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Introduction

Social science research in the Arab world has gegdraén characterized as weak, both
in its ability to address regional problems, and in itstigbution to international social science
researcf. UNDP/RBAS’s examination of the knowledge deficit i thrab world in its 2002
Arab Human Development Report (AHDR): Creating Opportunities for F@ereerationsand
in the subseque®HDRS drew attention to the subject-matter, elevating & tegional problem
that required immediate attentidnA review of regional social science infrastructurehie Arab
world indicates that the most salient problem is noessarily a shortage of institutions, either
of higher education or research institutes which engagecialsscience research, but rather a
more fundamental problem related to the caliber of th&utisins, the training and reproduction
of researchers, dissemination of research and outpumis, the quality of outputs. Some
researchers have attributed this stagnation to varying ekegrepolitical repression, lack of

resources, cultural norms which do not encourage the purssibaml science studies, and

! This report is a revised version of a paper submitté2t Necla Tschirgi on 2 September, 2006.

2 A number of studies have addressed the weakness af soince research in the region. Among these
are: the United Nations Human Development Program, RabBureau for Arab State8rab Human Development
Report 2002: Creating Opportunities for Future Generations; Arab HumaveDpment Report 2003: Building a
Knowledge Society; Arab Human Development Report 2004: Towards FreedbenAnab World;Eglal Rached
and Dina Craissati ed€Research for Development in the Middle East and North Af@tawa: International
Development Research Center, 2000), and “The Social 8siamdNorth Africa and the Middle EasWorld Social
Science Report: A Global Pictu(Baris: UNESCO, 1999).

3 This is not the only initiative that attempts tideess the weakness of social science research in the
region. In response to the “knowledge deficit in the Avabld” findings of UNDP/RBAS, the institution has
initiated the ‘Knowledge Acquisition, Generation and Utiii@a in the Arab Region (KAGUAR)’ program, and the
more social science-focused ‘Center for EconomicSuouaial Policies in Arab Countries’ (CESPAC). Most
recently, Dr. Ali Khalifeh Al-Kawari has initiated éhArab School for Research and Studies’ which focuses/will
focus more specifically on ‘traditional’ social scogrresearch in the region.



bounded incentive structures which limit and condition §eeial science inquiry. Despite these

limitations, important variations exist between diffgreountries in the Arab world.

Objectives and Delimitations of the Study

The objective of this report is to provide an overviewtltd state of social science
research in the Arab world, and to map out the typemsiftutions that are involved in
REGIONAL social science researthin the first section of the report, | provide a gehera
discussion of the state of social science researttteidrab world, situating its evolution and the
establishment of its supporting institutions in broadeohtstl| perspective. | also focus on how
the social sciences in the region have generally beeceptualized, and briefly discuss some of
the ongoing debates regarding their conceptualization. Mganying this section of report, |
provide an appendix of a list/map of institutions engaged iomafsocial science research.

This report suffers from a number of weaknesses, mamhiwh are a result of relying
almost primarily on library and internet researchg ant conducting the necessary fieldwork in
the region. Moreover, the report was completed in apprately two and a half months, which
naturally limited the scope of the reseatciihroughout the report, | shied away from evaluating
institutions and their capacity to conduct research, sncé as exercise would have required
either in-depth knowledge of the institutions, the awdlity of impartial evaluations, or the
necessary fieldwork to assess these institutions. ®oeigbsion pertaining to the study of the

social sciences in universities of thlaghreb,as well as the significant role that Baghdad once

* For the purpose of this report, Dr. Necla Tschirgi defRESIONAL research as “...research that is not
focused exclusively on local or national issues. Thusadisecountry, cross-regional, comparative and
international research fits roughly under this definifowovided that it is also linked in some way to theitiealof
the Middle East.”

® The ‘Israel-Lebanon war’ further exacerbated thisidtions since | was not even able to correspond
with a number of researchers in Lebanon.



played in the regional social sciences is thin and avdaénefit from greater detail. The
discussion of professional academic associationseitab world also requires a more detailed
historical evaluation leading to the contemporary peri&nilarly, I was not able to access a
number of articles written in Arabic which evaluate gtate of social science research in the
Arab world®’ Moreover, the report does not adequately evaluate entergeds in regional
social science research in the Arab world. Althoudioles make inferences about dominant
research themes in the region, this discussion ibased on systematic examination of research
outputs or publications in each country. An exercis¢hsf nature is beyond the modest and
limited scope of this report, especially since therenarestablished publications indices that list
publications in the Arab world. Many of these shortcomirtgpwever, can be easily addressed
by more in-depth field research in the region, espediallifose countries that are more involved

in regional social science research production.

Methodology

Findings in this report are primarily based on internet ldsrary research, as well as
some email correspondence. The first section of @épert dealing with the evolution of the
social sciences in the region draws predominately frecorsgdary sources. | also evaluated the
outputs of important institutions in the region suctAkMustagbal Al-Arabiwhich is published
by the Center for Arab Unity Studies (CAUS), and thangs provided by the GDN regional

window? Similarly, the findings in the section of the repotioh evaluate the state of the

® | provide a list of these articles in the bibliogia of this report.

8 | made several attempts to access publication indicagioles and books published in the Arab world,
including correspondence with the Library of Congressandmber of publications index hosts. Unfortunately,
the individuals and institutions | corresponded withidated that no such indices exist.



social sciences in the Arab world were drawn fronoedary sources, including key texts such
as the different versions of the AHDR and different pations of UNESCO.

In assembling the map/list of institutions engaged irored social science institutions in
the Arab world, | relied on different sources on theowas well as a number of secondary
sources which refer to or discuss these institutiondirst evaluated the Arab Social Science
Research (ASSR) website, and compiled a tentativeflisistitutions engaged in regional social
science researcfi. | then conducted individual searches for each of thessigutions, relying on
Arabic sources or write-ups when they were availablalsd conducted web searches for each
country, focusing on research centers, non-governmergahizations, and institutions of higher
education. Throughout the study, | compiled and maintaankst of all institutions mentioned
in the various reports and secondary sources. | usedfbisnation to validate my initial lists,

and to fill in any glaring omissions.

Background
The Historical Context

It is important to recognize that that there have hegortant ‘ebbs’ and ‘flows’ in
knowledge production’ in the region. Dating back to therb@gg of the Abassid state in the
13" AD, and during the Ibn Khaldoun era of thé"kentury AD, a scholarly renaissance began

which had far-reaching implications that continued afber disintegration of the caliphate and

° Please note that this mapl/list is not necessarilsuestive, and will be updated based on input from
colleagues.

10 Other websites | evaluated in depth are: http://wwiedl-com/ http://albawaba.conwww.sosig.ac.uk
http://portal.unesco.org/shs/en/ev.php-URL 1D=1396&URL_DO=DOPIC&URL SECTION=201.html




the division of the Islamic world into stat¥s.In more recent years, developments in the social
sciences of the region, including the founding of differgpes of research institutions, have
evidently been shaped by the broader historical, socoesnic and political context. In
particular, there have been stark increases in higharagion and research institutions in the
region in the immediate post-colonial era, and the sules# state-building phase, in the post-
1973 oil boom period, and in the post-Cold War globalizatian

Under colonial auspices, the first Western-style usities were established in the™9
and 28" century, especially in Egypt, Lebanon, and North Affic The post-independence
phase witnessed a surge in the rise of ‘national uniiessiand the rise of the contemporary
Arabic public systems of education, making universal educatiore accessible to the masses.
A number of national research centers were alsdlesdtad during this period.

Following the 1967 Arab-Israeli war, but most notably ather 1973 oil boom, a number
of social science research institutions were estalishat were more pan-Arabist in outlook, in
hopes of more effectively addressing emergent challenggshwplagued the region. Among
these institutions were the Arab Planning Institute (ARbich was established in 1972, and the
Center for Arab Unity Studies (CAUS), which was founded975. Increased interest in social
science research persisted throughout the 1970s and be&ocarding to Sabagh and Ghazalla,

the 1973 Arab-Israeli war, and the subsequent dramatieaise in oil prices led to far-reaching

1 Arab Human Development Report 2003: Building a Knowledge Sppiet2.

12 Seteney Shami, “Socio-cultural Anthropology in Arakivdnsities,”Current Anthropology ~ vol. 30,
no. 5 (December 1989): 649. The partial ‘modernizatioih’the education systems experienced the dual
colonialism of the Turkish and Europeans; Western amities were established alongsidaqf institutions. As
Zakia Belhachmi explains, awareness of the coloniabtthy is critical, “...because it reveals the internal and
external dynamics that continue to shape the course @l sbe@nge and epistemological foundations of education
in the region.” For more on this discussion, referZakia Belhachmi, “Power and Authority in Higher Eduoati
of Southern Mediterranean  Countries: Epistemological awedio$olitical Implications in the Era of
Globalization,”International Journal of Contemporary Sociologyl. 40, no. 1 (April 2003): 111-135.



social, economic and demographic changes in the regiochvdemanded greater research and
understanding® During this period, and extending to the early 1980s, iddals and
organizations in the region established a number of relgioaardination and funding
institutions* The mid-1980s witnessed another growth period in regisoalal science
research; most notably the Center for Arab Unity Stu@@aUS) established a number of
regional professional associatioris.

Since the end of the Cold War, or what some might tef@as the globalization phase,
Western foreign donors have played a pivotal roléherfounding of various research centers
and regional networks, especially in fields related moseconomic development. In particular,
the World Bank has played a key role in establishing a rumbregional networks which are
‘neo-liberal in their orientation;’ these institutiomeiude the ERF, GDN, and MDF. This phase
of institution-building and social science development alsiocided with the initiation of the
various bilateral tracks of Arab-lsraeli negotiatioas; era many believed would herald far-
reaching transformations in the region.

Since the 1970s, but most dramatically since the 1980s, hasrdoeen a substantial
increase in institutions that promote social sciencearel. These institutions include social
science departments in universities, a number of whisb affer MA and PhD degrees,

university-based research centers, private researchutimsis, regional funding agencies,

13 For more on this discussion, refer to Sabagh and Ghaashb Sociology Today: A View from Within,
Annual Review of Sociologyol. 12 (1986), pp. 373-399.

4 These regional coordination and funding organizations incthée Organization of the Islamic
Conference (OIC) which was established in 1969, the Arahgue Educational, Cultural, and Scientific
Organization (ALESCO) which was established in 197@ thre Islamic Research and Training Institute (IRTI)
which was established in 1981.

5 Nader Fergany, “Science and Research for Developnrenthé Arab Region,”Research and
Development in the Middle East and North Aff€airo: International Development and Research Cep®€0), p.
76.



regional research networks, and foreign funded regmgnaadt competitions. Despite the regional
variations which exist, scholars generally concur thatquality of production is “questionable,”
and that the increase in the quantity of institutions @stranslated into an improvement in
quality of social science research in the redfoiSome of even push the point further, and argue
that there has been an overall deterioration in thditgud social science production in the

region?’

Problematics of Social Science Research in the Region

Social science research in the Arab world is plaguea bymber of problems, including
but not limited to, the lack of resources incentive stmactvhich do not encourage social science
research, restrictive political environments, culturatnms which place little value on social
science research, the absence of a tradition ofrpeg®mw, the ‘elitism’ of social science research,
and its lack of accessibility to the general public, amblage constraints especially since a
declining number of students are trained in non-Arabic lagegia Many of these problems also
apply more broadly to scientific research in the region

The lack of resources is an important constraint @wledge production which merits
special attention. Salim Tamari elaborates:

“Among the grievances frequently mentioned are: tliessive teaching loads (12 hour

weeks on average); absence of research grant whichsaldculty to be released from
teaching; weak research support facilities (congestedingpispace, limited or absent

% In addition to the reports cited in footnote 1, a nundfescholars also make this point, among which
are: Saad Eddin Ibrahim “Arab Social Science Researtneii990s and Beyond: Issues, Trends, and Priorities,”
Research and Development in the Middle East and North Afdeao: International Development and Research
Center, 2000), Salim Nasr, based on Lisa Hajjar, “A Vimm the Region: Middle East Studies in the Arab World:
Interview with Salim Nasr,'Middle East RepostNo. 205 (October-December, 1997): 16-18, Seteney Shami,
“Socio-Cultural Anthropology in Arab Universities.”

7 See for example, Saad Eddin Ibrahim, “Cross-Eyed Bagioin Egypt and the Arab World,”
Contemporary Sociologyol. 26, no. 5 (September 1997): 549, and Lisa Hajjaki&% from the Region,” p. 18.



secretarial staff, limited or absent computing faesit; and library budgets which do not

allow for necessary subscriptions to internationairpals and recent social science

literature published abroad®”
Moreover, because of the low salaries in Arab unitiessiprofessors often need to subsidize
their income by undertaking contract research workhis Ppervasive phenomena negatively
impacts knowledge creation in two fundamental ways. t,Hiescause of heavy teaching loads
and the nature of contract research work, professerkefirwith little time to conduct academic
research. Second, because of the nature of incestrvwetures, donors and multilateral
organizations often play a pivotal role in shaping aege agendas, limiting the role of local
scholars in defining these agendas. These dynamicshemeane even more prevalent in the
past fifteen years, as external funding has playedan@ortant role in shifting research capacity
to NGOs and policy-related institutes, instead of univessit Although this development has

provided researchers in the region with greater opporgnithe impact is more precarious

pointing to less of autonomy in shaping research agendas.

The Conceptualization of Social Science Research in the Arab World

In general, social science research in the regioonseaved in ‘utilitarian terms,’ often
requiring that knowledge production serve the broader ingerdssociety. This approach to
knowledge production is facilitated by perceptions of ‘Mid&last exceptionalism’ and the
consequent perceived inability of Middle East studietdgribute to the broader social sciences.
A number of scholars, however, argue that the utiéitaterms in which the social sciences are

conceived in the region, seriously constrain the knovegmigduction process.

18 Salim Tamari, “Problems of Social Science Researéhalestine: An Overview,Current Sociologyol.
42 (June 1994): 70. Although Tamari discusses these probkethsy apply to the Palestinian context, they can
easily describe the social science research envenhim other Arab countries.



Many scholars have argued that the idiosyncratic charaétislam, its effects on social
and political processes, and the extent to which it rsrdhe Middle East as an exceptional case
study has precluded using the Middle East to develop genétaliaad testable social science
theory®® This discussion assumes even greater relevancedarchsproduced in the Middle
East in recent years, since much of it is not necdssheoretically-informed. In response to
this debate, many third world scholars have argued that theatdtigoal of knowledge creation
should be to serve the societies in which it is produdemt. example, as Tessa Marcus explains,
social science research in developing countries mustssddreumber of issues including “...the
socio-economic problems and ‘worries’ that developing tt@sface; their political priorities
nationally, regionally, and internationally; the spaceyttassign knowledge production and
knowledge producers; the capacity of their knowledge syseamsproducers to respond in
dynamic, autochthonous ways; and the legacies of tleguah power play that dominates
relations between ‘advanced’ and ‘developing’ counttf@s This view that social science
research must serve society is quite prevalent in thb Wworld.

In particular, sociology as a discipline has beenattxl/above others as the most capable
of addressing pressing social issues. As Ibrahim expl8ynshe 1870s, “Coinciding with
independence and the formation of the new Arab states,thind generation [of Arab
sociologists] exaggerated the value of sociology & state-building process. Sociology was

marketed as more ‘scientific’ than other human andasaisciplines, more capable of treating

9 For more detailed discussion of this debate, refer isa lAnderson, “Politics in the Middle East:
Opportunities and Limits in the Quest for Theory,” Area Studies and Social Science: Strategies for
Understanding Middle East Politiceed. Mark Tessler. (Bloomington: Indiana UniverdRgess, 1999), and
Michael HudsonThe Middle EastPS: Political Science and Politicgol. 34, no. 4 (December, 2001), pp. 801-
804.

2 Quoted from a presentation of Dr. Tessa Marcus abikatop on the Social Sciences in Developing
Countries, 5 July, 2006.



social problems left over from colonialism, and moreeald bring about ‘integrated
development’ as opposed to ‘crass economic grofithSociology therefore became to be
understood in utilitarian terms as the discipline whichla¢osolve social problems. Hence,
greater emphasis has been placed on sociologicalrcesi the Arab world; this was especially
true during the 1980%. Moreover, according to Sabagh and Ghazal, between 1988986, at
least six conferences were held in the Arab world ridep to evaluate the state of Arab
sociology*

In line with the ‘utilitarian conception’ of knowledge prodioa, foreign donors have
elevated economic and development research in therr@girecent years. Accordingly, other
disciplines, such as anthropology or geography for ex@amphve been perceived as less

important. The balance between knowledge creation @litdrian social research which serves

2 |brahim, “Cross-Eyed Sociology in Egypt and the Arabril” p. 549.

22 For example, among the publications dealing with theystfidociology in the Arab world during the
late 1970s and 1980s are: A. Al-Qazzaz, “Impressions@blBgy in Iraqg,”International Social Science Journal,
vol. 27 (1975): 781-786; H. Barak#&pntemporary Arab Society: An Exploratory Sociological S{irdyArabic)
(Beirut: Center for Arab Unity Studies, 1984); S. BassioThe Present State of Sociology in EgfptArabic)
(Cairo: Ain Shams University, 1979); T. Ben Jelloun, “Denizing Sociology in the Maghreb,” iArab Society in
Transition,eds. S.E. Ibrahim and N.S. Hopkins (Cairo: Ameridaiversity of Cairo Press, 1977), pp. 685-712;
L. Ben Salem, “Interet des analyses en termes de segmeepbur I'etude des societes du MaghrdRévue
L'Occident Musulman Mediterranegpl. 33 (1982): 113-135; S.E. Ibrahim, “Contemplating theufeubf Arab
Sociology: From Proving Existence to Realizing Presj” (in Arabic)Al-Mustagbal Al-Arahi vol. 77 (1985):
129-139; J.S. Al-Issa and S. Husseini, “Sociology and Reddity: A Study in the Views of Arab Sociologists,”
Al-Mustagbal Al-Arahi vol. 41 (1982): 28-51; A. Khatibi, “Double Criticism: THgecolonization of Arab
Sociology,” inContemporary North Africa: Issues of Developmext, H. Barakat (Washington DC: Georgetown
University, 1985), pp. 9-19; El Kordy, “Underdevelopment amydlopment in Sociology: A Critical Analysis,”
(in Arabic) Al Kitab Al-Sanawi Li-llm Al-litimavol. 1(1980): 19-45; S. Nasr, “A Conference: TowardAzab
Sociology (in Arabic), Al-Mustagbal Al-Arahivol. 41, pp. 28-51; G. Sabbagh, “Sociology,Time Study of the
Middle East’ ed., L. Binder (New York: John Wiley Press, 1976), pp. -584; S. Sari, “Sociology and Arab
Sociological Problems: Concerns and Interests,” (iab#), Al-Mustagbal Al-Arabivol. 58 (1983): 52-69; and S.
Sari, “Arab Sociologists and the Study of Arab Socssues: A Critical Appraisal” (in Arabicf;-Mustagbal Al-
Arabivol. 85 (1985): 85-95. These references were cited ingBadrad Ghazalla, “Arab Sociology Today: A View
from Within.”

% These conferences afihe Problem of Methodology in Social Science Resd@raino, January 1983);
The Problematic of Social Science in the Avdbrld (Cairo, February 1983Y,oward an Arab Sociolog§Abu-
Dhabi, April 1983);The Policy of Social Sciences in the Arab W@Kdwait, January 1985); anthe Status of
Sociology in the Arab WorlfTunis, January 1985). For more on this discussion, t&f€eorge Sabagh and Iman
Ghazalla, “Arab Sociology Today: A View from Withing? 375.

10



the societies in which it is created, however, is lccal® one. The implication of this limited
conception is that social science has come to be seen‘auman technology’ seriously

limiting the knowledge production process.

Indigenization of Social Science Research in the Region

Recognizing the weakness of social science researcle iregion, some scholars have
proposed the ‘indigenization of the social scienc&siring the 1980s, there was a vast literature
concerning an ‘Arab social science.” In the 1990s, this felowed with the idea of an “Islamic
social science.®® Within these two currents, there have been two rdiffeapproaches to the
‘indigenization of the social sciences in the Arab ldiothe radical and neo-traditionali$t. The
radical approach has stressed the socio-economic nubtisferent dependency relationships in
the ‘crisis of social science’ in the region, espongsio overcome these dependency relations.
According to Hijazi:

“The present state of sociology in the Arab worldhs result of a number of objective

social, economic and political conditions... This is &y $hat the relationship between

the crisis of social science and that of societylisdectical and should be analyzed,
diagnosed and tackled on this bagfs.”

24 ghami, “Socio-Cultural Anthropology in Arab Universij” p. 650.

% According to Morsy et. al., among the scholars whieddor the Islamization response are: Ismail al-
Farugi, “Meta-Religion: Towards a Critical World Thegy,” American Journal of Islamic Social Scienves 3,
no. 1(1986): 13-58; Syeed Sayyid, “Islamization and LingrgstAmerican Journal of Islamic Social Scienves
3, no. 1(1986): 77-78; Muhammed Ma'ruf, “Towards an Islamitdbe of Anthropological Evolutionism,”
American Journal of Islamic Social Scienwet 3, no. 1 (1986): 89-108. Other scholars, cited dssBm Tibi,
who call for the Islamization of knowledge include Adel diusNahwa Fikr ‘Arabi JadidCairo: Dar al-Mustagbal
al-‘Arabi/ Internatoinal Institute for Islamic Thougtit985), and Adel Husaislamiyyat al-Ma’rifah(Cairo: al-
Ahram li al-Tawzi, 1986). For more on this, refer to SoMmrsy, Cynthia Nelson, Reem Saad, and Hania
Sholkamy, “Anthropology and the Call for IndigenizatwfiSocial Sciences in the Arab World,” Tine
Contemporary Study of the Arab Woeds., Earl Sullivan and Jacqueline S. Ismael (EdmothieriJniversity of
Alberta Press, 1991).

% 3Soheir Morsy et. al. “Anthropology and the Call fodigenization of Social Sciences in the Arab
World,” pp. 81-111.

2" Quoted from Morsy et. al. “Anthropology and the Catllhdigenization of Social Sciences in the Arab
World,” p. 85.
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Hence, for radicals, the main objective of indigenizat®to create a “relevant social scienge.”

According to what is referred to as the neo-tradalst approach to indigenization, the
social sciences must/should reflect distinct concepl@aheworks and methodologies that
reflect their own world views. ‘Indigenization’ theredoespouses “...constructing a specific
theory built on the essence of Arab civilization arglecting the essence of Western
civilization.”?*

A number of scholars, however, argue that ‘indigeniratis in and of itself a
problematic response to the crisis of social scieasearch in the region. The ‘indigenization’
response not only makes a faulty prescription, but alspeads the nature of the problem.
Morsy et. al. cogently explain, “...the indigenizatioertd again commits an epistemological
blunder by trying to create a local ‘theory,” which is ded from and can only deal with Arab
reality. It also has the serious defect of classgf\gncial science according to nationality of the
scholar thereby obscuring political and ideological défgiation among social scientists in the
Arab world as well as the West®” Although the discussion of more relevant sociaé s

research in the Arab demands further investigationyé laétempted to problematize the subject-

matter, shedding light on the different facets ofdbbate.

The State of Contemporary Social Science Research in the Arab World Today
In general, although the Arab region has lagged behind otweties in terms of

knowledge production, there have been important advanaesih worthy of mention. Since

% Morsy et. al., p. 86.
29
Morsy et. al., p. 87.

% Morsy et. al., p. 84.
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the 1980s, there have been dramatic increases in the nomiaversities, graduate programs,
female enrollments, and research institutes and centsgsthe following review of indicators

illustrates, however, there are important variatiogisveen the different countries of the region.

Key Indicators

# of Institutions and Social Scientists

Exact figures of the number of institutions engaged inat®cience research, or more
specifically regional social science research, dfewt to come by. A 1998 UNESCO study
estimated that there were approximately 127 social sciesearch institutions in the regidof

which only a fraction were/are engaged in regional sciance research.

# of Social Scientists

In a study commissioned by the International DevelopmResearch Center (IDRC), one
scholar estimated that there were approximately 50,00l smentists in the region, of which

20,000 are senior scholars, and 30,000 are junior scHblars.

# of universities and enrollments

The number of universities in the Arab world has ina@ddsom 10 in 1950, to over 175

in 19963 Each of the region’s countries has at least onetutish of higher education.

31 Cited from Nader Fergany, “Science and Research foelDpment in the Arab RegionResearch and
Development in the Middle East and North Afripa 10. Fergany however disputes this figure claimiagiths
quite high, and that some institutions included in the stisdyot actually engage in ‘social science research.’

32 Saad Eddin Ibrahim, “Arab Social Science Research én1890s and Beyond: Issues, Trends, and
Priorities,” Research and Development in the Middle East and North Aficd29. lbrahim further explains that
this figure includes 20,000 senior researchers and 30,000 jtesearchers. Ibrahim, however, provides no
references, but did explain to Dr. Necla Tschirgi thatfthise represents university graduates from social seienc
disciplines rather than actual social science resea.che

13



According to one study, more than half of these univessivere founded between 1981 and
1996>* This rapid increase in the number of universities fe®n generated by the increasing
demand for education in the region. In the period betwkE¥9 and 2000, there were five
million students enrolled in higher education in the Aveadrld, of which two million, or 40
percent were womefr.

Important variations exist among the different countoésthe region. Libya, for
example, had gross enrollments of 51 percent, compared peftent in Djibouti, and 9 percent
in Morocco®® Moreover, there were variations in terms of feneaiellments. In Irag, Djibouti,
Morocco, and the PA, female enrollments were lowantmale enrollments, compared to Jordan,

Lebanon and Libya in which female enroliments in teytedtucation tended to be highér.

Tertiary Enrollments in the Social Sciences

In general, the social sciences disciplines (whiclhude Business and Law according to
this UNESCO categorization) represent some of theelsighnrollments in Arab universities.
For example, in Morocco, which has the highest enraitsén social science disciplines, 46
percent of all university enrollments are in socia¢isce disciplines, compared to 40 percent in

Lebanon, 32 percent in Jordan, 32 percent in the Palesteniatories, 13 percent in Oman, and

% Fahima Charafeddin&uni Series on the Social Commitments of UniversitiesFittancing of
Universities(New York: Palgrave/Macmillan, 2006), p. 168.

34 Figures are froriigher Education System in the Arab Wa({iew York: ESCWA and Washington
DC: World Bank, 2002), referenced in Fahima Charafeddn®j Series on the Social Commitments of
Universities.

% Fahima Charafeddin&uni Series on the Social Commitments of UniversitiesFittancing of
Universities,p. 168.

3 UNESCO Institute of StatisticEducation Statistics 2002: Arab States Regional Répohtreal:
UNESCO Institute for Statistics, 2002).

3 Ibid., p. 49.
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15 percent in Saudi Arabf. The high enrollments in social science disciplineswever,
should not be read as a sign of their popularity, buterais an indicator of their under-
appreciation as fields of study. In much of the Arableycstudents’ matriculation exam scores
determine which fields of study they are allowed to puraaeordingly, only those students with
the highest matriculation exam scores are allowedyanto the hard sciences, and the less

gualified students are allowed entry into social scieacalfies.

Female Enrollments in the Social Sciences

Female enrollments in social science disciplines/ \agross the region. In Bahrain,
Lebanon, and Qatar, female enrollments account ferntajority of in the social sciences,
representing 69 percent, 53 percent, and 62 percent of entslnespectively’ This compares
to 35 percent in Iraq, 46 percent in Jordan, 42 percent iroddo, 37 percent in Oman, 47

percent in PA areas, 39 percent in Saudi Ardbia.

Brain Drain

Brain drain is a salient problem in the region. Admny to the Arab Human
Development Report, approximately 25 percent of 300,000 firsedegraduates from Arab
universities in 1995/96 emigrated. Between 1998 and 2000, more than Bsdf@octors

migrated.

3 Global Education Digest 2006: Comparing Education Statistics Adhes$Vorld(Montreal: UNESCO
Institute for Statistics, 2006), p. 139.

% Ibid., p. 139.

% Ibid., p. 139.
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Social Science Outputs

The dearth of scholarly production in the Arab worldas limited to the social sciences,
but is symptomatic of the scholarly research more rgdlge Despite the increase in research
production in the region, it still lags behind most othegions. The average social science
research output of the Arab world per million inhab#aist roughly 2 percent of that of any
industrialized countr§® Although Arab scientific output doubled from 11 papers peliomiin
1985 to 26 papers per million in 1995, China’s output during the pan@d increased 11-fold,
and the Republic of Korea increased its production 24-fotim f6 papers to 144 during the
same time periotf

Although there has been an increase in scientific patiics in recent years, from 465
papers in 1967 to approximately 7000 in 1995, most of these paperbdwvan applied fields
such as medicine, health, and agriculture. Similahly, tudy estimates that only 26 scientific
institutions published more than 50 research papers in 1993 whly five institutions
published more than 200 papétsThe dearth of production also applies to the numbepoks
that are translated in the region. According to théDR, approximately 4.4 books per one
million of the population were translated during thetfiige years of the 1980s, compared to
510 books per million in Hungary, and 920 books per one miifidpain during the same time

period®*

*1 Arab Human Development Report 2002: Creating Opportunities for F@arerations This figure,
however, is problematic for a number of reasons.t,Firere are no established publication indices in thad Ar
world. Moreover, ISBN numbers are not always usedemrréproduction of books. Therefore, it is difficult to
ascertain the exact number of publications in the Aatid.

2 |bid., p. 68.
*3 For more on scientific research and outputs, refer ¢oAttab Human Development Report, 2003:

Producing a Knowledge Societp, 70. The AHDR, however, does not provide referemecesxplanations
regarding how it arrived at these findings.
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Funding to Higher Education and Research and DevelopiiR&m)

Significant variation exists in education expenditure @gndrab countries. As a
percentage of GDP, Kuwait allocates 8.2%, Lebanon 2.6%od&dor6.3%, Tunisia 6.4%, and
Yemen 1.6%° The lack of funding to R&D is more pronounced; the Asadtes allocate 0.2
percent of their GNP to Research and Development (R&Dmpared to 3.1 percent in the
United State, Japan, and Sweden, 2.4 percent in GermangeffdK, Italy, Australia, and

Canada, and 0.4 percent in Turkey and MeXico.

Connectivity and Cross-Fertlization Among Scholars

According to the 2002 Arab Human Development Reportectivity among scholars is
low at the national, regional, and international leveEsven in countries with higher rates of
social science outputs/publications, such as Egypt, Lebamal Morocco, the vast majority of
publications are produced and consumed locally, with minio@bortunities for cross-
fertilization*” Research is further constrained by the limited flovEnglish/European language
materials into libraries of the Arab world. The dbaf institutions which study ‘other societies’
merely exacerbates the problem.

The connectivity of regionally-based scientists watlientists from outside the region,
however, is much better, representing greater cooperapiportunities. In contrast, a number of

developing countries, such as Brazil, China, and the RepuobliKorea have established

4 Arab Human Development Report: Building a Knowledge Sogipty 3-4.
5 UNESCO Institute of StatisticEducation Statistics 2002: Arab States Regional Repori.54.
“6 Based on Table 3.2 in th¢ab Human Development Report 2003: Building a Knowledge Sopie®3.

*"“The Social Sciences in North Africa and the MiddletEaa/orld Social Science Report: A Global
Picture p. 141.
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developed systems of national and international linkagesi@scholars and practitioners which

better enable them to benefit from their respectit®nal knowledge bases.

Infrastructure of Regional Social Science Research®

In the following section, | provide a descriptive ovewief the types of institutions that
are engaged in, or support regional social science obs€aihese institutions comprise local
initiatives as well as foreign promoted bodies, and isbn®f nationally-based institutions,
including university-based research centers and think-tardgiened networks, working groups,
regional grant programs, and regional funding institutioinalso briefly review institutions that
are engaged in survey research; although these institutiagisnot necessarily be involved in
regional social research, they may contribute to islgathe regional research agendas and
preferred methodologies.

Among these categories, many of the regional netwostiltions have played an
important role in the promotion, coordination, and digeation of research. These institutions
include a multiplicity of forms, representing differelatvels of activity, different levels of
reliance on foreign donors, and varying contributionstite generation of social science
knowledge. For the exception of the Arab Planning Insti¢AP1), most of these networks were
founded after 1991. Many of these institutions are engagedoinomic development, security,
or gender-related research.

API, Economic Research Forum (ERF), the Globaldimment Network (GDN) and

the Mediterranean Development Forum (MDF) are alaged, or support socio-economic

“8 For a detailed evaluation of institutions engaged ifoneg social science research, please refer to Dr.
Necla’s Tschirgi's paper.

“9 Please refer to the attached mapl/list of institstion more detail.
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development research. API is specifically involved eésearch pertaining to development,
economic management, and planning. Its membership is cedhprisArab countries. The
MDF partnership is comprised of Middle East and North AfRIENA) think tanks, the United
Nations Development Program, and the World Bank InstitAteritical component of the MDF
partnership is a Forum which is held every two to threesyedhe GDN, on the other hand,
operates as a network of regional partners; MENAe@rasented by the ERF which also
manages the regional window of GDNet. The membershipRF¥ and GDN is comprised of
individuals, and is by invitation only. Unlike the ERF, {B®N, and the MDF, API does not
predominately rely on foreign donor funding, despite thiai role that UNDP played in its
establishment. The GDN and ERF represent interestmgels, because although they were
founded by the World Bank, they both became independadtpaw rely on funding from a
number of other donors.

A number of networks exist in the region which promotgoral gender research. These
institutions include the better known Center for Arab Womegraining and Research
(CAWTAR), the newly established Gender Economic ReseBualicy and Analysis (GERPA)
initiative, and the less knowkashrig/MaghribGender Linking Information Project (Mac/Mag
GLIP). Whereas CAWTAR is involved in research on wone the Arab world, GERPA is
specifically involved in incorporating a gender dimensionaiselect number of high profile
policy research activities. Mac/Mag GLIP serves a®ran for communication on gender
issues. These institutions are primarily funded by Westlemors. There are a number of

university-based women’s studies centers in the region.

*0 please refer to the university research centersoseatithe map for a detailed listing of women'’s studies
centers in the Arab world. It is important to ndtattthe extent to which many of these institutions ravelved in
regional social science research is debatable.
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Alongside the donor-promoted regional networks, thezeaarumber of others which are
local endeavors. These institutions include the Arabtumstfor Studies and Communication
(AISC), and its very useful network engine, Arab Sod8alence Research (ASSR), the less
known Association for Arab Private Institutions forgHer Education, and the Arab Urban
Development Institute (AUDI). Although AUDI was founded enhance the quality of
municipal services, in recent years it has become metdved in socio-economic issues. For
example, in December 2006, it will be hosting an intéonat conference on “Youth in the
Middle and North Africa.®> Of these institutions, AISC is specifically dedicated the
development of research organizations and to assissearchers in the Arab world, or more
exactly in Egypt and th&lashriqg countries of Jordan, Lebanon, and Palestine. Althohgh t
institution was founded by prominent scholars in the regisnmembership is predominately
comprised of non-governmental research centers; feamyif of these organizations are affiliated
with institutions of higher education.

Since the early 1990s, a number of security-relatechgrattips and research centers
have been established in the region. At a regionall,léhese institutions include the
EuroMeSCo-European Mediterranean Partnership (EMP), bhadCobnsortium of Research
Institutes (CRI). The EuroMeSCo focuses on policy aecusty related issues, and brings
together institutes of five southern EU members, and abaurof institutes from Southern
Mediterranean Arab countries. CRI was founded by abeurof nationally-based institutions,

with the participation of the governments of Canada amanfark. In recent years, a number of

51 This conference will be in collaboration with theokld Bank, the MedChild Institute, and the Child
Protection Initiative.
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nationally-based security-related research institutieenge been established, especially in the
Gulf.*

Foreign regional grant programs have historically plaged important role in the
promotion of social science research in the regiomo®g the best known of these programs are
the Middle East Research competition (MERC), and tve defunct Middle East Awards at the
Population Council (MEAwards). MERC was established byRiw Foundation in 1986, and
MEAwards was established by the Population Council. WkdwtzRC supports social science
research in all disciplines in the Arab world and Turkigd;Awards supported research on
demographics and health-related issues in the Arab wedd,and Turkey. MEAwards also
played an important role in supporting research workingggopsuch as the Reproductive Health
Working Group.

Regional organizations and funding institutions have alaged a noteworthy role in
supporting regional social science research. Perl@osydst activé of these organizations are
the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC), tmebALeague Educational, Cultural, and
Scientific Organization (ALESCO), the Arab Fund for aband Economic Development
(AFSED), the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), the Islamevelopment Bank, specifically its
affiliated Islamic Research and Training Institute (IRTA-Hariri Foundation, and the Al-
Shouman Foundation. These institutions have a longtariin the region and were founded in
the period between 1968 and 1981. The focus of the OIC ati@Theés beyond the Arab world,
and extends to the Islamic world more broadly. Bothetlmganizations are more concerned

with supporting institutions and research endeavors thamare ‘Islamic’ in orientation. The

*2 please refer to the nationally-based institutionteof the list/map for a more detailed listing of
institutions engaged in regional security research.

>3 | describe these institutions as ‘active’ becaust@humber of regional programs and initiatives they
appear to support.
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GCC focuses on the Gulf States and social affairs,research related to this area. ALESCO
and AFSED focus on the Arab world, and their memberstopsist of all members of all states
who are members of the League of Arab States. AFSEAN iautonomous regional Pan-Arab
development finance organization, which has also fundeddhstruction of university physical
infrastructure and has provided fellowships for research taaching to Arab PhD holders.
ALESCO, however, has focused more specifically on coattatig Arab efforts in the fields of
education, culture and science, and has played an impooilanin spear-headingrabization
projects, as well as disseminating research and infanmeglated to these fields. Although Al-
Shouman and Al-Hariri Foundations are better known tperting business initiatives in the
Arab world, both have also funded PhD students and rémarthroughout the Arab world.

Nationally-based institutions, which include think-tanksd adGOs, university-based
research centers, and scholarly professional asgosahave also played an important role in
regional social science researéhMany of these institutions are based in Egypt and heha
and were founded in the period between the late 1960 and E2803s. These institutions
include the Arab Thought Forum, the Center for Arab USitydies (CAUS), and the Institute
for Palestine Studies. These institutions representaisast research efforts with strong
publication records, both in terms of periodicals and boaikd in disseminating these materials
throughout the region, in both the Arabic and Englisiyuzages.

Similarly, Egypt, Lebanon and Palestine also reptesenhighest number of university-
based research centers. In North Africa, Moroccodsteout in this regard. Many of the
institutions in Palestine are much more recent, comptoethe research centers in Egypt,

especially the majority that were established in the 1980Sairo University. A number of

>4 Again, for a more detailed listing of the various nagity-based research institutions, please refer to the
institutional map.
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professional scholarly associations were also found#kii980s, many of these by the Center

for Arab Unity StudieS®> The Dubai School of Government also is a recenatiig-- though it

is too early to assess its influence in producing and inflngmegional social science research.
Alongside these institutions are the newly establisaedarch centers in the Gulf, mostly

founded since the late 1980s. These institutions includ&tiieResearch Center, the Qatar

Foundation, and the International Center for Stratégialysis. These institutions focus more

exclusively on the Gulf region.

Concluding Comments and Key Findings
A number of important issues/findings emerge from this report
1) Important variations exist in the region, especiallyerms of the quantity of institutions.
Most notably, Egypt andMashriq countries represent the highest number of sociahceie
research institutions engaged in regional social seiez®earch. Most notably, Egypt represents
the highest number of social science research institutdse region. In addition to the high
number of social science graduate-degree granting instsutibe country has a plethora of
university-based research centers and private researtérenAmong the university-based
research centers, those housed in the American UnivefsCairo appear to have the strongest
record of outputs.

Lebanon similarly boasts a high number of institutiengaged in regional social science;
a feat all the more significant since Lebanon’s poprdais approximately twenty times less
than that of Egypt. In addition, to the high numbesotial science graduate degree granting

institutions, Lebanon has a number of active universasel research centers, especially in the

5 Unfortunately, more information is needed on the culesm of activity of existing professional
scholarly associations.
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American University of Beirut. Jordan and Palestine, @laith Morocco, also have more

institutions engaged in regional research relative to otleemtries in the region. These

countries contrast with Comoros, Djibouti, Mauritaraad Somalia which have no institutions
that are engaged in regional social science rese&ichilarly, Iraq, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia,

and Yemen appear to have few institutions engaged in @dggonial science research. In Syria,
only public research centers are engaged in regionall sotace research, and in Libya these
institutions tend to be university-based.

Interestingly, this cursory evaluation of regionafetiénces points at times to an inverse
relationship between GDP and the quantity and quality oikscience research in the Arab
region. For example, Morocco and Egypt have developagreissive research capacities
compared to their less than favorable economic comditioMoreover, according to the World
Social Science Report, Lebanon has also faired b#téer many wealthier Arab countries in

terms of its research environmeht.

2) A certain bifurcation of regional social science ins$iins appears to exist between local
endeavors, and foreign founded and funded institutions.h®uone hand, there are a number of
regional organizations that were established betweeratk 1960’s and early 1980’s. Then,

there are the more recently established regional arsd-cegional networks, mostly initiated by

Western donors. There appears to be little, if any,dioation between these two categories of
institutions. Related to this, incestuous relationsaidtarize the nature of partnerships between
many of the institutions created in the late 1990s, espetimse initiated by the World Bank.

Most notably, ERF appears to be a key counterpart forrmmegss-regional institutions, such as

*% |bid., p. 138.
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the GDN, CAWTAR, and the MDF. This issue of ‘bifurcatioand the lack of connectivity
between regional initiatives and foreign-funded inie$¢ deserves further investigation,
especially in light of more recent initiatives like tleunding of the Arab School for Social

Science Research.

3) There appears to be a marginalization of the Arabeusity, and its affiliated research centers.
Although university-based research centers have playedamithue to play an important role in
promoting regional research, there appears to be lessdtibn between these institutions and
think-tanks, the regional and cross-regional networks pandte research centers in the region.
Moreover, although university-based research centers lsongmber of issue-oriented regional
networks, they often are not member organizations o&der regional networks. This is an

important observation which deserves further investigatio

4) There appears to be an over-emphasis on certaarchgepics. For example, many of the
regional social science institutionshNfashrigcountries focus on economic development related
issues, as opposed to many of the newly established reseateins in the Gulf which focus on
security issues. University-based research centers dppaaddress a more diverse array of
research themes such as democratization and libei@hizatigration trends, and the study of

other contexts etc...

5) Although foreign donors have played a pivotal rolshaping the region’s research agendas,

it is important to note that some institutions have lvedn beholden to the donors who initially
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founded them. For example, although APl was founded bYNiBP, it subsequently became

an independent institution, reliant on other donors anddts.

6) The weakness of regional social science resaansbt a function of the lack of institutions,

but more fundamentally related to the caliber of thesgtitutions, and the networking and

coordination, or lack thereof, between these institation
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