the Republic of Yemen in 1962. The system organized the society around hierarchical ranks, where the distinction
was manifested by descent and occupation, and reproduced through endogamous marriages (Bujra 1971; Dresch 1989;
Meneley 1996; Stevenson). The akhdam, who were allegedly of African origins (and hence of non-Arab status), and
performed occupations regarded as degrading by the dominant society, were at the bottom of the hierarchy. Until today,
despite the ban of status distinctions and structural changes affecting social organization in Yemen, ‘being akhdam’ is still
perceived by the dominant society, as a genetic heredity, where the characteristics of the group are fixed and passed from
one generation to another. Moreover, the akhdam are collectively identified as ‘black’, even if they are of different
phenotypes and some could hardly be distinguished from ‘white’ Yemenis. Ordinary Yemenis claim that it is ak/dam’s lineage
that explains their ‘difference’, while journalists and human rights activists see their lineage as the basis of discrimination
against them.

The article argues that the categorization of the akhdam cannot be understood solely in relation to their genealogy, but
rather their racialization must be seen in light of class dynamics. | analyze how various discourses of ‘otherization’ reify
akhdanis culture, race and physical appearances, and as a result, naturalize and justify social inequalities. The article
concludes that in today’s Sana’a, the category of akhdam is not anymore a fixed one with clear-cut boundaries, but rather
forms a heterogeneous group of racialized urban marginals, identified not necessarily by their descent but by what is
tangible segregated, makeshift dwellings, menial occupations, and bodily features.
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Becoming a "Professional Lebanese" between the Village and the Globe: Building Connections and Strength in
Beirut

My fieldwork in Beirut on lower-middle class, university educated youth (2011-2014) revealed that amidst deteriorating
urban security and soaring unemployment, many young people sped up their efforts to immigrate abroad. Since Beirut is
often highlighted as a necessary passage-point toward upward mobility and eventual emigration, the “urban professional”
emerges as an alluring identity and a buzzword for aspirant youth after obtaining their college degrees. My study suggests
that, particularly for low-income youth with weak wasta ties (mediating connections), deemphasizing sect and class markers
and building an ijabi (positive) public persona have become common strategies for survival and upward mobility. Especially
in popular professional spaces (such as NGOs, trainings, universities, and work-spaces), | was struck by the creative and
ingenious efforts of low-income youth from outside of Beirut to hide their sect or class background from public life. Whether
speaking English to hide their rural lahja (accent), or drinking alcohol secretly and only with friends in Beirut, these youth
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were at great pains to negotiate between the expectations of their families and the demands of becoming “Lebanese
professionals” who had successfully integrated Beirut’s cosmopolitan urban life.

Who can or cannot perform the “Lebanese professional” and why? What are the competing desires and frustrations fueling
these performances? My paper suggests contextualizing the figure of the “Lebanese professional” within dynamic global and
local historical frames of cultural exchange in order to understand the interplay of these scales with social differences. |
contend that global and local processes converge in interesting ways in the making of the young Lebanese professional,
which is produced and performed profoundly within multiple socio-cultural networks. Nevertheless, expanding one’s
networks also requires deemphasizing one’s class background or sect-based identity markers in order to appear less
“traditional,” more “modern,” and to gain wider social acceptance. Do young people break with their “rural” and “familial”
connections in their desire to become “modern” and “cosmopolitan” members of Beirut? | have observed that these aspirant
youth entertain ambiguous relations with their “rural,” “sectarian,” and “class” identities within more intimate spaces of
everyday life. Thus, an analysis of the intersecting kinship, friendship, sect-based and professional networks, which
crisscross public and intimate lives in forming these urban Lebanese professionals, is informative in understanding the
negotiations of political, religious and economic inequality in urban space.

With rare exceptions, class in the Middle East has been surprisingly under-theorized. Most social studies on Lebanon similarly
privilege analyses of sectarianism, religion, public space, gender, and sexuality to understand power and contestation in
Lebanon. By focusing on youth’s everyday affects and performances in becoming “urban professionals,” | theorize class and
inequality in a unique contemporary perspective and examine the intersection of other forms of marginalization: sect, the
urban/rural nexus, age, and gender.
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Age-Based Inequality in Egypt: The Overlooked Dimension of Social Inequality

Despite the growing number of studies on the impact of neoliberal policies on youth in the MENA region, little attention has
been paid to how these policies have exacerbated social inequality based on age. The analyses presented in most studies
either adopted the human capital approach which stresses the importance of education and skills of young workers and their
contribution to production and economic growth, or life course transitions approach which considers individual transitions
and trajectories and their relationship to institutions and historical periods. Most of these studies focus on proposing
strategies to facilitate young people’s transition to adulthood and their integration in society.

Moving away from perceiving ‘youth’ as merely a biological and developmental stage of life leading to adulthood to focusing
on youth as a ‘social category’, this paper examines the impact of state policies in Egypt on increasing inequality and
marginalization of youth. The focus will be on how these policies impact young people’s lives, experiences and prospects.

In Egypt, the neoliberal regime under Mubarak worked on re-writing the social contract between the state and its citizens.
New economic and social policies in the decades leading up to the 25 January 2011 uprising were based on a new market
logic in which the state withdrew from its traditional role of providing welfare and social provision to large sectors of the
population. The new neoliberal order relied on a discourse which put the responsibility for acquiring such services and goods
on individual citizens and made them contingent on the individual’s initiative to access the market. The almost total collapse
of public provision and job security affected millions of Egyptians across various social groups. Egyptian youth were among
the most affected by these policies. Not only were they marginalized from the political spheres but their basic rights as
citizens were completely undermined by policies which saw unemployment rates among youth skyrocket. Furthermore, youth
were increasingly informed that they are responsible for their own wellbeing; they should find resources to take care of their
needs. Youth unemployment, for example, was presented as an outcome of individual shortcomings rather than a reflection
of systematic inequalities and failure of the system. The neoliberal policies had also contributed to increasing inequalities and
divisions among young people in terms of class and gender, which made their experiences of these structural changes
remarkably different.

To investigate young people’s perception of the impact of state policies, a qualitative research study is carried out with a
purposive sample of young people (18-29 years) representing various categories across gender, class and geographic
residence (urban/rural). A set of individual interviews is conducted with representatives of public institutions directly dealing
with youth such as the Ministry of Youth and Sports, Ministry of Education and Ministry of Labor. The paper is also based on
a review and analysis of the public policies targeting young people.
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Poverty Alleviation in Cairo’s Informal Areas: What Remains of the Welfare State?

Around the world, urban poverty is on the rise and informal areas/slums have expanded phenomenally to become a central
feature of urban poverty. In parallel to this growth, many states have re-configured/reduced their roles in welfare provision
and poverty alleviation due to a variety of reasons, most notably neoliberalism. The Egyptian welfare state that greatly
expanded during Nasser’s era has also re-configured its role in the lives of the poor in recent decades; some services have
deteriorated, others are no longer ‘free’, some are no longer part of the state’s role and others have expanded.

This paper has two aims. The first is to conceptualize the current role of the state today in the lives of the urban poor and
the second is to how the revolution might have contributed to a re-definition of the role of the state. The methods used
include: an in-depth empirical investigation in one of Cairo’s informal areas, semi-structured interviews with different
categories of the urban poor, and a review of the state’s social policies and their historical evolution. The research addresses
the state’s role in infrastructure (water, electricity, sanitation), social services (health, education), housing, labour market
interventions, transportation and social protection programmes.

Fieldwork was carried out at two different points. The first was in 2008, three years before Egypt’s revolution started and the
second point was in 2015, 4 years after. The empirical research aims to achieve three things. First, it examines the actual
role of the state and then compares it with policies that are targeted to those of ‘limited income’. Second, it examines the
perceptions of poor households about the current role of the state. Thirdly, it offers a longitudinal perspective which
assesses both how the lives of the urban poor have changed and how the state’s role might have changed in response to the
uprising.
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Sid Ahmed Bellal : Accés a I’eau et transformation de I'’espace oasien :
le cas de la wilaya d’Adrar (Sud-ouest algérien)

Le systéme traditionnel d'irrigation par foggaras suscite un intérét accru des populations de la région saharienne d’Adrar, qui
s'attélent a préserver ce patrimoine ancestral en péril. La foggara est une technique liée a un systéme social de travail
collectif, mené par un comité de sages, dont le role est de diriger et de surveiller I'entretien et la répartition de son eau. Elle
revéte une grande importance socioéconomique, dont la fixation des populations des Ksour autour desquels gravitent des
palmeraies verdoyantes. Une dynamique spatiale et sociale semble se correspondre, pour peu que I'on soit parvenu a mettre
en évidence leurs articulations. L'organisation spatiale de 'oasis a foggara est quasi invariable. Elle repose sur un plateau
renfermant les grés aquiféres dont I'eau drainée est acheminée, par des galeries, vers |'oasis. L'organisation sociale repose,
en premier lieu, sur l'appropriation et le contrble de l'eau qui appartient a plusieurs propriétaires. L'assemblée des
propriétaires constitue la djemaa d'une foggara. Chaque djemaa tient a jour un registre des parts de chaque copropriétaire,
la part de chacun étant trés précisément mesurée et calculée. La situation actuelle des palmeraies laisse a désirer. Le
systeme d'irrigation (les foggaras) n'assurant plus la couverture en raison du fait que le débit des foggaras diminue d'année
en année par suite du manque d'entretien et d'un certain délaissement des agriculteurs. Face aux contraintes
environnementales, sociétales et l'incapacité des cultures oasiennes d’assurer une sécurité alimentaire, 'Etat s'est engagé
dans des restructurations agraires. En 1983, un nouvel instrument est adopté dans le cadre de la mise en valeur agricole par
'APFA (Accession a la Propriété Fonciere Agricole). D'importantes aides financiéres ont été allouées a des promoteurs
agricoles pour moderniser I'agriculture. Cependant, la perte du savoir-faire dans le domaine de la gestion traditionnelle
hydraulique ainsi que l'introduction de techniques modernes dans I'exploitation de I'eau a fortement perturbé I'écosystéme
oasien. La multiplication des forages et le sur-pompage ont conduit a I'émergence de problémes a la fois écologique et
sociale. En effet, un déclin généralisé de I'agriculture oasienne, suite a la remonté du sel et le rabattement du niveau
piézométrique de la nappe souterraine est a signaler. Par ailleurs, des conflits entre catégories sociales mettent en exergue
des difficultés de gestion intégrée des ressources hydrauliques dans le Sahara algérien.

L'objectif de cette recherche est d’analyser les profondes transformations socioéconomiques dans le Sud-ouest algérien a
travers la question de I'eau. Notre méthodologie d'approche s'appuie principalement sur une analyse diachronique et
multiscalaire moyennant plusieurs techniques : la télédétection, la cartographie, I'observation de terrain et les entretiens
avec les différents usagers.
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Mohamed Hadeid : Politiques territoriales, urbanisation et disparités spatiales dans la région du sud-ouest
algérien (wilayas de Béchar et Adrar)

Depuis plus d'un siécle, I'espace saharien algérien a été le théatre de mutations sociales et spatiales marquantes. Certes, les
objectifs étaient différents, mais l'intégration et I'appropriation territoriale et économique entamées pendant la période
coloniale se sont accélérées et confortées a partir de I'indépendance suite aux actions trés volontaristes de I'Etat. En entrant
dans I'ére urbaine, les territoires sahariens algériens ont été profondément reconfigurés, ce qui a permis de faire émerger
des tensions multiformes. Le regroupement progressif des populations et la multiplication des agglomérations ont engendré
une fragilisation des écosystémes, I'accroissement des inégalités économiques et plus globalement I'émergence de disparités
territoriales structurelles. Les politiques d’aménagement et de gestion du territoire censées de hisser ces espaces a un
certain niveau de développement n'ont pas pu empécher de créer des inégalités spatiales bien visibles et ce, malgré les
investissements énormes versés en vue de désenclaver cet espace vaste et contraignant.

La région de la Saoura, du Gourara et du Tidikelt font partie administrativement de la wilaya de Béchar et d'Adrar, deux
grandes wilayas sahariennes occupant prés du quart de la superficie du territoire national mais abritant moins de 2%
seulement de la population nationale (recensement de 2008) et prés de 18% de la population saharienne. Ayant connu les
mémes politiques de développement, cette région du sud-ouest algérien a chopé les mémes exclusions de cette politique
conduisant a la marginalisation d'un certain nombre de secteurs et par la méme, une partie de la population. Les
conséguences se sont traduites par la paupérisation des oasis et de la, un départ massif des populations les plus vulnérables
depuis les ksours les moins convoités vers les villes les plus dynamiques. En fait, I'accélération du fait urbain a été la
principale action émanant d’'une volonté étatique d'urbaniser cet immense espace rural ou les promotions administratives et
les programmes d’équipements ont été les principaux outils utilisés. Le taux d'urbanisation dans la wilaya de Béchar est
passé de 64.1% en 1977 pour dépasser les 78% en 2008, de méme qu'a Adrar, en passant de 16.1% en 1977 a 27% en
2008. Ce mouvement d'urbanisation a été amorcé au détriment d'une région rurale en déséquilibre depuis la période
coloniale qui a brisé les anciens réseaux caravaniers dont dépendait la vie des oasis de la région. La nouvelle politique rurale
lancée dans les années quatre-vingt a travers l'accés a la propriété fonciere agricole et le PNDA en 2000 sont venus
respectivement dans le but de corriger les disparités induites par le biais de cette politique d'urbanisation. Comment se
présentent ces disparités sur le plan spatial et social et quelles en sont les conséquences ? Cette recherche se base a la fois
sur I'observation et le suivi de plus de 12 ans de ce terrain d'étude, s'insérant dans le cadre de plusieurs projets de
recherche nationaux et internationaux et une synthése des travaux de géographie en particulier ayant touché cet espace
depuis plus de soixante ans.
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The Political Economy of Food and Fuel Crises: The Tunisian Case

This paper will analyze changes in state agricultural development and subsidy policy in Tunisia from 1970 — 2010, as those
policies interact with world commodity price movements. In this way, it will analyze and historicize the successive and
overlapping determinations, over various time spans, which explain the politics of capital flows and commodity imports and
exports during the most recent commodity price run-up, from 2005 — 2010. Common analyses of these crises tend to link
price-hikes to countries’ over-dependence on food and fuel imports. In that way, they interpret that dependence as a
phenomenon outside of government control. | will challenge this form of analysis by examining the role of the state in
determining domestic prices and the direction of capital flows, and deciding what is or is not produced through its
agricultural policies. This will involve examining state food politics through three stages: first, the stage of extraction from
agriculture alongside subsidized urban consumption — the early 1970s through the early 1980s. A second stage was the
adjustment phase from the mid-1980s to the late 1990s, as low food prices subtended a transformation in state
development policies, as the government progressively eliminated consumption-end subsidies and redirected support only to
the largest farmers while allowing food prices to “float,” but only in the context of decreasing world market prices. A third
phase ran from the early 2000s to the present. The state recommitted to consumer-end subsidies, in order to buffer the
effects of world price shocks. But in a context of import dependence, this turned into an anti-developmental apparatus as
outward capital flows on subsidies and interest totaled 40 percent of the state budget. Simultaneously, the state
underinvested in the non-irrigated sector, thereby further locking in import dependency and encouraging underemployment.
In summary, this research will bring world commaodity price movements into the field of historical sociology through a closer
examination of state agency, by examining how price inflation affects state capacity by forcing the state to commit
budgetary resources to price protection, and thereby diverting it from committing resources to other developmental paths.
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Reconfigurations of Power(s) and Resistance(s) in Egypt’s “Continuous Revolution”:
Civil Society Activists Before and After the Uprising

The problematique of the relation between power and resistance runs through much of late twentieth-century Western
thought and has recently again become topical in relation to the waves of social movements and unrest which have swept
across North Africa, the Middle East, and beyond. This paper aims to analyze processes of subjectivation for identities of
resistance, focusing on the frames within which identities of those who seek to ‘resist’ power(s) are established, and the
impact they produce. The “Arab Revolutions” which started in Tunisia in December 2010 and subsequently spread across
North Africa and the Middle East, were met with surprise by the wider (especially but not only) Western public as well as by
the ‘experts’. As a still dominant narrative highlights the supposedly leading role played by the educated, globalized,
internet-connected Middle-class youth in the Arab Uprisings, there has been an excess of research focus on political and
institutional processes at the ‘top’. In spite of the socio-economic grievances at the origins of the Revolutions, these
processes appear to be mostly still ‘trapped’ within neo-liberal reform, and analysed through the problematic lens of
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‘transitology’.

Based on past and current fieldwork in Egypt (semi-structured interviews with relevant actors, focus groups, participant
observation in Cairo and elsewhere), this paper will be looking at the emergence of ‘new subaltern subjects’ as the
protagonists of the different waves of the ‘Egyptian Revolution’, which started on January 2011. Indeed, in order to show the
limits of the abovementioned narrative of a mainly ‘Middle Class Youth Revolution’, my main argument would be that, as
‘street politics’ played a fundamental role both in the protest movements both before and after January, the role played both
old and especially new form of social and political resistance needs further and deeper investigation. This goes for both the
more organized actors — such as independent trade unions, civic activists and students — or the more informal, spontaneous
and problematic, emerging subaltern subjects, and at their practices of resistance. In particular, | will look both at those
sites and actors of resistance with an established societal recognition — such as independent trade unions and civic activists
— and especially at those without a tradition of political activism, like the football ‘ultras’ and the self-organised resistance in
the ‘social nonmovements’ hidden’ at the margins of the large cities.

Moreover, since a sound ‘counter-revolution’ is currently taking place in Egypt to halt any attempt of meaningful political and
social change, | plan to devote a part of the paper to the ‘reconfiguration of power and power structures’, so to explore the
changing relationship (and analytic nexus) between power(s) and resistance(s).

This last part will rely on press analysis and on some in-depth interviews with politicians, civil servants, journalists,
academics and experts close to the so called ‘deep state’.
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The Political Economy of Inequality in Egypt

An important dimension of social inequality is economic inequality. Within the latter category, inequality is typically measured
by variations in income (using Gini coefficients), often neglecting inequality in the distribution of assets and making no
distinction between differences in income due to the circumstances someone enjoys at birth as opposed to the effort exerted
by that person. When it comes to explaining the reasons for inequality, analysts typically focus on the policies leading to
inequality (such as taxes and subsidies) without questioning the relationship between these policies and the prevailing
political regime. In other words, they leave out the politics of policies. These two problems could lead to a misunderstanding
of the problem as well as its underlying causes and remedies.

The objectives of this paper are twofold: (1) to question how inequality is measured and (2) to identify the link between the
evolution of inequality and political regimes. Specifically, we answer two questions: first, how did inequality in Egypt evolve
over time, using different measures, and comparatively with other countries in the region and beyond? Second, can the
variations in inequality be explained in terms of regime changes since the socialist era of Nasser, to the open door policy of
Sadat, to the neo-liberal policies of Mubarak that seems to have lead to the 2011 uprisings? We conclude by drawing some
policy implications.

In answering the measurement question, the prevailing view, on the basis of Gini coefficients, is that the Arab world,
including Egypt, is a “medium inequality” region. The problem is that Gini coefficients rely on household surveys of
expenditures rather than incomes and that these surveys miss top income groups. In addition, wealth is left out and no
attempt is made to attribute variations in outcomes to effort versus circumstances. In our paper, we complement the
standard measures of inequality with fresh estimates of equality of opportunity in both earnings and assets.

With respect to the political economy of inequality, we use the framework developed by Acemuglu and Robinson (2012), in

which they argue that political and economic institutions shape the economic character of a nation. The absence of political
accountability and the lack of the government’s responsiveness to meet the needs of its citizenry have led to non-inclusive

72



growth and inequality. Within this framework, we also use the Authoritarian Bargain Model, developed by Desai et al (2009),
where they argue that non-democratic regimes persist by allocating two substitutable goods to the public: economic rents,
such as subsidies, protections or employment guarantees, and some influence in policy. In these contexts, we explore how
different rulers in Egypt since 1952 attempted to appease their supporters to stay in power.

Eisa Musa WD (SAAE
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Are Intergovernmental Transfers in Sudan Equalizing?

In the Sudan, transfers are a key to reducing regional disparities and addressing marginalized areas. While more resources
have been directed to the sub-national levels since a federal system is adopted in 1991, the lack of transparency and
predictability surrounding these transfers has created fundamental financial inequality. The goal of this paper is to address
two issues, whether equity is the key factor in determining the distribution of transfers across states, or whether political and
security factors play important roles in the allocation of equalization transfers.

The paper hypothesizes that fiscal allocations are influenced by two categories of factors: those representing state
expenditure needs/fiscal capacity variables and those representing political power and security concerns. Fiscal needs are
measured by factors such as school enrollment in basic education, infant mortality rate under five years, population size and
urbanized population in the state, while capacity is measured by state own tax revenues. On the other hand, security is
measured by the percentage of households in the state who had been subject to armed robbery/ burglary in last five years
prior to 2009, while political power is measured by number of state representatives in parliaments in the study periods.

The data used to estimate the model is a panel data for 16 states form 2002, 2006, 2007, 2009 and 2010; the data are
collected from various sources, important among them are, States Support Fund (SSF), Fiscal and Financial Allocation and
Monitoring Commission (FFAMC), reports by Central Bureau of Statistic (CBS), Ministry of Finance and National Economy,
Central bank, line ministries of education and health, National Assembly, as well as Sudan Base Line Household Survey
(2009), besides World Bank and IMF reports.

Fixed and random effects models are used to test whether formula-based transfers are determined according to the demand
needs of the different states for expenditure to provide an adequate standard of service provision or whether political and
security considerations are overwhelming in decisions regarding transfer allocation. At the outset, the Lorenz curve and Gini
coefficient indicated that transfer allocations are distributed unequally, implying that the largest percent of the population,
and hence with high demand pressures for local services, receives a smaller share compared with those with lesser needs.
The regression results indicate that needs factors and demand pressures for service provisions are not the important factors
influencing decisions to distribute fiscal transfers between the states. On the contrary, it turned out that states with better
capacity and social services infrastructure receive more allocations compared with less-endowed states. Moreover, we find
evidence that political and security considerations significantly and positively influence the amount of transfers allocated to
the states, leading to the conclusion that states with higher bargaining power are able to extract larger transfers from the
centre despite the formula-based system.

Katharina Lenner . > LoyUls
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Negotiating the Yardstick: The Politics of Poverty Measurement in Jordan

This paper analyses the politics around the creation of poverty indicators in Jordan, based on interviews with various policy-
shapers involved as well as documentary analysis. It conceives of poverty indicators as crystallizations of (mostly) dominant
understandings of poverty, which have the potential to shape political interventions. | argue that they constitute one way of
‘rendering technical’ the problem of poverty in Jordan. At the same time, they do not remain depoliticised domains of
expertise, but are subject to challenge and negotiation on the basis of different understandings of poverty and different
socio-political agendas.

Tracing the development of Jordanian poverty indicators, | analyse which expert networks (spanning across the putative
global-local divide) have been able to push through their understandings of poverty and its appropriate measurement, and
which understandings of poverty have been marginalised in the course. | argue that while the institutional weight of
guantitative, money-metric indicators has contributed to a depoliticising, a-historical streak of poverty measurements overall,
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agencies promoting more multi-dimensional conceptions of poverty have recently been incorporated into the dominant
network. This has made it possible to enrol a larger number of actors and elements into this network, and has increased the
flexibility regarding the internal and external representation of poverty.

I then consider different rationales that go into the selection of specific methodologies of calculating poverty, focusing on the
determination of the national poverty line and rate. Tracing this process shows that the attempts at rendering poverty a
technical matter have involved various political considerations and negotiations, in which the interests of (differently
positioned) donors and data producing or governmental agencies have overlapped as well as occasionally diverged. For the
most part, they have resulted in poverty rates that are ‘not too high and not too low’, which has made it possible to maintain
poverty as a possible ground for external funding, while not letting it seem overly dangerous.

Finally, | discuss the degree of acceptance and challenge of the dominant forms of poverty measurement by experts and
non-experts alike. | argue that while the methodologies and poverty indicators chosen in Jordan have made it possible to
symbolically accommodate various agencies (such as different donors or independent poverty experts in Jordan), they have
not convinced policy-shapers at large or broader audiences of their adequacy. Rather than leading to a mounting belief in
the neutrality of experts and the legitimacy of governing through numbers, they have resulted in an increasing sense of
frustration among policy-shapers and beyond. This means that a clear analytical distinction should be made between the
project of ‘rendering poverty technical through indicators’ and its accomplishment, which seems precarious at best.
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The History Workshops in Egypt - In Search of a New Language for Histories, Hopes and Despairs

This project has focused on one central idea - making Histories accessible, especially marginal histories of mainstream
revolutionary events. How | have gone about this is two fold; the first is to create spaces through workshops - for groups of
students, artists and activists - to re-explore revolutionary moments in history and challenge how they can be re-told. And
the second is to dig up such moments myself - through state archives and the archives of memory, and make them
accessible through writing.

Through this presentation, | will trace the experience of the first of these history workshops in Upper Egypt with 15
participants from 11 different governorates in Egypt, exploring alternative histories of the region. | will also share my own
research on events that took place in that very same region (Upper Egypt) in the period leading up to the 1919 revolution.
For beyond the nationalist narrative of that famous revolution and the politicians who championed it, it is years of resistance,
protest and defiance to both local and imperial governance that filled the Egyptian country-side and eventually spilled into
the Capital. Between one 'Great War' and one 'Great Revolution' lies the history of a popular upheaval sparked by one and
responsible for the other; yet seldom told. The paper is based predominantly on archival research from the British Foreign
Office archives, as well as songs that have survived the period, and whose lyrics carry an oppositional narrative.
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